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CONFERENCE DIRECTORY 


Officers, Boards, and Committees 
Officers of the Conference 
President: Pastor S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington 


Vice President: Pastor Carl W. Sodergren, 1816 N.W. Irving St., Portland 9 
Oregon 


’ 


Secretary: Pastor Roland H. Swanson, 1604 West Yakima Ave., Yakima, Wash. 
Treasurer: Mr. Theodore Nelsson, 1104 North 27th St., Tacoma 3, Washington 


Regional Director of American Missions 
Pastor Henry J Hokenson, 3055 N.E. Everett St., Portland 15, Oregon 


Board of Trustees of the Conference 
Executive Committee: 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, President (ex officio member) 
Pastor Carl W. Sodergren, Vice President (ex officio member) 
Pastor Roland H. Swanson, Secretary (ex officio member) 
Mr. Theodore Nelsson, Treasurer (ex officio member ) 
Elected Members: 


Mr. Earl Elton, 2501 Otis St., Olympia, Was hin Oconee een ee Oh 
Mr. Paul Hanson, 2950 N. E. 32nd Place, Portland, One sone eee ern O57 
Pastor Eric Hawkins, 164 S. 4th East, Salt Lake City, Utah... ase ANS) S87 
Mr. Morton Joslin, S. 2318 Park Drive, Spokane 35, Washington. cccccce cc 956 
Pastor Carl W. Sodergren, 1816 N. W. Irving St., Portland OP Orecon =a 1956 
Mr. Theodore Wegener, P. O. Box 1188, Boise, [dahon ccccccccccccccseseee cece 1956 
Mr. Andrew Peterson, 3321 Northwest Rd., Bellingham, Washington... 1955 
Mr. Donald Larson, 3300 Lake Road, Milwaukie, Oregon... ........1955 
Pastor Alvin D. Mattson, Jr., 312 East 6th, Anaconda, Montana...................1955 


Advisory Members: 

Pastor Henry J. Hokenson, Regional Director of American Missions 

Mr. J. Orville Westberg, 2620 38th West, Seattle, Washington, Lay Member of 
the Board of American Missions 


Conference Stewardship Committee 














ube, Mhranverhie IV, TNiaKelereefoyot, ADI Re Ni, IGEN cere are oe eae hen amen een nur at ar wee L957 
Pastor Ralph Johnson, 7318 Latona Ave., Seattle 5, Washington... 1957 
Pastor John A. Nasstrom, 605 Travonia St., Butte, Momntanar.ncccccnsccccnnen 1957 
Mr. Karl E. Rippel, 195 Monterey Drive, Idaho Falls, Idaho... 1957 
Mr. Elmer W. Bloomquist, 314 Columbia, Astoria, Oregon............... BREAD eh 1956 
Pastor Elmore F. Carlson, 412 17th Ave., Nampa, Idaho een oer 

Mr. Carl J. Lindberg, Target Range, Missoula, Momtara. ui. csccccsceessseneeee 1956 
Pastor Sidney W. Jones, Box 97, Lake Stevens, Washingt0on....ccccccecccceeee 1956 
Pastor Joseph C. Elmer, 1814 E. Pacific Ave., Spokane, Washington..............1955 
Pastor Ralph R. Lindquist, 2725 N. E. 15th, Portland, Oregone.....cccccccee L955 
Mr. Theodore Reep, Rt. 6, Box 345, Mount Vernon, Washington... 1955 
Dr. John W. Unis, Olympia, Washington... Sere stent eee Men he ODD 


Ex officio Member: Conference President 
Advisory Members: Conference Secretary and Treasurer 


Lutheran Student Service Commission 
Pastor Oscar R. Rolander, 418 3rd St. N. E., Auburn, Washington.............. 1957 
Pastor Emil E. Gustafson, 103 S. Van Buren, Moscow, Idaho... 1957 
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Pastor J. Hiram Hogberg, W. 410 Park Place, Spokane 17, Washington......... 1956 
Pastor Everett Jensen, 435 N. 21st St., Corvallis, Ore Gor ..cccccccceccmneeenennennesnnen 1956 
Pastor Roderick Johnson, 539 Brooks St., Missoula, Montana 
Pastor Eric N. Hawkins, 164 S. 4th East, Salt Lake City, Utah... cco 1955 





Commission on Parish Education 
Pastor John B. Darrah, 3020 W. McGraw, Seattle 99, Washington... ...L957 
Mrs. Carl Samuelson, 362 E. 8th St., Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Pastor H. Karl Ladwig, 603 Franklin, Boise, [dale oc cccccscssessssssseeeseeceeemnsseeenmete 





Dr. Kenneth Erickson, 7137 S. W. 52nd Ave., Portland 19, Oregon.................... 1956 
Miss Mildred Palmblad, Gresharti, Ore grr cnc cceccessce cesnsersoeersseneeqesetrestoeesarsecasnseenaes 1955 
Mr. Harry Liden, 6836 20th N. E., Seattle, Washington... .ccccccsssssssnsssnecemneeene 1955 


Commission on Evangelism 

Pastor Everett Jensen, 435 N. 21st St., Corvallis, Ore gor. secssscsssscsssessensseeeesenee 
Pastor Oliver A. Nelson, 1005 S. 3rd St., Mount Vernon, Washington... 
Pastor Willis F. Erickson, E. 78 Thurston, Spokane 36, Washington... 
Pastor Carl E. R. Nelson, 112 8th St. N., Great Falls, Montana................ 
Pastor Theodore E. Palmer, 911 Stewart St., Seattle 1, Washington.................. 
Pastor Eric N. Hawkins, 164 S. 4th East, Salt Lake City, Utah... 
Advisory member: Pastor Henry J. Hekenson, 3055 N.E. Everett, Portland, Ore. 

Member of Committee on Relationships with Pacific Lutheran Colleyze 





Pastor S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington.................... 1955 
Conference Historian 

Pastor E. Arthur Larson, 701 S. 54th St., Tacoma, Washington... 1955 
Conference Statistician 

Pastor Leroy E. Pillman, 380 Wyeth St., St. Helens, Ore geor.....cccccccccsccee cesses 1955 

Conference Publicity Director 
Pastor Ernest A. Bergeson, 3745 West Thistle, Seattle 6, Washington.............. 1955 
Representatives on the Lutheran Co-ordinating Committee 

Mr. Fred Johnson, Rt. 2, Box 670, Tacoma, Washingtonee....cccccccccsecccseecee sien cs 1956 

Pastor Carl W. Sodergren, 1816 N. W. Irving St., Portland 9, Oregon.............. 1956 

Mr. C. A. Grahn, 908 Shelby, Seattle 2, Washimetom.icc cc cccccccccccccesceceeccsseetueenen 1955 


Pastor Neale E. Nelson, 13047 Greenwood Ave., Seattle 77, Washington.....1955 


Members on the Board of Trustees of Pacific Lutheran College 
Dr. Kenneth Erickson, 7137 S. W. 52nd Ave., Portland 19, Oregon .nocccccccccoomn 1956 
Pastor Carl A. V. Lund, 817 W. Powell Blvd., Gresham, Oregon 


Member on the Western Lutheran Publishing Committee 
Pastor Carl A. V. Lund, 817 W. Powell Blvd., Gresham, Oregon 


Members on the Board of American Missions of the Augustana Church 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington... 1957 
Mr. J. Orville Westberg, 2620 38th West, Seattle, Washington 


Representatives on the Executive Council of the Church 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, ex officio, 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 35, Washi 1957 





Mr. Paul Hanson, 2950 N. E. 32nd Pl., Portland, Oregon... 1955 
Committee on P. L. C. Chapel Fund 

Pastor C. A. V. Lund, 8i7 W. Powell Blvd., Gresham, Oreron = a 1955 

Pastor Oliver A. Nelson, 1005 3rd St., Mount Vernon, Washington...................... 1955 


Pastor Roland H. Swanson, 1604 West Yakima Ave., Yakima, Washington..1955 
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CONFERENCE INSTITUTIONS 
Home for the Aged 


Pastor L. E. Jones, Superintendent 
405 N. 48th St., Seattle 3, Washington 

Board of Trustees: 

Mr. Alfred Bjorklund, 6511 Woodlawn Ave., Seattle 3, Washington 
Pastor John B. Darrah, 3020 W. McGraw, Seattle 99, Washington... 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington 
Mr. Nathan Thompson, 2714 W. Dravus, Seattle 99, Washington 
Mrebanleritons 25015 Otiss ste © lyri, Was iT otson eee nek meena poner wie 
Mr. Donald Larson, 3300 Lake Road, Milwaukie, Oregon... ccc 

Mr. Andrew Peterson, 3321 Northwest Rd., Bellingham, Washington 
Pastor Roland H. Swanson, 1604 West Yakima Ave., Yakima, Washington..1956 








Mrs. Ce Carlson, 7002 17th News seattle by Wasim torin eee seme ern cne 1955 
Mr. N. E. Gustafson, 3401 Charles St., Seattle, Washington............. Seer re 1955 
Mr. Theodore Nelsson, 1104 N. 27th St., Tacoma 3, Washington... 1955 


Pastor Carl W. Sodereren, 1816 N. W. Irving St., Portland 9, Oregon............1955 


Columbia Hospital 


Mr. Gordon Storaasli, Administrator 

Columbia Hospital, Astoria, Oregon 
Executive Committee: 
Mr. Gunnar Johanson, 591 Miller Lane, Astoria, Ore gOM i ncceccccecccceence 1956 
Mr. Clifford Johnson, 462 17th St., Astoria, Ore gor... cece cccecnseneemneneeaeentnee ISG 
Mr. Henry Puusti, 570 Irving Ave., Astoria, Ore SOT nce eer nueetneescens 
Pastor Roy W. Ryden, 722 Franklin, Astoria, Oregon................. Bd Pie ater Se 
Pastor H. Storaasli, 417 29th St., Astoria, Oregon... + bs coe eer ae 
Mr. Maurice Wilson, 920 Irving Ave., Astoria, Oregon...... 
Mr. Elmer Bloomquist, 314 Columbia, Astoria, Oregon....... 
Mr. John Helstrom, 649 Jerome Ave., Astoria, Oregon....... 
Mr. Ervin Rinell, 1228 Alameda Ave., Astoria, OPe GOI. eccentrics 
Pastor L. Stalsbraaten, 1666 Franklin Ave., Astoria, OTe QOM.......-ccccccnne 1955 
Mr. Harold Werth, 169 Franklin, Astoria, Ore Q OM ...c.ccccccccces ceeeerenenencte 1955 
Pastor §. L. Swenson, (ex officio), 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington 





Emanuel Hospital 


Mr. Paul Hanson, Administrator 
Pastor H. George Randolph, Chaplain 
2800 N. Commercial Ave., Portland 12, Oregon 


Board of Trustees: 


Mr. Eric J. Dahlberg Mr. Jack Medlar 

Mr. Lawrence Jensen Mr. Walter Vernstrom 
Mr. Alfred E. Olson Drak: W. Kullberg 
Pastor Carl W. Sodergren Dr. Julius G. Sture 
Mr. Floyd Cook Mr. Casper F. Paulson 


Mr. Rey Engbretson Dr. Kenneth Erickson 
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AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Lutheran Brotherhood 
President—Mr. Don Granlund, 8430 S.E. Brooklyn, Portland, Oregon 
Vice President—Mr. Jordon Moe, 12009 1st N. W., Seattle, Washington 
Secretary—Mr. Chester Johnson, 6112 N. Michigan, Portland 11, Oregon 
Treasurer—Mr. Harold Mast, 2227 W. Sinto, Spokane, Washington 
Pastoral Adviser—Pastor J. Hiram Hogberg, 410 Park Pl., Spokane 17, Wash. 


Luther League 
President—Rodney E. Oison, Rt. 3, Box 15, Mt. Vernon, Washington 
Vice President—John Hckenson, 3055 N. E. Everett St., Portland 15, Oregon 
Secretary—Marilyn Johnson, 2505 Bunker, Olympia, Washington 
Treasurer—Roger Olson, 106 S. 62nd, Tacoma 4, Washington 
Statistician—Glen Carlson, 909 4th Ave., New Westminster, B. C., Canada 
Devotional Secretary—Pat Timmons, 1816 Westminster, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Pastoral Advisor—Pastor Everett J. Jensen, 435 N. 21st St., Corvallis, Oregon 


Women’s Missionary Society 

President—Mrs. Hazel Skog, 3118 E. 15th, Spokane 10, Washington 

First Vice President—Mrs. Henry Hokenson, 3055 N. E. Everett, Portland 15, 
Oregon 

Second Vice President—Mrs. E. Arthur Larson, 701 S. 54th St., Tacoma 8, 
Washington 

Recording Secretary—Mrs. A. D. Mattson, Jr., 312 E St., Anaconda, Montana 

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Edith Johnson, 1428 W. Broadway, Spokane, 
Washington 

Treasurer—Mrs. S, L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont, Seattle 33, Washington 


SYNODICAL DELEGATION 
Order of Clergy Delegates 


1. Carl E. Rydell 21. Carl W. Sodergren 

2. Roderick W. Johnson 22. Elmore F. Carlson 

3. Carl E. Samuelson 23. Willis F. Erickson 

4. J. Hiram Hogberg 24. L. E, Jones 

5. Carl O. Muhr 25. Carl A. V. Lund 

6. C. Stanton Peterson 26. H. George Randolph 

7. Luther Livingston 27. Oliver A. Nelson 

8. Enoch Sandeen 28. Theodore E. Palmer 

9. Ralph S. Johnson 29. Lowell L. Bernard 
10. Nels H. Norbeck 30. Elmer M. Johnson 
11. Ralph R. Lindquist 31. Everett J. Jenson 
12. Gordon W. Loren 32. Emil E. Gustafson 
13. Carl E. R. Nelson 33. Sidney W. Jones 
14. Henry J. Hokenson 34. Rudolph B. Johnson 
15. Ernest A. Bergeson 35. Earl V. Sakrison 
16. Lyndon K. Murk 36. Alvin D. Mattson, Jr. 
17. John A. Nasstrom 37. Leroy E. Pillman 
18. William S. Petersen 38. Elmer T. Peters 
19. O. E. Clauson 39. George Schwanenberg 


20. Roland H. Swanson 40. Carl G. Danielson 


11 


41. John B. Darrah 49. H. Karl Ladwig 
42. Harry C. Alden 50. Earl L. Anderson 
43. Eric N. Hawkins 51. Harold Bolm 
44, Neale E. Nelson 52. Luther Swanson 
45. Joseph C. Elmer 53. Earl H. Wall 
46. Roy W. Ryden 54. Robert Collick 
47, KE. Arthur Larson 55. Oscar R. Rolander 
48. Swen L. Swenson 56. Arthur I. Anderson 
Order of Lay Delegation 
1. Trinity, Aberdeen, Wash. 34. St. Mark’s, Rochester, Wash. 
2. St. Mark’s, Spokane, Wash. 35. Eden, Roseburg, Oregon 
3. Trinity, Nampa, Idaho 36. Faith, Vancouver, B. C. 
4, St. Paul’s, Haney, B. C. 37. Mt. Carmel, Portland, Oregon 
5. Bethany, Warren, Oregon 38. Luther Memorial, Seattle, Wash. 
6. Emmaus, Seattle, Wash. 39. First, Anaconda, Montana 
7. Elim, Brush Prairie, Wash. 40. Elim, Ogden, Utah 
8. Gloria Dei, Olympia, Wash. 41. Faith, Redmond, Wash. 
9. Zion, Salt Lake City, Utah 42. First, Moscow, Idaho 
10. Salem, Spokane, Wash. 43. Ebenezer, Lake Stevens, Wash. 
11. Augustana, Vancouver, B. C. 44. Gethsemane, Seattle, Wash. 
12. Our Redeemer’s, Seattle, Wash. 45. Trinity, Gresham, Oregon 
13. First, North Bend, Oregon 46. Central, Yakima, Wash. 
14. Grace, Bellevue, Wash. 47. Elim, Port Orchard, Wash. 
15. Faith, Roseburg, Oregon 48. Emanuel, Butte, Montana 
16. Pilgrim, Portland, Oregon 49. Bethel, Firth, Idaho 
17. Saron, Hoquiam, Wash. 50. Salem, Mt. Vernon, Wash. 
18. Clearbrook, Lynden, Wash. 51. Magnolia, Seattle, Wash. 
19. Grace, Corvallis, Oregon 52. Colton, Colton, Oregon 
20. Bethel, Tacoma, Wash. 53. Good Shepherd, Veradale, Wash. 
21. First, Idaho Falls, Idaho 54. Ruston, Tacoma, Wash. 
22. Bethany, Seattle, Wash. 55. First, St. Helens, Oregon 
23. Valby, Ione, Oregon 56. Immanuel, New Westminster, 8. C. 
24, Trinity, Astoria, Oregon 57. Messiah, Auburn, Wash. 
25. Bethel, Great Falls, Montana 58. Immanuel, Missoula, Montana 
26. Bethany, Port Blakely, Wash. 59. Immanuel, Boise, Montana 
27. St. John’s Helena, Montana 60. First, Tacoma, Wash. 
28. Emanuel, Blackfoot, Idaho 61. Troy, Troy, Idaho 
29. Grace, Spokane, Washington 62. Bethlehem, Sedro Woolley, Wash. 
30. Zion, Everett, Wash. 63. First Immanuel, Portland, Oregon 
31. Augustana, Portland, Oregon 64. First English, Great Falls, Mont. 
32. Peace, Seattle, Wash. 65. Faith, Bellingham, Wash. 


33. Trinity, Coos Bay, Oregon 


Ministerium of the Columbia Conference 


Inland Empire District 
Alden, Harry Co., Troy, Idaho 
Anderson, Earl L., 15703 E. Valleyway, Veradale, Washington 
Elmer, Joseph C., 1814 E. Pacific Ave., Spokane 31, Washington 
Erickson, Willis F., 24th and Grand, Spoakne 35, Washington 
Gustafson, Emil E., 103 8. Van Buren, Moscow, Idaho 
Hogberg, J. Hiram, 410 Park Place, Spokane 17, Washington 
Livingston, Luther R., U. S. A. Chaplain 
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Intermountain District 
Collick, Robert O., 903 West 3rd South, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Carlson, Elmore F., 412 17th Ave. S., Nampa, Idaho 
Hawkins, Eric N., 164 S. 4th East, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Ladwig, H. Karl, 603 Franklin, Boise, Idaho 
Samuelson, Carl E., 362 E. 8th St., Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Swanson, H. Luther, 521 N. Shilling, Blackfoot, Idaho 


Montana District 
Johnson, Roderick W., 539 Brooks St., Missoula, Montana 
Mattson, Alvin D. Jr., 312 E. 6th, Anaconda, Montana 
Murk, Lyndon K., 2719 Central Ave. W., Great Falls, Montana 
Nasstrom, John A., 409 S. Excelsior St., Butte, Montana 
Nelson, Carl E. R., 112 8th St. N., Great Falls, Montana 
Norbeck, Nels H., 46 11th Ave., Helena, Montana 


Mount Baker District 
Bolm, Harold J., 420 Ferry St., Sedro Woolley, Washington 
Jones, Sidney W., Box 97, Lake Stevens, Washington 
Muhr, Carl O., Rt. 3, Box 148, Lynden, Washington 
Nelson, Oliver A., 1005 S. 3rd St., Mount Vernon, Washington 
Petersen, William S., 1011 4th Ave., New Westminster, B. C., Canada 
Peterson, C. Stanton, 700 14th St., Bellingham, Washington 


Mount Rainier District 
Anderson, Arthur I., Harrison and Perry Sts., Olympia, Washington 
Bergeson, Ernest A., 3745 W. Thistle St., Seattle 6, Washington 
Bernard, Lowell L., 8717 25th Ave. N. W., Seattle 7, Washington 
Darrah, John B., 3020 West McGraw, Seattle 99, Washington 
Johnson, Ralph S., 7318 Latona Ave., Seattle 5, Washington 
Johnson, Rudolph B., 201 North I St., Aberdeen, Washington 
Jones, L. E., 405 North 48th St., Seattle 3, Washington 
Larson, E. Arthur, 701 S. 54th St., Tacoma 8, Washington 
Loren, Gordon, P. O. Box 556, Bellevue, Washington 
Nelson, Neale E., 13047 Greenwood Ave., Seattle 77, Washington 
Palmer, Theodore E., 911 Stewart St., Seattle 1, Washington 
Rolander, Oscar R., 418 Third N. E., Auburn, Washington 
Rydell, Carl E., 524 South I St., Tacoma, Washington 
Sakrison, Earl V., Box 122, Redmond, Washington 
Schwanenberg, George W., 818 Spruce St., Hoquiam, Washington 
Shipp, J. E., 405 N. 48th St., Seattle, Washington 
Swanson, Roland H., 1604 W. Yakima Ave., Yakima, Washington 
Swenson, S, L., 12521 Fremont Ave., Seattle 33, Washington 
Thunberg, Claes, 1620 San Francisco Ave., Olympia, Washington 


Portland District 
Anderson, A. G., Box 13, Gresham, Oregon 
Clauson, O. E., 9025 S.E. Cora, Portland 66, Oregon 
Cornay, Luther, Rt. 1, Hult Rd., Colton, Oregon 
Danielson, Carl G., 337 Commercial, Coos Bay, Oregon 
Hokenson, Henry J., 3055 N. E. Everett St., Portland 15, Oregon 
Jensen, Everett J., 485 N. 21st St., Corvallis, Oregon 
Johnson, Elmer M., 3554 N. E. Sandy Blvd., Portland 12, Oregon 
Johnson, V. Eugene, 1724 N.E. 57th Ave., Portland 13, Oregon 
Lindquist, Ralph R., 2725 N. E. 15th, Portland 12, Oregon 
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Lonnquist, J. E., Birkenfeld, Oregon 

Lund, Carl A. V., 817 W. Powell Blvd., Gresham, Oregon 

Peters, Elmer T., 346 W. 1st Ave. N., Roseburg, Oregon 

Pillman, Leroy E., 380 Wyeth St., St. Helens, Oregon 

Randolph, H. George, 2800 N. Commercial Ave., Portland 12, Oregon 
Ryden, Roy W., 722 Franklin, Astoria, Oregon 

Sandeen, Enoch, 1493 Sherman Ave., North Bend, Oregon 
Sodergren, Carl W. 1816 N. W. Irving St., Portland 9, Oregon 

Wall, Earl, Colton, Oregon 


Directory of Congregations 


(P—Pastor; V.P.—Vice Pastor; L.P.—Lay Pastor; S— Secretary; T—Treasurer) 
Church address for location only, not a mailing address 


Inland Empire District 
Moscow, Idaho, First—2Znd and Van Buren 
P—Emil E. Gustafson, 103 8. Van Buren 
S—Mrs. Melvin Ehlers, 615 E. 7th St. 
T_Mr. Walter O. Lundquist, 704 East First St. 
Spokane, Washington, Grace—E. Pacific and Magnolia 
P—Joseph C. Elmer, 1814 E. Pacific Ave. (31) 
S_Harold GC. Reyerson, 1311 E. Lacrosse Ave. (22) 
T—Ellsworth Gump, Jr., 1522 W. Gardner Ave. (11) 
Spokane, Washington, Salem—W. 1428 Broadway Ave. 
P—J. Hiram Hogberg, 410 Park Place (17) 
S—Mrs. Edith H. Johnson, W. 1428 Broadway Ave. (11) 
T_Harold P. Ytrecide, N. 4820 Allen Place 
Spokane, Washington, St. Mark’s—24th and Grand 
P—Willis F. Erickson, E. 728 Thurston (36) 
S——Miss Yetta Klavano, E. 507 29th Ave. 
T—Mr. J. R. Randall, 501 Peyton Bldg. 
Troy, Idaho, Troy— 
P—Harry C. Alden, Box 7 
S—_Mr. Hermon Paulson 
T—Mr. W. A. Bohman 
Veradale, Washington, Good Shepherd, 15703 E. Valleyway 
P—Earl L. Anderson, 15703 E. Valleyway 
S_Mrs. John Noble, 15621 E. Valleyway 
T—_Mr. Clifford Overbeck, E. 18511 Sharpe, Greenacres, Wash. 


Intermountain District 
Blackfoot, Idaho, Emanuel—Oak and Pacific 
P—H. Luther Swanson, 521 N. Shilling 
S Jens C. Andersen, 568 BE. Court St. 
he 
Boise, Idaho, Immanuel—7th and Fort Streets 
p—H. Karl Ladwig, 603 Franklin 
S§_Mrs. Harold Bakke, 703 E. Jefferson 
T—Mr. Robert Allen, 722 Pearl 
Firth, Idaho, Bethel—Highway 91 
P—H. Luther Swanson, 521 N. Shilling, Blackfoot, Idaho 
S—Mrs. Mildred Gunnarson, Route 1 
T—Mr. Roland Larson, Route 1 
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Idaho Falls, Idaho, First—615 N. Water Ave. 
P—Carl E. Samuelson, 615 N. Water Ave. 
S—Miss Helen Louise Anderson, 486 West 20th St. 
T—Mr. Karl E. Snell, Route 4 

Nampa, Idaho, Trinity—2nd St. at 10th Ave. 
P—Elmore F. Carlson, 412 17th Ave. So. 
S—Miss Elsa Nystrom, 531 Greenleaf Ave. 
T—Mr. William H. Jensen, 1515 7th St. No. 

Ogden, Utah, Elim—2305 Jefferson Ave. 
V.P—Eric N. Hawkins, 1776 Yalecrest Ave., Salt Lake City, Utah 
S—Orpha Lindstrom, 847 28rd St. 
T—A. E. Forbes, 846 27th St. 

Salt Lake City, Utah, Zion—164 S. 4th East 
P—Eric N. Hawkins, 1776 Yalecrest Ave. 
S—Mr. Arnold E. Hultquist, 1666 Garfield Ave. 
T—Mr. Leonard Granberg, 1815 Stratford Ave. 


Montana District 


Anaconda, Montana, First—524 Cedar 
P—Alvin D. Mattson, Jr., 312 E. 6th 
S—Mr. Horace Peterson, 605 Elm 
T—Mr. E. T. Nordquist, 721 W. 3rd 
Butte, Montana, Emanuel—300 S. Montana St. 
P—John A. Nasstrom, 409 S. Excelsior St. 
S—Mr. Oscar Peterson, 1957 S. Gaylord 
T—Mr. Oscar Peterson, 1957 S. Gaylord 
Great Falls, Montana, Bethel—18th St. and 3rd Ave. S. W. 
P—Lyndon K. Murk, 2719 Central Ave. W. 
S—Mrs. Kenneth Enge, 2115 4th Ave. S. W. 
T—Mr. Oscar Hoffman, 2319 2nd Ave. S. W. 
Great Falls, Montana, First English—726 2nd Ave. N. 
P—Carl E. R. Nelson, 112 8th St. N. 
S—Miss Rose Nagel, 60914 Central Ave. 
T—Mr. Archie Hindoien, 2505 4th Ave. S. 
Helena, Montana, St. John’s—Helena Ave. at Ewing St. 
P—Nels H. Norbeck, 46 11th Ave. 
S—Miss Anna Johnson, 1051 East 6th Ave. 
T—Mr. Paul E. Paulsen, 219 Vawter St. 
Missoula, Montana, Immanuel—430 Alder 
P—Roderick W. Johnson, 539 Brooks St. 
S—Miss Faye Woges, 2223 Peterson 
T—Mr. Ewing Heisel, 638 W. Kent 


Mount Baker District 

Bellingham, Washington, Faith—Maple and High Sts. 

P—C. Stanton Peterson, 700 14th St. 

S—Mr. Harold Borgstrom, 907 16th St. 

T—Mr. Paul Halldorson, 3218 Cottonwood Ave. 
Everett, Washington, Zion—Wetmore Ave. at 24th St. 

V.P.—Sidney W. Jones, Box 97, Lake Stevens, Wash. 

S—Miss Margaret Norberg, 2205 Rainier 

T—Mr. Alton Black, 2810 Victor Place 
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Haney, B. C., Canada, St. Paul’s—Dewdney Trunk Road 
P—Wm. S. Petersen, 1011 4th Ave., New Westminster, B. C., Canada 
S—Mr. Jack Heselton, Route 1 
T—Mr. Jonas Skonberg, Box 43 


Lake Stevens, Washington, Ebenezer— 
P—Sidney W. Jones, Box 97 
S—Mr. Ed Abrahamson, 2406 Everett Ave., Everett, Washington 
T—Mr. Evan Lall, Route 1 
Lynden, Washington, Clearbrook—Haverstick and Van Buren Rds. 
P—Carl O. Muhr, Route 3, Box 143 
S—Mr. Everett Loreen, Route 3, Box 148 
T—Mr. John Loreen, Route 3 
Mount Vernon, Washington, Salem—3rd and Snoqualmie 
P—Oliver A. Nelson, 1005 S. 3rd St. 
S—Mrs. Henry Brue, 1227 S. 12th St. 
T—Mr. Eric Lindquist, Route 5, Box 10 
New Westminster, B. C., Canada, Immanuel—427 11th St. 
P—William S. Petersen, 1011 4th Ave. 
S—Mrs. Gordon Herman, 208 Carnarvon 
T—Mr. Andrew Sondergaard, 685 16th Ave. 
Sedro Woolley, Washington, Bethlehem—807 Puget 
P—Haro!ld J. Bolm, 420 Ferry St. 
S—-Mr. Richard Sackmann, Greenstreet Add. 
T—Mr. John Lentz, Box 349 
Vancouver, B. C., Canada, Augustana—5 W. King Edward Ave. at Ontario 
V.P.—William S. Petersen, 1011 4th Ave., New Westminster, B. C. 
S_Miss Ruth Solberg, Apt. 21, 485 W. 14th Ave. 
T—Mr. August Long, 2741 E. 16th Ave. 
Vancouver, B. C., Canada, Faith—4257 E. Hastings St. 
L.P.—Mr. Edgar L. Magney, 3790 Oxford St. 
S—Miss Miriam Vikman, 4505 Picton 
T—Mr. Walter Ozol, 612 N. MacDonald Ave. 


Mount Rainier District 


Aberdeen, Washington, Trinity—201 North I St. 
P—Rudolph B. Johnson, 1607 Pacific Ave. 
S—Mrs. Al Lund, 601 N. Michigan 
T__Mr. Martin Johnson, 612 N. Williams 

Auburn, Washington, Messiah—Third and E St., N. E. 
P—Oscar R. Rolander, 418 Third N. E. 

S—Mr. L. G. Strand, 507 Fourth N. E. 
T—Dr. George Nickelsen, 512 Seventh N. E. 

Bellevue, Washington, Grace—102 Ave. N. E. and 10th St. 
P—Gordon W. Loren, P. O. Box 556 
S—Mrs. Willis Newman, 10005 N. E. 22nd St. 
T_Mr. William Creaver, 9247 N. E. 18th St. 

Hoquiam, Washington, Saron—8th and M Sts. 
P—George W. Schwanenberg, 818 Spruce St. 
S__Mr. Joe Paulsen, Route 4, Box 16 
T—Mr. Ernest Eklund, 816 J St. 
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Olympia, Washington, Gloria Dei—Harrison and Perry Sts. 
P—Arthur I. Anderson, Rt. 6, Box 210 
S—Mr. F. E. Edlund, Rt. 10, Box 608 
T—Mr. Earl Elton, 2501 Otis 
Port Blakely, Washington, Bethany— 
V.P.—S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont, Seattle 33, Wash. 
S—Mr. Henry K. Larson, Port Blakely, Wash. 
T—Mr. Fred U. Matson, Creosote, Wash. 
Port Orchard, Washington, Elim—Rt. 5, Box 310 
L.P.—A. A. Gronberg, Route 5, Box 310 
S—Mrs. Donald Crocker, Route 5, Box 149 
T—Mr. Herman Boehme, Route 1, Box 189 
Redmond, Washington, Faith— 
P—Earl V. Sakrison, P. O. Box 122 
S—Mrs. George E. Garrison, Redmond, Wash. 
T—Mr. Donald E. Meier, Route 1, Box 875, Kirkland, Wash. 
Rochester, Washington, St. Mark’s— 
V.P.—E. Arthur Larson, 701 S. 54th St., Tacoma, Wash. 
S—Mrs. Carl Erstrom, Route 2, Box 147 
T—Mr. Car] Erstrom, Route 2, Box 147 
Seattle, Washington, Bethany—7400 Woodlawn Ave. 
P—Ralph 8S. Johnson, 7318 Latona Ave. (5) 
S—Miss Dorothy Brown, 2722 5th Ave. West (99) 
T—Mr. Leonard Anderson, 1098 Innis Arden Dr., Richmond Beach, Wash. 
Seattle, Washington, Emmaus—65th St. and 2nd Ave. N. W. 
V.P.—Lowell L. Bernard, 8717 25th Ave., N. W. (7) 
S—Miss Ethelmarie Taylor, 6217 3rd Ave. N. W. (7) 
T—Mr. Rurik W. Eriks, 8223 Densmore Ave. (5) 
Seattle, Washington, Gethsemane—9th and Stewart St. 
P—Theodore E. Palmer, 1515 28th Ave. W. (99) 
S—Mr. John M. Nelson, 5556 35th Ave. N. E. (5) 
T—Mr. Leonard A. Johnson, 11050 Rowan Road (88) 
Seattle, Washington, Luther Memorial—13047 Greenwood Ave. 
P—Neale E. Nelson, 13047 Greenwood Ave. (33) 
S—Mrs. S. L. Swenson, 12521 Fremont (33) 
T—Mr. Bernard Anderson, 12039 First Ave. N. W. (77) 
Seattle, Washington, Magnolia—3020 W. McGraw 
P—John B. Darrah, 3020 W. McGraw (99) 
S—Mrs. Arthur E. Snyder, 1952 35th Ave. W. (99) 
T—Mr. B. C. Grangaard, 2862 44th Ave. (99) 
Seattle, Washington, Our Redeemer’s—8505 24th Ave. N. W. 
P—Lowell L. Bernard, 8717 25th Ave. N. W. (7) 
S—Mrs. D. Schindele, 8553 24th Ave. N. W. (7) 
T—Mr. Carl A. Carlson, Jr., 9251 Wallingford (3) 
Seattle, Washington, Peace—8316 39th S. W. 
P—Ernest A. Bergeson, 3745 W. Thistle (6) 
S—Mrs. Wiliam Krull, 7308 Vashon Place (6) 
T—Mr. August Kalweit, 8844 31st S. W. (6) 
Tacoma, Washington, Bethel—907 S. 54th St. 
P—E. Arthur Larson, 701 S. 54th St. (8) 
S—Mrs. Edward Selander, 720 S. 55th St. (8) 
T—Mr. Donald Jensen, 3915 N. 12th St. 
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Tacoma, Washington, First—524 S. Eye St. 
P—Carl E. Rydell, 524 S. Eye St. (5) 
S—Miss Emma Thoren, 402 14th S. E., Puyallup, Wash. 
T—Mr. G. E. McWilliams, 4611 N. Mullen St. Ch 
Tacoma, Washington, Ruston—N. 52nd and Pearl Sts. 
L.P.—Edward Flatness, P. O. Box 275, Parkland, Wash. 
S—Miss Rose Marie Kvernvik, 5010 N. Pearl St. 
T—Mr. G. E. Hoff, 5201 N. Pearl St. 
Yakima, Washington, Central—1604 W. Yakima Ave. 
P—Roland H. Swanson, 1510 Belmont 
S—Miss Esther Ellingsberg, Rt. 7, Box 181 
T—My. Harold Bailey, 606 8. 8th Ave. 


Portland District 
Astoria, Oregon, Trinity—16th and Franklin 
P—Roy W. Ryden, 722 Franklin Ave. 
S—Mr. Edgar Johnson, 547 Alameda 
T—Mrs. Runar Rasmus, 711 16th St. 
Brush Prairie, Washington, Elim— 
V.P.—Henry J. Hokenson, 3055 N. E. Everett, Portland 15, Oregon 
S—Mrs. Edythe Barton, Rt. 1 
T—Mrs. G. A. Bloomquist, Rt. 1, Box 135 
Colton, Oregon, Colton 
P—Ear] H. Wall, P20. Box 55 
S—Mr. George Gustafson, R.F.D. 1 
T—Mr. Valdemar Danielson 
Coos Bay, Oregon, Trinity—38rd and Commercial 
P—Carl G. Danielson, 337 Commercial 
S—Mrs. Grace Allen, 1076 Anderson 
T—Mr. C. K. Houge, Sr., 1860 N. Thompson Rd. 
Corvallis, Oregon, Grace—435 N. 21st St. 
P—Everett J. Jensen, 435 N. 21st 
S—Mrs. Arthur Einarson, 9 Edgewood Way 
T==Dr C, Theo, Yerian, ola Naolstst. 
Gresham, Oregon, Trinity—W. Powell Blvd. and Ava Ave. 
P—Carl A. V. Lund, 817 W. Powell Blvd. 
S—Mrs. Edward Stubbs, 1512 N. Main St. 
T—Dr. J. G. Sture, 59 Ava Ave. 
Tone, Oregon, Valby 
V.P.—Henry J. Hokenson, 3055 N. E. Eevrett, Portland 15, Oregon 
S—Mr. Donald Peterson 
T—Mr. Leonard Carlson 
North Bend, Oregon, First—777 Florida 
P—Enoch Sandeen, 1493 Sherman Ave. 
S—Mrs. Walter Norlin, 1795 Garfield 
TMrs. Karl Sandeen, 1493 Sherman Ave. 
Portland, Oregon, Augustana—2725 N. E. 15th 
P—Ralph R. Lindquist, 2734 N. E. 20th (12) 
S_-Mrs. L. P. Lind, 3709 N. E. Couch 
T—Mr. Luther Johnson, 1724 N. E. 57th (18) 
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Portland, Oregon, First Immanuel—N. W. 19th Ave. at Irving St. 
P—Carl W. Sodergren, 1816 N. W. Irving St. 
S—Dr. Kenneth A. Erickson, 7137 S. W. 52nd Ave. (19) 
T—Mr. Walter W. Ekroth, 1918 N. E. 77th Ave. (16) 


Portland, Oregon, Mt. Carmel—S. W. Maplecrest and Boone’s Ferry Rd. 
V.P.—Henry J. Hokenson, 3055 N. E. Everett (15) 
S—Mrs. Russell Molldrem, Rt. 1, Box 891, Lake Grove, Oregon 
T—Mr. Philip S. Hatling, 5813 S. E. Milwaukie (2) 

Portland, Oregon, Pilgrim—8819 S. E. Powell Blvd. 
P—O. E. Clauson, 9025 S.E. Cora (66) 

S—Mrs. Maynard Larson, 2434 S. E. 11th Ave. 
T—Mr. George Tupper, 9505 S. E. Boise 

Roseburg, Oregon, Eden 
P—Elmer T. Peters, 1324 Berdine St. 

S—Mrs. Stanley Sjogren, Woodruff Road 
T—Mr. C. Emil Johnson, 1217 Hickory St. 

Roseburg, Oregon, Faith—320 W. 8rd Ave. N. 
P—Elmer T. Peters, 1324 Berdine St. 

S—Mrs. Charles Miller, 1010 Nebo St. 
T—Mr. Robert D. Trued, 303 W. 3rd Ave. N. 

St. Helens, Oregon, First—Fourth and Wyeth Sts. 
P—Leroy E. Pillman, 198 Wonderly Drive, Sta. A 
S—Mrs. Lawrencve Jensen, 184 S. 2nd St. 

T—Mr. Elmer Jensen, Box 337 

Warren, Oregon, Bethany—Rt. 1, Box 205 
V.P.—Leroy Pillman, 198 Wonderly Drive, Sta. A 
S—Mr. Douglas Martin 
T—Mr. Arthur Lund 


THE COLUMBIA CONFERENCE 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The Columbia Conference of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
convened for its sixty-second annual convention at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Astoria, Oregon, the Rev. Roy W. Ryden, pastor, on April 27, 1954. 
The Pastoral Conference was held at 2:30 p.m., with Pastor John B. Darrah 
as leader, Pastor Oscar R. Rolander led in devotions. Dr. Eric Wahlstrom, 
Professor at Augustana Seminary, Rock Island, Iliinois, presented an address 
entitled, “Biblical Preaching.” A Conference for Laymen and Laywomen was 
held at 2:30 under the leadership of Mr. Gordon Storaasli. Addresses were 
presented by Mr. Sam Edwins and Mr. Tom Myklebust. Mr. Don Larson pre- 
sented a Consideration of the Conference Agenda. 


The Convention was officially opened on Tuesday, April 27, 7:30 p.m., 
at the Convention Service held at the Trinity Lutheran Church as per printed 
program. Pastor S. L. Swenson, president of the Columbia Conference, declared 
the sixty-second annual convention of the Conference opened in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The Columbia Conference delegation and the Women’s Missionary Society 
delegation assembled jointly on Wednesday, April 28, 1954 at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church at 8:30 a.m., for Bible study in the Letter to Ephesians under 
the leadership cf Dr. Eric Wahlstrom. 

The Conference assembled for business at the Grace Episcopal Church, 
Astoria, at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was called to order by the president, Pastor 
S. L. Swenson. The chaplain for the opening session, Pastor H. Luther Swanson 
led the delegates in the opening prayer. 


ROLL OF THE CONVENTION 


Inland Empire District 
Church Pastor Lay Delegate 
MOSCOW am HUIS) eevee meee Kmil EH. Gustafson .................. Walter Johnson 
Spokane, Grace ..... pula) Combi MGI weet eee Clifford Vawter 










Spokane, Salem .............. ..J. Hiram Hogberg ...lvan Anderson 

Spokane, St. Mark’s ... .Willis Erickson. ......................Gerald Larson 

AD Xoifes, MON 2 eta e na 

Veradale, Good Shepherd..Earl L. Anderson ..........0.... Mrs. Leol Hanson 
Intermountain District 

Blackfoot, Emanuel .............. TBL, Le WAL ID SY 6 Hi QUE ocremercemetpentins 

Boise, Immanuel ~....-.... H. Luther Swanson ............ ..H. M. Friscopp 


.H. Luther Swanson ....... 
Idaho Falls, First .... =Garl) B. Samuelson ss... Mrs. Ingvard Mathiasen 
Nampa, Trinity ......... pHilmore! Carlsonysese nes: Mrs. James Smith 
Ogden, Elim 2... Erie Hawkins, v-pi... Perry Leland 
Salt Lake City, Utah. .......... EYCICREL AW KIS seem eee: Clifford Kent 
Salt Lake City, Holy 

Trinity Mission ...........Robert O. Collick ........ 


Birth, Bethel. 
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Montana District 


Church Pastor Lay Delegate 
Anaconda, Hirst... Alvin D. Mattson, JY. ........... Miss Margaret Swanson 
Butte, Emanuel 20.0.0... 0HN A. NasstrOm ......seee Mrs. Hjalmar Bergendahl 
Great Falls, Bethel .............. Eyndeneviur ki. on Raymond Johnson 
Great Falls, First English..Carl E. R. Nelson... Clyde Kinney 
Helena, St. John’s ................... Nels H. Norbeck -2....--o.....ssssoo- Mrs. Rachel Finstad 
Missoula, Immanuel ............. Roderick W. Johnson .......... John Carlberg’ 


Mount Baker District 











Bellingham, Faith. 2.0... C. Stanton Peterson .............. John Oberg 
Everett; Zion 22... 4.esldney Jones, Vip. .aas ae Carl Norberg 
Haney, St.\ Paul's. Wm. S. Petersen............. cee Mrs. Jacob Gellner 
Lake Stevens, Ebenezev........Sidney Jones. ......... ..Mrs. O. W. Nelson 
Lynden, Clearbrook... ArIRO Me TITe Heeee. es Victor Holmquist 
Mount Vernon, Salem ........... Oliver A. Nelson .......ccccsen R. T. Reep 

New Westminster, 

Immanuel "ee ees Wins Su retersenss..5. soos Selim Carlson 
Sedro Woolley, 

Bethlehem anol Rolm eee Jac Running 
Vancouver, Augustana .....Wm. 8S. Petersen, v.p............ Andrew Clunas 
Vancouver, Faith ncn Ed Maney (Lop) eseescsncenseeen Mrs. J. A. Vikman 

Mount Rainier District 
Aberdeen, Trinity... Rudolph Johnson .....cccccecccon Andrew Lindquist 
Auburn, Messiah 22s SCAT NOLATICEL ne incantnad Charles Peterson 
Bellevue, Grace .ccecocsssssrecerene AG OrdOM W0ren ween mete: Herman R. Pearson 
Hoquiam, Saron. ............ _..seorge Schwanenberg .......Rudolph Anderson 
Olympia, Gloria Dei .............. Arthur I. Anderson ................Earl Elton 
Port Blakely, Bethany .......S. L. Swenson, V.pe -eecccsoe. Andrew Haugen 
Redmond, Faith 0000... a WarleS alors On wen eee es Roy Swenson 
Rochester, St. Mark’s.......... E. Arthur Larson, v.p......... 
Seattle, Bethany ........__. Ralph S. Johnson «0.0.00... John Skoog 
Seattle, Emmaus .................uowell L. Bernard, v.p........Mrs. Alfred Johnson 
Seattle, Gethsemane .............. Theodore E. Palmer .............. Harry Liden 
Seattle, Luther Memorial..Neale E. Nelson 0.0 Mrs. Conrad Haggblom 
Seattle,, Mapnolia 22 == JohneBs Darrah =. 2 Wendell Nordstrom 
Seattle, Our Redeemer’s..... Lowell L. Bernard ...... ..Oliver Olson 
Seattle, Peace cecum rnest A. Bergeson cn. William Krull 
Tacoma, Bethel ..scnesnen &. Arthur Larson ................Reynold Engvall 
Tacoma, First 
Maconiay Ruston Henry J. Hokenson, v.p......Mrs. Anna Erickson 
PortiOrchard, Elim sess A. A. Gronberg, Lp. 


Yakima, Washington .......... Roland H. Swanson................. Alvin Svendsen 


Portland District 





ASTORIA, rin ity eee Roy Ry dem ooececccees coors. terman Slotte 
Brush Prairie, Elim .............. Henry J. Hokenson, v.p......E. G. Nystrom 
Colton, Colton... 2... earl Welle ee 8 Rognar Anderson 
Coos; Bay, irinth yas GG? Danielsonwees =e 

Corvallis, Grace Everett J. Jensen .................. 

Gresham, Trinity 2 CGAY V, tenes J. G. Sture 


Tone, Valby nccnnnnnnnmnunentenry J. Hokenson, v.p.....Mrs. Oscar Peterson 
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Church Pastor Lay Delegate 
North Bend, First ................... 
Portland, Augustana ......... Ralph R. Lindquist ................ Oscar Nelson 
Portland, First Immanuel..Carl W. Sodergren .............. Russell Reese 
Portland, Mt. Carmel............. Henry J. Hokenson, v.p......Mrs. A. Pearson 


Roseburg) Hden —2.....0.. Elmer T. Peters 






IROSeberp: eH alth ee ee HilmerVi Peters: 2. Arthur Midland 
St. Helens, First ................Leroy E. Pillman ............. 
Warren, Bethany 00000... Leroy, Hy Pillman, wipe Mrs. R. D. Schuring 


Other Delegates 
Regional Director of American Missions: Pastor Henry J. Hokenson 
Home for the Aged: Pastor L. E. Jones, E. C. Carlson 
Columbia Hospital: Gordon Storaasli 
Board of Trustees: Donald Larson 
Retired Pastors: A. G. Anderson, Luther Cornay, J. E. Lonnquist 
Internes: Donald Berg, Philip Engstrom, Lowell Erickson, Lawrence Sundell, 
Wellington Witkop 
Emanuel Hospital: Pastor H. George Randolph, Paul Hanson 


ORGANIZATION OF THE CONVENTION 


Resolved, That: 

1. The time of the business sessions shall be as follows: Wednesday, 9:30 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.; 
2:15 p.m. to 5:00 ‘p.m. Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

2. The agenda as presented with the schedule of times for the various 
reports shall he the Order of the Day. 

3. The privilege of the floor was granted to: All members of the Board of 
Administration of the Trinity Lutheran Church, Astoria, Oregon; Pastor Ed 
Bracher, Rodney Olson, Ernest Eklund, Leonard Anderson, Carl Moberg, Sven 
Lund, Pastor Eugene Stime, Pastor Henry Hetland, Pastor Ed Svendsen. 

Appointments were made by the chair as follows: 

1. Chaplains and reading clerks for the sessions: Pastor H. Luther Swan- 
son, first session; Earl Anderson, second session; Robert O. Collick, third 
session; Harold H. Bolm, fourth session; Earl H. Wall, fifth session. 

2. Pastor Everett J. Jensen and Pastor O. E. Clauson, Committee on Reso- 
lutions of Thanks. 

3. The District Presidents together with the Secretary to constitute the 
Committee on Excuses. 

4. Reporters: THE LUTHERAN COMPANION, Pastor Eric Hawkins; 
AUGUSTANA, Pastor Carl A. V. Lund; WESTERN LUTHERAN, Pastor Eric 
Hawkins; Local Press, Pastor Neale Nelson. 


ADDRESSES AND GREETINGS 


Fraternal and personal greetings were brought to the convention by 
Pastor Ed Bracher, Superintendent of the Compass Mission, Seattle; Pastor 
Roy E. Olson, Pacific Lutheran College; Pastor Eugene V. Stime, Dean of the 
Seattle Lutheran Bible Institute; Pastor Henry Hetland, Western Secretary 
of the Divisicn of Student Service of the National Lutheran Council; Pastor 
Ed Svendsen, Executive Director of the Lutheran Student Foundation of Ore- 
gon; The Rev. L. V. Livingston, Rector of the Grace Episcopal Church of 


22 


Astoria, Oregon; Mr. Sam Edwins on behalf of Dr. Oscar A. Benson, presi- 
dent of the Augustana Lutheran Church. 

Fraternal greetings were received via telegram from the Nebraska, New 
England, New York, Superior, California, and Canada Conferences, and from 
the Ministerium of the Pacific District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Greetings were sent to all Conferences in convention assembled and to the 
Ministerium of the Pacific District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
session. 


ELECTIONS 


Tellers for the convention were appointed as follows: Roy Swenson, Mrs. 
Leol Hanson, Raymond Johnson, Mrs. Ingvard Mathiason, Carl Norberg, Don- 
ald Berg. 

Election of Conference officers, boards, committees and delegates was 
conducted in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Conference con- 
stitution. Candidates elected are listed in the Conference directory. 


DELEGATES TO AUGUSTANA CHURCH CONVENTION 


Clergy delegates to the convention of the Church were elected as follows: 


Carl E. Rydell Enoch Sandeen 
Roderick W. Johnson Ralph S. Johnson 
Carl E. Samuelson Nels H. Norbeck 
J. Hiram Hogberg Ralph R. Lindquist 
Carl O. Muhr Gordon W. Loren 


C. Stanton Peterson 
Alternates to be chosen from the panel in regular order. 


Lay delegates were elected as follows: 


1. Trinity, Aberdeen, Washington...................... Mr. Carl Erickson 
Mr. Victor Fosburg 
2. St. Mark’s, Spokane, Washington................ Mr. William Kiem 


Mrs. Norman Perring 
ede ete 2 Seb We Miss Elsa Nystrom 
Mr. C. O. Samuelson 


3. Trinity, Nampa, Idaho 


A eStarauls, Haney, be eee Miss Alphild Skonberg: 
August Kalweit 
5. Bethany, Warren, Oregon... uu.......Mrs. 6. J. Larson 
Mr. Clarence Ellison 
6. Emmaus, Seatle, Washingt0on o.com Mr. Runar Long 
Mrs. Edna Soderman 
7. Elim, Brush Prairie, Washington...............Mrs. Wretha McLovy 


Mrs. Ellen Bloomquist 
A Ae oe Dr. John W. Unis 


Mr. F. E. Edlund 


8. Gloria Dei, Olympia, Washington 


9. Zion, Salt Lake City, Utah... Mr. Ernest Olsson 
Dr. G. Raymond Fehr 
10. Salem, Spokane, Washington ..... Mr. Richard R. Johnson 
Mr. W. Harold Mast 
11. Augustana, Vancouver, B. Conoco. Mr. Albert Johnson 


Mr. Andrew Clunas 
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EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


To the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

“No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a vessel, or puts it under a 
bed, but puts it on a stand, that those who enter may see the light.”—Lk. 8:16. 

It is with a deep sense of gratitude to our heavenly Father that we as a 
Conference meet for this our sixty-second annual convention. He has blessed 
us throughout the years with innumerable blessings and as we look back upon 
this past year we see in a very special way His guidance and bountiful mercy. 
Surely, He has lighted a lamp in our midst and has not covered it, but per- 
mitted it to shine upon us in the fullness of divine benediction. 

Privilege by its very nature imparts responsibility. God looks to us who 
have the gospel to so let it move us through His Spirit that our lives may be 
radiant in works of love. We need to ask ourselves just what we have done 
with the light God has given us. Have we selfishly tried to keep it for our- 
selves? A smnothered light soon goes out. In this year of “Advance for Christ” 
God calls upon us to put our lamp on a stand, so that in this bewildered gen- 
eration all men may see Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 


I. Our Congregations 


It has been an inspiration to read the pastoral reports as they have come 
to the president’s office and also to study the revort of the statistician. There 
has been evidence that the Light has been shining in our midst and that progress 
has been made in many ways. This should by no means make us feel satisfied, 
but rather spur us on to greater effort and consecration. After all, we have 
not in any sphere of our activity exhausted the possibilities that are before us. 


The Means of Grace 

Our congregations meet faithfully on the Lord’s Day for worship. An 
average of 8,508 people meet in the churches of our Conference for the Sunday 
morning service. All of our churches have special services during Lent and at 
other seasons. Only a few have regular services on Sunday evenings. Approxi- 
mately 20% of the unconfirmed Church School pupils attend the Sunday morn- 
ing worship service. 

Transportation difficulties, hours of employment, indifference, and Sun- 
day diversions are given as the primary reasons for members being absent 
from the worship services. Others specifically mentioned are: “The general 
idea that one needs to attend only once or twice a month and that takes care 
of it;” “Original sin;” “Subtle family grievances;” “Lack of Christian training.” 
Pastors try by a consistent calling program, pastoral letters, parish papers and 
other ways to stimulate church attendance. Many of our congregations had 
special evangelistic meetings. “The Home Altar” or some other devotional book- 
let is distributed in most parishes. Sixty-eight percent of the homes of our 
Conference were personally visited by the pastors during the year. 

Children of members are presented for Holy Baptism in infancy. Children 
of non-members are brought at any age from infancy to confirmation time. 
Most pastors report that there is some follow-up of baptized children of un- 
churched parents, but few give any specific way in which this is done. This is 
one of the most fruitful of our home mission fields and it is important that each 
congregation have a positive and well integrated program for its development. 
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A few mentioned that this was done through the Cradle Roll, one pastor sends 
monthly letters to the: parents, one sends the parish paper and another makes 
a special effort to visit these homes. ] 

Our people are given frequent opportunity to partake of Holy Communion. 
Many churches hold communion services once a month and also at special 
seasons of the Church year. An overage of 68% of our confirmed member- 
ship partook of the Lord’s Supper at least once during the year. It is obvious 
that there must be a special concern on our part for the spiritual well-being 
of the 32% who for some reason felt it unnecessary to present themselves 
even once for this holy Sacrament during the course of an entire year. Pastors 
and deacons are reminded of their responsibilities in this matter. 


Parish Education 

Sincere effort is made by our congregations to properly train the children 
and youth in the Christian faith. As reported by the statistician, 9,094 children 
under confirmation age are enrolled in our Sunday schools. The ‘Christian 
Growth” series is used exclusively by most of the Sunday schools. Some supple- 
ment with other courses, especially in the nursery and primary departments. 
Five do not use the “Christian Growth” series at all. Of these, three use the 
Augsburg material, one the Concordia, and one the Gospel Light. Staff meet- 
ings are held in all the schools, but only 26 have regular Teacher Training 
classes. This is cause for some concern. In the secular education of our children 
Wwe are very careful that they have properly trained teachers. Should we be 
less careful in their spiritual education? 

Eight congregations have weekday schools for religious education on re- 
leased time from the public schools. Several of these are in co-operation with 
other churches in the community. Fifty-one churches sponsored Vacation Bible 
schools; most of them for a total of thirty class hours. Many of our churches 
also sponsor Scouting and other such character building organizations, or take 
an active part in community sponsored groups. 

Our pastors take the responsibility of confirmation instruction seriously. 
Thorough training is given both to youth and adults, with special care that 
all learn the fundamentals of our Christian faith and the responsibilities and 
privileges of church membership. The average length of instruction for adults 
totals about ten hours. Some pastors use courses available from the various 
Lutheran publishing houses, others have developed courses of their own. 

All of our congregations have auxiliary crganizations such as the Women’s 
Missionary Society, Ladies’ Aid, Brotherhood, Luther League and others of 
like nature. These all contribute to the devotional and social life of our mem- 
bers and serve as mediums for a greater sense of unity and fellowship. They 
also aid in the financial promotion of our work, both in the local congregation 
and in the missionary activity of the Church. 

More and more of our congregations are realizing the value of an informed 
laity. To this end the number of club subscrivtions for the Church papers are 
constantly increasing. As reported by Augustana Book Concern and The 
Western Lutheran, the following congregations are now on the Church Paper 
Honor Roll: (The Lutheran Companion) Trinity, Nampa; First, Idaho Falls; 
First, Anaconda; Bethel, Great Falls; Immanuel, Missoula; Trinity, Coos Bay; 
Mt. Carmel, Portland; Pilgrim, Portland; First, Bellingham; Salem, Spokane; 
First, Tacoma; (The Western Lutheran) First, Idaho Falls; Emanuel, Black- 
foot; Bethel, Firth; Trinity, Gresham; Clearbrook, Lynden; First, Moscow; 
Luther Memorial Seattle. Many other congregations have carried on thorough 
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subscription campaigns, so that most of the homes receive a church paper 
without the club plan. One pastor reports that his congregation is not on the 
club plan, but that all homes but four receive a church paper. Another pastor 
whose congregation is on the club plan says, “Yes, and it is a wonderful help.” 


Parish Administration 


In general the business administration of our congregations is carried on 
in an efficient manner. Almost all of the pastors report that the Church Records 
and Records of Ministerial Acts are kept up to date. This is important, and 
it is especially needful that a pastor leave all records in correct and up-to-date 
condition when he moves from a parish. Some pastors who have recently 
arrived in their parishes report that the church books were not found in good 
order. Carelessness in such matters has a tendency to mark a pastor’s personal 
record as the years go on and it is therefore of importance both for him and 
his congregation that he give proper attention to this part of his work. 

Forty-three congregations have made no systematic survey of their area 
in the last three years and report no intention to make such a survey in the 
near future. With the continual shift in population in our communities, it 
seems improbable that a congregation can fulfill its responsibility toward the 
unchurched in its area without an ongoing survey ‘program, or at least an 
occasional total survey of the immediate field. We dare to predict that if all 
of our congregations pursued such a policy, together with a well directed 
follow-up program, our Conference would attain to an hitherto unprecedented 
growth. 

Boards of Administration and Boards of Trustees in general fulfill their 
constitutional responsibilities effectively. However, thirty reports state that 
the financial secretary and treasurer are not bonded. We call the attention of 
these congregations to Art. V, Sec. 4, Par. 9 of their congregational constitu- 
tion. There is more question as to the effectiveness with which the deacons 
fulfill their responsibilities. Typical answers are: “Improving,” “Could do 
better,” “Somewhat,” “Barely,” “Not too effectively,’ “In a limited way.” 
Other pastors report that they have splendid co-operation from their deacons. 
A few follow the system of delegating specific duties to committees within the 
Church Council. This seems to work well, especially so if regular meetings 
of the board are held to hear committee reports and proposals. 


Most of the congregations conduct a systematic program of stewardship 
education, with more or less success. Almost all of the churches prepare an 
annual budget and conduct an Every Member Canvass for pledges. An aver- 
age of 59% of the confirmed members make a financial pledge to their church. 
It seems probable that with a more effective program of stewardship education 
on the Conference, district, and congregational level, we could make consider- 
able improvement in this respect. As it is, too many of our members take 
no really effective part in the stewardship of their church, with the result 
that a disproportionate burden is placed on those who do. 

A few congregations did not pay their allocation to the general work of 
the Church, with the result that all Conference and Church beneficiaries were 
paid less than their allocated budget. Conference and Church reports of bene- 
ficiaries show this failure on the part of some to do their share. It has been 
said by a great scientist that a baby can not drop its rattle from the cradle 
without the effect thereof being felt to the uttermost part of the universe. 
The same is true of the church, no member, no congregation, no Conference 
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can fail to do his or its proportionate part without the effects of such delin- 
quency being felt in every sphere of activity of the Church. 

The reports show that the congregations are mindful of the material needs 
of their pastors. The average cash remuneration paid to pastors in full-time 
employment in a parish is $3,988.95 for 1954. This sum includes all allowances 
made for use of car, utilities, ete. Except in one case, pastors are also allowed 
free use of parsonage. No man with a true sense of his divine calling enters 
the holy ministry for the purpose of earning money. However, “The laborer 
deserves his wages.’ Congregations should see to it that their pastors are 
paid a salary adequate to maintain a good credit rating in the community, to 
properly provide for his family and to take care of insurance and pension 
needs for a possible time of retirement and old age. One pastor, not of our 
Conference, told us some time ago that his salary was so low that he became 
more and more in debt. He prepared a budget of his expenses and presented 
the same to his board of trustees. The result was that the congregation after 
a careful study of this budget immediately raised his salary $1,400. We urge 
the church councils of our Conference to request such a budget statement 
from their pastor, especially if the present salary falls below the average 
of the Conference as stated above. 

Improvements have been made on church properties as follows: 

First, Moscow: Sidewalk, painting, etc., $540.00 

Grace, Spokane: Insulation and redecorating, $3,190.21 

Salem, Spokane: Folding chairs, $500.00 

Good Shepherd, Veradale: Purchase of property, $10,000.00 

Emanuel, Blackfoot: Remodeling of parsonage, $246.02 

Immanuel, Boise: Purchase of parsonage 

Bethel, Firth: Painting of parsonage 

First, Idaho Falls: Retaining wall, parsonage painted, $175.00 

Elim, Ogden: Church remodeling and repairs, $605.00 

Zion, Salt Lake City: Furnace and remodeling parsonage, $1,500.00 
Trinity, Nampa:; Connsonata organ (gift), $2,000.00. 

First, Anaconda: Repairs, refrigerator, dossal curtain, $450.00 
Emanuel, Butte: Two new stoves and kitchen sink 

Zion, Everett: Remodeling parsonage to parish house, $1,600.00 

Salem, Mount Vernon: Chairs, audio-visual equipment, $835.00 
Ebenezer, Lake Stevens: New church basement, Connsonata organ, $16,175.00 
Clearbrook, Lynden: Renovation of parsonage, acquiring of parish hall 
Bethlehem, Sedro Woolley: Garage, paraments, etc. $700.00 

Faith, Vancouver: Parsonage repairs and fixtures, $515.00 

Trinity, Aberdeen: Remodeling parish house, piano, $2,175.00 

Messiah, Auburn: General renovation and painting 

Grace, Bellevue: Pews, rug, landscaping, etc., $1,000.00 

Saron, Hoquiam: Asphalting parking lot, equipment, repairs, $4,623.00 
Gloria Dei, Olympia: Purchase of parsonage lots, $1,500.00 

Faith, Redmond: Basement completed, $1,000.60 

Ruston, Tacoma: Chapel painted and renovated, equipment, $946.00 
Bethany, Seattle: Moving and remodeling house 

Emmaus, Seattle: Painting church and parish house, $2,153.84 
Gethsemane, Seattle: New church under construction to cost $300,000.00 
Luther Memorial, Seattle: Land, equipment, etc., $5,758.00 

Magnolia, Seattle: New church, $160,696.86 

Our Redeemer’s, Seattle: Parish education unit, $26,500.00 


Peace, Seattle: Church painted, choir robes, etc., $516.73 

Bethel, Tacoma: Parsonage painted, hymnals, etc., $212.00 

Elim, Port Orchard: Church remodeled, parsonage painted, etc. 
Central, Yakima: Carpeting, hot water heater, pump and tool house, $3,104.00 
Trinity, Astoria: Painting and general renovation 

Elm, Brush Prairie: Digging well, $875.00 

Colton, Colton: Parsonage redecorated 

Trinity, Coos Bay: Church and parish hall painted, etc., $765.00 

Grace, Corvallis: New chancel and organ, $6,456.00 

Trinity, Gresham: Parish building under construction to cost $75,000.00 
Valby, Ione: T.andscaping $20.00 

First, North Bend: Painting and other improvements, $1,624.00 
Augustana, Portland: Parsonage purchased, grand piano, $21,250.00 
First Immanuel, Portland: General maintenance, $175.00 

Mount Carmel, Portland: First unit of church building, $24,000.00 
Pilgrim, Portland: Parsonage under construction, $16,500.00 

Faith, Roseburg: Parsonage purchased 

First, St. Helens: Equipment, remodeling of pastor’s office, $294.00 
Bethany, Warren: New altar, remodeling, bulletin board, etc., $1,039.00 


II. Our General Work 


Conference Organizations 

Three organizations, The Women’s Missionary Society, The Conference 
Brotherhood and the Conference Luther League, operate on the Conference 
level. All of them are doing a good work in their resvective fields and as a 
Conference we express our appreciation to them and to the officers who guide 
and promote their activities. The presidents of all three organizations have 
submitted reports to this convention, and we deem it unnecessary to enter 
further details in this report. 

An attempt has been made during the past year to promote closer co-opera- 
tion between these organizations and to co-ordinate their programs for more 
effective ministry to our people. Much more can be done in this respect. For 
instance, if the Brotherhood and the Luther League would hold their Confer- 
ence conventions at the same time and in the same general area the Brother- 
hood delegates could fill their cars with Luther Leaguers and both conventions 
would be better attended and more inspirational to both. Pastor Oscar Leonard- 
son, Executive Director of the Augustana Brotherhood, has requested that we 
remind our men of the biennial Brotherhood convention in St. Peter, Minnesota, 
next August 13-15. 

A word of appreciation is not amiss when it is well deserved, and we 
think it to be in place that we say, “Thank you,” to Mrs. Ralph S. Johnson, 
the retiring Conference W. M. S. president, for consecrated and faithful service 
to our Conference and Church during her six years in office. 


Institutions 
We thank God for the splendid work done by our church-related institu- 
tions. Your attention is called to the reports submitted by the Columbia Con- 
ference Home for the Aged, Columbia Hospital, Emanuel Hospital, Pacific 
Lutheran College, and the Lutheran Bible Institute. Of these, Columbia Hos- 
pital is the only one directly owned and operated by the Conference, but we 
are represented directly or indirectly on the governing boards of all. Repre- 
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sentatives from these institutions will address the convention when the re- 
spective reports come before us. 

“The Western Lutheran” continues to serve us well as a publicity medium 
for our Conference, bringing us news not only of the work of our own Church, 
but giving us a good coverage of the activities of the entire Lutheran fold 
on the West Coast. We call to your attention the report of the Editor-Manager 
and specifically the problems that confront the publishing committee. Every 
effort must be put forth to gain an increased circulation for “The Western 
Lutheran,” if it is to survive its present financial crisis and continue to serve 
the Lutheran Church in the West. 


The Ministerium 


Sixty-two pastors comprise the Conference ministerium. Of these, fifty 
serve as pastors of congregations, three in administrative positions, one as 
institutional chaplain, one as army chaplain, one as editor, one is a missionary 
on furlough, and five are retired. A spirit of fellowship and co-operation 
prevails in most instances among the pastors. A successful and inspiring 
Pastoral Conference was held at Camp Menucha, near Corbett, Oregon, on 
October 13-15, 1953. Guest speakers at this conference were Dr. E. Theodore 
Bachman of Pacific Lutheran Seminary, Berkeley, California, Dr. Edgar M. 
Carlson, President of Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota, and 
Mr. Sam E. Edwins, Co-Director of the Advance for Christ Appeal, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 


Changes in our ministerium since the last Conference convention are as 
follows: 


Received: 
Earl H. Wall, Colton, Colton 
H. Luther Swanson, Blackfoot, Idaho 
Harold J. Bolm, Sedro Woclley, Washington 
Earl L. Anderson, Veradale, Washington 
Robert O. Collick, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Oscar R. Rolander, Auburn, Washington 
Arthur I. Anderson, Olympia, Washington 


Transferred to other Conferences: 
Richard J. Bingea, Minnesota Conference 
N. Leroy Norquist, New England Conference 
O. Arnold Olson, Minnesota Conference 
Hubert Hanson, Kansas Conference 
Dwight J. Boe (ELC), Alaska 


Moved within the Conference: 
C. Stanton Peterson, Bellingham, Washington 
Carl H. Muhr, Lynden, Washington 
Gordon W. Loren, Bellevue, Washington 


Appointed by Seminary Placement Committee: 
Darrell W. Carlson, Emmaus, Seattle, Washington 
Enoch B. Englund, Elim, Brush Prairie, Washington 
Virgil F. Juliot, Ruston, Tacoma, Washington 
Merrill R. Lindquist, Warren, Oregon 
Leonard H. Maigaard, Augustana, Vancouver, B. C. 
Laverne B. McCullough, Mount Carmel, Portland, Oregon 
Paul H. Olson, Faith (Burnaby), Vancouver, B. C. 
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Alden L. Thompson, Zion, Everett, Washington 
Jay D. Zimmerman, Bethany, Port Blakely, Washington 
Retired: 
A. G. Anderson, Gresham, Oregon 
To those who have come to our Conference we say a sincere welcome, and 
to those who have left we express our thanks. 
Pastors of the Conference, not serving congregations: 
Henry J. Hokenson, Regional Director of American Missions 
S. L. Swenson, Conference president 
V. Eugene Johnson, Missionary on furlough 
H. George Randolph, Chaplain at Emanuel Hospital 
L. E. Jones, Superintendent of Columbia Conference Home for the Aged 
Elmer M. Johnson, Editor-Manager of The Western Lutheran 
Luther R. Livingston, Army chaplain 
Claes Thunberg, Retired 
J. E. Lonnquist, Retired 
Luther Cornay, Retired 
A. G. Anderson, Retired 
J. E. Shipp, Retired 
Lay Preachers serving congregations: 
A. A. Gronberg, Elim, Port Orchard, Washington 
Edward Flatness, Ruston, Tacoma, Washington 
Edgar L. Magney, Faith (Burnaby), Vancouver, B. C. 


The Conference President’s Office 

The past year has witnessed the change of the Conference president’s 
office from part time to full time duty. Dr. Carl A. V. Lund continued to serve 
as president until July 15, at which time the present incumbent began his term 
as per constitutional provision. It is highly proper that we as a Conference 
at this time again express to Dr. Lund our appreciation for his seventeen years 
of service as our president. 

The installation service for the Conference officers was held at First 
Lutheran Church, Taccma, on Sunday, August 30, 8:00 p.m. Dr. Oscar A. 
Benson, president of the Augustana Church, assisted by the retiring president 
and other pastors of the Conference, conducted the rite of installation. The 
full-time service of the new president began on January 1, 1954, as provided 
by the budget of the Conference. 

Official acts of the president’s office have been the following: 
Installations: 

June 21—Gordon W. Loren, Grace, Bellevue, Wash., by Dr. Cc. A. V. Lund 

Sept. 1—Earl H. Wall, Colton, Colton, Oregon 

Sept. 14—H. Luther Swanson, Blackfoot and Firth, Idaho 

Sept. 20—Oscar R. Rolander, Messiah, Auburn, Washington 

Sept. 28—Harold J. Bolm, Bethlehem, Sedro Woolley, Washington 

Oct. 11—Carl H. Muhr, Clearbrook, Lynden, Washington 

Oct. 11—C. Stanton Peterson, First, Bellingham, Washington 

Nov. 5—Earl L. Anderson, Good Shepherd, Veradale, Washington 

Mar. 28—Arthur I. Anderson, Gloria Dei, Olympia, Washington 
Dedications: 

June 21—Church, Magnolia, Seattle, Washington, by Dr. Cc. A. V. Lund 

Nov. 1—Parsonage, Augustana, Portland, Oregon 
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Dec. 5—West Hall, Home for the Aged, Seattle, Washington 

Dec. 13—-Remodeled church, Elim, Port Orchard, Washington 

Feb. 15—Chapel, Emanuel Hospital, Portland, Ore. by Pastor Carl Rydell 
Apr. 11—Bell Tower, St. Mark’s, Spokane, Washington 

Apr. 11—Church and parsonage, Good Shepherd, Veradale, Washington 
Apr. 25—Remodeled parish house, Trinity, Aberdeen, Washington 


Anniversaries: 
Dec. 3—Forty-fifth anniversary, First, North Bend, Oregon 
Feb. 28—Thirtieth anniversary, First, St. Helens, Oregon 
Mar. 21—Fifth anniversary, Pilgrim, Portland, Oregon 


The president has visited 48 churches of the Conference since his installa- 
tion. Included in this total are the above indicated official acts, Evangelism and 
Bible conferences, Advance for Christ briefings, Sunday services, meetings 
with Boards of Administration, and business meetings of congregations. Men- 
tion should be made of two visits to Bellingham, where our First Church has 
entered into and is completing merger proceedings with St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church of that city. In addition the president has also attended District and 
other such meetings which fall into the duties of his office on Conference, 
Church, Church related, and Inter-Church levels. Throughout, there has been 
a spirit of goodwill and cooperation. We are thankful to God for the fine re- 
ports made by our congregations and institutions. We have increased in mem- 
bership, we have improved our properties, we have given more both to our 
local work and to benevolences. This should not make us complacent and satis- 
fied, but rather spur us on to greater effort. This year we gained 1,815 baptized 
members. Let us seek to double that sum next year. 


Church and Inter-Church Relationships 

The activity of the Church to most specifically affect our work as a Con- 
ference this year has been the Advance for Christ appeal. As we look back 
upon the months of praying and learning, and now have entered upon the 
giving phase of this venture we thank Almighty God for the privilege of hav- 
ing had a part in it. Wherever our congregations and people have entered 
into the spirit of this missionary effort the result has been one of joy and 
spiritual blessing. It has been cheerful giving, not of outward contraint, but 
by inward compulsion of love to the Lord and His kingdom. We sincerely thank 
all who have had a part in the promoting of this appeal on the Church, Con- 
ference, District, and congregation level. 

Another program of the Church which specifically has touched our con- 
gregations and people is that of Evangelism. Dr. Henry J. Hokenson, Regional 
Director of American Missions, has given extensive attention to this subject 
in his report, but inasmuch as it has had a definite influence uvon the life and 
work of our Conference we deem it proper to mention it also in this report. 
We express our appreciation to Dr. Hokenson for his consecrated leadership 
in the entire scope of American Missions in our area. 

The Seminary Appeal has been completed and we rejoice that we as a 
Conference were able to reach and oversubscribe the goal that had been set 
for us. The future pastoral leadership of our Church depends on the proper 
training of our theological students, and there was a real need for more room 
and better facilities at our Seminary. We thank Pastor Carl W. Sodergren and 
his co-workers for guiding this appeal so successfully in our Conference. 

Together with other Lutherans we continue to minister to the spiritually, 
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socially, and materially underprivileged through Lutheran World Action. Your 
attention is called to the report by the Conference L.W.A. Director, Pastor 
Oliver Nelson. In Lutheran Student Service, Bible Camps, Associated Lutheran 
Welfare and Lutheran Welfare Societies we work hand in hand with our 
brethren of the faith in other synods. The report of the Lutheran Co-ordinating 
Committee gives further information in this phase of our activity. 


Conclusion 


The report of the Conference Statistician reminds us that we have not 
here an abiding city. Fourteen children and 161 confirmed members were called 
from our midst in 1953. Included in this number is Pastor Arvid Vikman, who 
answered the final summons on April 16th, during our last Conference con- 
vention. Blessed be their memory among us. May the Lord strengthen those 
who in a special sense mourn their departure. 

Then, finally, a word of thanks and appreciation to all who have prayed 
and worked to make my task as president enjoyable. This includes pastors and 
congregations, boards and committees. A special word of gratitude is voiced to 
the members of the Executive Committee for splendid co-operation and wise 
guidance. We pray that God will strengthen and restore to health our vice- 
president, Pastor Carl E. Rydell, who is convalescing after a serious illness. 
And then to Pastor and Mrs. Roy W. Ryden and our host congregation we 
say, “Thank you” for receiving us so kindly and making our stay among 
you so pleasant. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
S. L. SWENSON 
Astoria, Oregon, April 28, 1954 


Resolutions on the President’s Message 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. While we rejoice over the many members of our congregations who 
attend the divine worship and Holy Communion faithfully, we express our 
concern over the fact that so many fail to participate in the services and par- 
take of the Lord’s Supper consistently, and that some neglect it altogether. 

3. The high level of the program of Parish Education in our congregation 
is a source of real joy. We note especially that fifty-one congregations con- 
ducted Vacation Bible Schools. 

4. We recognize the value of an informed and well trained laity and ap- 
preciate what the various organizations in our congregations are doing to 
promote this, as well as the important part played by the “Lutheran Com- 
panion” and “Western Lutheran.” 

5. While we are thankful for the care which most of the Boards of Ad- 
ministration give to the proper business administration of the congregations, 
we note with regret that many members of our Churches fail to give con- 
sistent support to the financial program of the Church. We urge that a more 
effective program of Stewardship education be carried out in our congrega- 
tions, districts, and Conference. 

6. We urge the Boards of Administration to give careful consideration 
to the matter of the pastor’s salary and the expenses connected with his work. 

7. We encourage the efforts that are being made to promote closer cO-Op- 
eration and coordination of the programs of the Conference organizations. We 


32 


express appreciation to Mrs. Ralph Johnson, the retiring president of the Con- 
ference Women’s Missionary Society for her devotion to and work in the cause 
of missions. 

8. We extend thanks to the pastors who have left our Conference for 
the service rendered while members of our ministerium, and welcome the men 
who have entered into service in congregations in our Conference during the 
year. 

9. We thank God for the evidence of the answer to the prayers of the 
Church for more laborers in the vineyard as reflected in the assignment of 
nine men from the Seminary as pastors in congregations in our Conference. 

10. We praise the Lord for the fulfillment of the decision to establish the 
full-time office of Conference president and pray that rich blessings might be 
showered upon Pastor S. L. Swenson as he continues this important task. 

11. We offer our congratulations to congregations that have dedicated 
new and remodeled churches, parish houses, and parsonages during the year. 

12. We extend our sympathies to the family of Pastor Arvid Vikman as 
well as the families of the 14 children and the 161 confirmed members who 
were called from our midst in 1953. 

13. We express our thanks to Trinity Church and Pastor and Mrs. Roy 
Ryden for the kind hospitality extended us during our stay in Astoria. 


THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The Rey. S. L. Swenson 


The Columbia Conference 


The Conference Board of Trustees herewith presents a summary of its 
proceedings: 


Meeting of April 17, 1953 


The Board convened at the Central Lutheran Church, Yakima, Wash- 
ington, on April 17, 1953 for purposes of organization. 


Officers and Executive Committee of the Board: Pastor Swen L. Swenson, 
president; Pastor Carl E. Rydell, vice-president; Pastor Roland H. Swanson, 
secretary; Mr. Theodore Nelsson, treasurer. 


Board of Trustees, Home for the Aged Corporation: Pastor Carl E. Rydell, 
Mr. Earl Elton, Pastor Roland H. Swanson, Mr. Andrew Peterson, for terms 
of three years. 


Executive Committee of Columbia Hospital: Capt. Frits Elfving, Pastor 
Roy W. Ryden, Mr. Uuno Uunila, Mr. Sven B. Lund, Mr. John Helstrom, Mr. 
Maurice Wilson, Mr. Henry Puusti, Pastor H. Storaasli, Pastor F. W. Kaskinen 
Mr. Roy Engebretson, Pastor L. Stalsbraaten, Mr. Clifford Johnson, Pastor 
S. L. Swenson, ex officio. 


President-elect of Conference: At his own request and in view of the 
fact that no appropriation for full-time salary had been made, the president- 
elect, Pastor S. L. Swenson, was granted the privilege of continuing on the 
faculty of the Lutheran Bible Institute of Seattle until January 1, 1954. 


Meeting of October 13, 1953 


The Board convened at the First Immanuel Lutheran Church, Portland, 
Oregon at 9:30 a.m. The proceedings were as follows: 

Columbia Hospital: The administrator presented a report on the status 
of the hospital. While an operating deficit was reported, the financial condition 
of the hospital had shown improvement. Current bills were being paid by 
the 10th of the month and a special reserve fund of $4,000 had been set up. 
The membership of the executive committee of the hospital is to be determined 
on the following basis: (1) The pastors of the four Lutheran Church is 
Astoria. (2) Four to be members of the Trinity Lutheran Church, Astoria. 
(3) Four-members-at-large to be nominated by the Executive Committee of 
the Conference Board of Trustees. 


The Conference Treasury: Mr. Theodore Nelsson, Conference Treasurer, 
presented a report on the status of the Conference treasury. The depository 
for Conference funds was designated as the National Bank of Washington 
in Tacoma, Washington. 


The Board of American Missions: Dr. Henry J. Hokenson, Regional Di- 
rector of American Missions presented petitions for aid in the amount of 
$27,140.00 for the following congregations: Good Shepherd, Veradale, Wash- 
ington; Trinity, Nampa, Idaho; Bethel, Great Falls, Montana; St. Paul’s, 
Haney, British Columbia; Immanuel, New Westminster, British Columbia; 
Ebenezer, Lake Stevens, Washington; Clearbrook, Lynden, Washington; Faith, 
Vancouver, British Columbia; Grace, Bellevue, Washington; Faith, Redmond, 
Washington; Luther Memorial, Seattle, Washington; Ruston, Tacoma, Wash- 
ington; Bethany, Port Blakely, Washington; Mt. Carmel, Portland, Oregon; 
Pilgrim, Portland, Oregon; Faith, Roseburg, Oregon; First, St. Helens, Oregon. 
It was voted to send a letter of congratulations to Saron, Hoquiam on its 
becoming self-sustaining. 


Advance For Christ: Mr. Sam Edwins, Director of Advance For Christ, 
presented the plans for the AFC in the spring of 1954. Conference Directors 
are Pastor Ralph Lindquist and Mr. J. Orville Westberg. 


Duties of the Conference President: A committee composed of the Execu- 
tive officers together with Dr. Henry J. Hokenson was delegated the responsi- 
bility of setting up the duties and activities of the Conference president. 


Seminary Appeal: Pastor Carl W. Sodergren, Conference Seminary Ap- 
peal Director, reported on the status of the appeal. 


Pacific Lutheran College Chapel Fund: Pastor Roland H. Swanson re- 
ported that each congregation is being asked to place this appeal on the 
congregational budget for the next year or years in order that this obligation 
be met. 

Elections: Mr. Morton Joslin, Spokane, was elected to fill the term of 
Dr. Kenneth Swanson until the next Conference meeting. Pastor Roderick 
Johnson was elected to fill the term of Pastor Roland H. Swanson until the 
next Conference meeting. 

Recognition of the Retiring President, Dr. C. A. V. Lund. Presentation 
of a watch to Dr. C. A. V. Lund as a tribute to his years of service to the 
Columbia Conference was authorized, presentation to be made at the Pastor’s 
Retreat at Menucha. 
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Meeting of March 16, 1954 


The Board convened at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Nelsson, 
Tacoma, Washington on March 16, 1954 at 9:30 a.m. 


President’s Office: The following resolutions were passed: (1) That the 
Conference pay the Pension Fund Church Allocation relative to the president. 
(2) That the employees of the Conference be placed under Social Security. 
(3) That the president be paid $.07 per mile in the use of his car for Con- 
ference business. 


Merger of First, Bellingham with St. Mark’s (U.L.C.A.), Bellingham: 
Resolved that we approve the merger. Resolved that we cordially invite the 
new congregation to affiliate with the Columbia Conference of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church. 


Board of American Missions: Dr. Henry J. Hokenson, Regional Director 
of American Missions, reported on the status of mission work in the Con- 
ference. It was resolved that we approve the grant of aid to Augustana 
Church, Vancouver, in principle for 1954, the amount to be set by the Board 
of American Missions. Resolved that we approve the granting of a regular 
church extension fund loan of $10,000 to the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Veradale, Washington. 


The Columbia Hospital: Mr. Gordon Storaasli, Hospital Administrator, 
together with a representative of the Wayne Mayhew Company, Accountants, 
presented the present financiai status at the hospital. A discussion of the 
use of part of the hospital as a home for the aged was held with the passing 
of the following resolution: That the Executive Committee of the Hospital 
prepare a report on the possibilities, the costs, the suggested mode of opera- 
tions of a home for the aged in a part of the present facilities of the Columbia 
Hospital, and present the same to the Board of Trustees of the Conference 
at its next meeting. 


The Conference Treasury: Mr. Theodore Nelsson, Conference Treasurer, 
presented a resume of his annual report to the Conference, noting especially 
our failure to pay in full our obligations to the Augustana Church. 


Committee on Resolutions: Committees were appointed to study the reports 
to the Conference and to prepare resolutions thereon. The Board heard these 
resolutions and voted to present them to the Conference convention. 


Conference Convention: The Executive Committee was empowered to 
prepare resolutions on late reports and also to make all the necessary arrange- 
ments and preparations for the Conference convention to be held at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Astoria, April 27-30. 


MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


Pastor S. L. Swenson, President (ex officio member) 
Pastor Carl E. Rydell, Vice President (ex officio member) 
Pastor Roland H. Swanson, Secretary (ex officio member) 
Mr. Theodore Nelsson, Treasurer (ex officio member) 
Pastor Carl W. Sodergren—term expires 1956 

Mr. Theodore Wegener—term expires 1956 

Mr. Andrew Peterson—term expires 1955 
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Mr. Donald Larson—term expires 1955 

Mr. Earl Elton—term expires 1954 

Dr. J. G. Sture—term expires 1954 

Pastor C. Stanton Peterson—term expires 1954 

Mr. Morton Joslin—temporary appointment till meeting of Conference, 
1954—term expires 1956 

Pastor Roderick Johnson—temporary appointment till meeting of Confer- 
ence, 1954—term expires 1955 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROLAND H. SWANSON, Secretary 
Yakima, Washington, March 20, 1954 


Resolution on the Board of Trustees Report 
Resolved, That: 
The report be received. 


MISSIONS 


The Regional Director of American Missions 


The Rey. S. L. Swenson, President 
Columbia Conference of the Augustana Church 


GRACE AND PEACE! 
“Tell the people of Israel to go forward.” Exodus 15:15. 


This is the command that God instructed Moses to give to His people. 
Even though the Israelites had just recently had an illustration of the mar- 
velous way in which God could help His people when He freed them from 
slavery in Egypt, nevertheless they were fearful and concerned. As they 
approached the Red Sea, they murmured and complained. God, however, had 
His purpose and the power to assist them, so He told Moses to instruct the 
people to go forward. 

In the same manner, God’s command still comes to His people to move 
forward. Though the obstacles that face us may seem to be many and great, 
yet with God’s help we shall overcome them and be victorious. It is in this 
spirit and in this faith that the Augustana Lutheran Church is moving for- 
ward today in this Advance For Christ Year. As this report is being written, 
the whole Church is girding itself for this great project. By the time that 
the Conference will be in convention, we shall have seen the first results and 
shall be preparing for other great things in the Kingdom of God. We know 
that God will bless our effort in this line. The greatest blessing will not be 
the financial returns, however great these may be. He will be blessing His 
people for many years to come because we are obedient to His command to 
go forward. Advance for Christ will be another evidence of what God can 
and will do with and for His people when they are obedient to Him. 


New Work 
For the first time in several years there is no congregation petitioning 
the Conference for admission. This is due to the fact that the serious shortage 
of pastors and of funds for an aggressive new mission program made it 
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necessary for the Board of American Missions to order retrenchment in the 
planning for new work about two years ago. The result we feel now. While 
we regret that we shall not have the joy of welcoming a congregation at 
this Convention of the Conference, nevertheless it points up some important 
factors for us. We should be thankful to God that in spite of seemingly 
impossible situations we have been able to organize a congregation or two 
each year for some considerable time. It also makes us even more aware of 
the significance of Advance for Christ. With the largest class ever to be 
graduated from our Theological Seminary presenting itself for ordination 
this year, and with the funds that will be made available through Advance 
for Christ, we are planning an enlarged program of new missions. At the 
present time we have started work on four fields which should in due time 
result in the organization of new congregations. We have several requests 
for new assignments granted by or pending before Regional Home Mission 
Committees. This means that we are ready to move forward aggressively 
this fall. 


Beneficiary Congregations 


Aid was granted to seventeen congregations in our Conference for the 
current year. This is one more congregation than received aid last year. This 
increase coincides with an increase of six in the number of petitions for aid 
in the entire Church. For the first time in the history of the Board of Ameri- 
can Missions, the number of beneficiary congregations is greater than the 
number in the preceeding year. This means we are completing one phase 
of the program of American Missions. We are no longer in the period when 
much of our expansion can be financed by the savings made through a large 
number of congregations becoming self-sustaining. This calls for increased 
financial support from the Church and again points up the importance of 
Advance for Christ. The congregations receiving aid are as follows: 















Church 1953 1954 
Good Shepherd, Veradale, Washingtom...cccccccsccccseeeen $ $ 3,000.00 
SDOUTLGy IN Sm pei cl ev 0 eee ree ee ee 800.00 560.00 
Bethel) Great: Malis; Montaridees neonate ee 2,040.00 1,800.00 
Sti Paul’s; Hane yyt8, «Gch eeansneemee ete eatin ceraae nee 180.00 120.00 
Immanuel, New Westminster, B. C..... Beaten 690.00 450.00 
Ebenezer, Lake Stevens, Washington ....cccccccsccscsscsssunssessesceee 1,740.00 900.00 
Clearbrook, luyndon, Washington eer yeas, 1,080.00 600.00 
Waith, Vancouver sls. Cao ee eee ep 3,660.00 3,660.00 
Grace; Bellevue, Washington fen eee 2,250.00 2,100.00 
Bethany, Porte Blakely... Washing (orcas ee mae 1,440.00 
Faith, Redmond, Washing tons een er ee 2,300.00 1,650.00 
Luther Memorial, Seattle, Washington. ccccccecseseeemeen 1,620.00 
Ruston, Lacoma,, Washinton eee ee 2,610.00 
Mt.Carmel, PortlandsOreron eee ee 2,700.00 2,580.00 
Pilerim;.-Portland: Orep orig ee 2,100.00 2,100.00 
Hatth,. Rosebure Oregons cna eee eee 960.00 870.00 
Birst, St. Helens,| Orer ones. =. eee 1,290.00 1,200.00 

Total 


a co area ce cE ge Cte $21,790.00 $27,260.00 
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Self-Sustaining 


One congregation has become self-sustaining since the last convention 
of the Conference. It is Saron Church in Hoquiam, Washington. Those who 
know the history of Saron know that there have been many difficulties and 
problems to overcome. It is all the more gratifying therefore, to see how God 
does finally accomplish His purpose and strengthens His Kingdom. We con- 
gratulate this congregation upon taking the step to become self-sustaining. 


Evangelism 


One of the essential parts of the program of American Missions is the 
work of Evangelism. We have a committee to direct this project in our con- 
ference. Therefore the report of the Conference Director of Evangelism is 
included as part of this resume of mission activities. 

1953 has been a banner year in the Columbia Conference in an effective 
approach to our basic task of Evangelism. Largely because of two regional 
conferences, Columbia led the Conferences of the Church in the number of 
congregations participating in Evangelism missions. During the year, 35 
congregations in our Conference (55%) participated either in regional mis- 
sions or had conferences of their own. 

During the week of October 18-23, in the Seattle-Tacoma area, a regional 
“Preaching-Teaching-Reaching” Mission was conducted with great effective- 
ness. 15 Augustana congregations participated in this regional mission. 
During the following week, October 25-30, a similar mission was conducted 
in the Portland area in which 12 Augustana congregations participated. Al- 
though the real fruits of these efforts are in the realm of the intangible, 
there are some obvious benefits which are impressive. The 3-fold approach 
expressed in the name selected for such missions, “Preaching-Teaching- 
Reaching,” indicates the penetrating intensiveness of the Holy Spirit’s work 
through such conferences. All of the Pastors and Guest Evangelists partici- 
pating gathered each morning for heart-searching Bible Study and briefing 
sessions and then went to their individual congregations where they guided 
the lay members in effective witnessing, visitation, worship and study. The 
enthusiasm of all who were privileged to share in this approach to the basic 
task of our Church indicates to us that such missions can be a vital force 
in the work of the kingdom of God in our midst. 

In the eight Evangelism Conferences held in local congregations individ- 
ually, we hear many glowing reports of the depth of spiritual impact left 
by this type of intensive emphasis. In most cases, no vast crowds were reached, 
but a powerful witness was born through those who found new experiences 
of the meaning of their salvation in the conferences. 

Evangelism Conferences are but one phase of this basic calling of Evan- 
gelism, however. During the course of the year, several tools have been made 
available to us through our Evangelism Office to help us in fulfilling the total 
job of Evangelizing in our local congregations. Among these tools, the Prayer 
Manual for use during Universal Week of Prayer in January, was the first 
to come to us. This manual received wide use in our Conference and was 
enthusiastically received by pastors and congregations alike. 

Another tool, the sound film strip, “Share Christ Today” has been placed 
in the hands of each District Director of Evangelism for use in the congrega- 
tions in his district. In most cases, this film strip has been used quite exten- 
sively. Many congregations have secured it for a long enough period to use 


38 


it with many of the organizations in the church. For many, it has proved 
exceedingly helpful in planning and developing the continuing program of 
visitation. We urge you, if you have not already used it extensively, to secure 
it and let your people see it and study its message. 

In September, the Conference Director represented you at the annual 
meeting of the Church’s Advisory Council on Evangelism, which was held 
in Chicago. This council consists of the Church Evangelism Committee, the 
Staff of the Board of American Missions, and the 13 Conference Directors 
of Evangelism. As a part of this meeting, 13 Schools of Evangelism were 
conducted in the Chicago area in which the members of the council reached 
some 1,400 people. Plans for the future Evangelism emphasis in our Church 
were discussed at this meeting, which plans will be announced to you through 
other channels. 

We of your Conference Commission on Parish Evangelism want nothing 
more than to be able to serve you well in our capacity. In doing so, we invite 
you to discuss with any of us any suggestions you may have by which we 
may be of greater assistance to you in planning the mechanics of your own 
local parish evangelism emphasis. Above all, we ask that you keep foremost 
in your prayers the entire work of Evangelism throughout the church that, 
as we depend upon our Lord for guidance, He will show us the way to those 
tools and methods whereby His work may be done most effectively. 


WILLIS F. ERICKSON 
Conference Director of Evangelism 


Women’s Missionary Society 


As usual, we find this organization of the Church giving strong backing 
to the program of American Missions. We are very grateful to the officers 
and members of this organization for all the interest and support they have 
given the work. One of the features of our program made possible by the 
support from these women is the maintaining of a Field Missionary in our 
Conference. She is Miss Alphild Skonberg. 


Conclusion 


We extend our sincere thanks to all who in one way or another have 
supported the program of American Missions. We appreciate the efforts of 
pastors and members of the beneficiary congregations who do most of the 
detailed work in furthering home missions. 

Whoever we are and wherever we are, there is a task for us to do in 
extending the Kingdom of God. May His Spirit so lead us that it can be said 
in a special way this year that His people go forward. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY J. HOKENSON 


Regional Director of American Missions 
Portland, Oregon, March 1, 1954 


Resolutions on the Report of the Regional Director 


of American Missions 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


39 


2. We gird ourselves to follow the command and leading of God in this 
year of Advance for Christ that we may share and rejoice in a great victory 
of faith in action. 


3. We commend the Board of American Missions for planning an enlarged 
program of new missions and recognize that its success depends on two sig- 
nificant factors, men and means. We thank God for having provided men out 
of the largest class in the history of our Seminary. We pledge ourselves to 
provide means through Advance For Christ. 

4. We commend those beneficiary congregations which are becoming in- 
creasingly self-sustaining, and extend special recognition to Saron, Hoquiam 
which in 1958 arrived at financial maturity capable of its own support. 

5. We recognize the effectiveness of the “Preaching-Teaching-Reaching 
Missions” as experienced in 55% of our congregations during the past year. 
We need the spiritual impact of intensive preaching of the Word of God, and 
urge congregations to plan for and enthusiastically support such missions 
annually. 

6. We advocate the faithful use of all helpful resources for evangelism 
that have been made available through the office of Evangelism and other 
agencies of our Church. 

7. We express our gratitude to the women of our congregations who 
through their Missionary Society have so faithfully supported the work of 
missions in our Conference. 

8. The Conference suggests that each congregation pay the expenses for 
its pastor and one layman to attend the Evangelism Conference in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, January 27-30, 1955, and that this item be included in each congre- 
gational budget for 1955. 


STATISTICS 
REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE STATISTICIAN 


To the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Swen L. Swenson, President 
We hereby submit the report of the Statistician for the year 1953 as compiled 
from the Conference Parochial reports. 


COMPARATIVE TABLE 


1952 1953 More Less 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Baptized Members........ SST OOD EET OT AATTE 24,512 26,327 ASUS We eerie sais 
yee sg ard An OTC OatE ihaharwicte warenstotae 6,705 7,200 495 Satan Saat 
Women amen Woe eae a arent baat Oo 8,869 9,439 BIO een 
Total Confirmed Members................. 15,574 16,639 BiG = Brannaaas 
INCREASE OF MEMBERSHIP: 
aa (A gee en ee eee ae 1,146 1,233 rr 
[Bylranster eetern hence Adapnnadasedosnedsue 614 781 aut pee ee 
Total Increase of Children............... 5 1,760 2,014 2580 we aGeneeen 
Communicants: 
By Conarmation (Children) mer su. see «celle rele «ols 400 anu ae Bracierentens 
By Confirmatror (AUIS) OF ere aysratel eile erectile o)obaie sys 231 a ae pos 
By Adult’ Baptisni ve. nies soe oes a ae ita Se 
By cliva naar: tc aascer anette (siaees sated oe os pa secat ses 





By Confession or Re-affirmation 2 { 
z Total Confirmed Increase... «2.0... 00008 eee 1,744 2,292 CIRM aes 
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1952 1953 More 
Spe mae OF MEMBERSHIP: 
Children: 
By Death, ..eecsscc sccs vance cn gite  esmnnaaenntess 10 14 al 
By Confirmation..........+0+++seeeseseeer eee eeeee 306 430 
By Transfer... .......ssceee-eseewcsesvrenceeeeers 324 i ee rey 
oe apes ond aa eee aka oO Oe Bald eae h SENOS aR NTR ae ak ee Sor ge 
ther WiG6. icc hc.. ScsAure ian citce deat o tasheareeteeyre es O50 0 el aie ars a erage et 
Total Decrease of Children..........---.++ 1,358 1,264 5 saa ues 
Communicants: 
By Death. cs aacecav cans tenho Cceme mam anos 179 T6L ee Coeteits 
By Transfer (2:05 (eso fast as ewan wepeenmrne mares 497 76; = © Rs coatets 
By Diamisaal iso. o<2 cas cect ne scien es 009 mapas 216 220 4 
By Otherwise. .......0sespeeenceeceeeanscereenecs 586 S10 “Wiseoee ss 
Total Decrease of Communicants..........- 1,478 ty (een Brera 
NET GAIN: 
Cidran ss So nce os ook ave er RN CR Peat 402 750 348 
Confirmed Members. . 0.605. ck cesscsceeesebenersness 266 1,065 799 
TOTAL NET GAIN—BAPTIZED MEMBERS........ 668 1,815 1,147 
PARISH EDUCATION: 
Cradle Roll... sccver ides ness cosa ee een ae 2,083 LsT8%. = bo ads swae 
Sunday School: 
Pupils—Under Confirmation. ...........++0se0eeees 8,163 9,094 931 
Teachers and Offcers..... ss cssr us acrsbensnerseeess 1,076 Shas. 101 
Week Day School: 
Payiile. ovens ccbdes os we Lede ers ehh e ia 3,237 4,422 1,185 
Teachers-and Officera.: os. 0<.s555 cantons sens vntemn's 392 477 85 
Houirg: ssi oct Lawton Gs Mea eee meine totam 1,322 1,573 251 
Adulte: ~. cok tac cence’ canca ease bee thaey sma eee 993 OO werent 
NUMBER ATTENDING HIGHER SCHOOLS........ 398 487 89 
NUMBER OF CONGREGATIONS. ..............055- 63 65 g 
NUMBER OF PASTORS SERVING CONGREGATIONS 50 BB a ceeae soe 
CHURCH PROPERTY: 
Number of Churches... 0.5 scnce steer eren iar eates nea 61 62 1 
Number of Parish Houses or Chapels...............55 22 29 4 
Number of Parsonage... 8k «. css0 davies eo eteaee ss 44 46 2 
Valuation of land and buildings..................-0545 $3,989,359.00 $4,558, 641.00 $569,282.00 
Tndaltedtiees ccs, sina < ee uiesfa eweatnnenonee. Woon eee cee 622,166.08 719,457.63 97,291.55 
EXPENDITURES: 
Churretit: :os,-c6c 5 We loca Poe Perel nips Sates wii arels $ 415,485. $ 449, ey 35 $ 34,491.21 
Per Capita. : Ss cas teary ere pe tn ae a 26.6: 7.04 36 
Trmprovemoents jos cots can ey nee eects co rant or 217,722. tt 386, o88 42 168, ae O1 
Par Capita <1. da, sk chia a tone ae ee ers 13.98 23.21 9.23 
Ponsion Wands 25224, 26. cau ltaneaeatetes oh aera aaron a 14,750.67 14,845.54 94.87 
Pot Capita cise si.aien'a tc sattealseiatay aaoanarera sontrae 95 89 .06 
Missions and Benevolences: 
Conference and Church Budget— 
ati Sakai iw idle 6 then ast Sam ERE ten ceeemerae 70,125.00 77,080.00 6,955.00 
5 Sigh waintbe Seba "nM TE RARE oR Gem eee 65,662.67 72,189.00 6,526.33 
TOTAL BENEV OLENT: 4. emma one eee 136,802.43 155,763.74 18,961.31 
Per Capitay: faccctts sain acs tees ora kn ae ere 8.78 9.36 58 
GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES...............--- 784,760.65 1,006,874.05 222,113.40 
Per Canita.«.(22..0-5 > sare undeateins aan ene tere 50.39 60.50 10.11 
PER CAPITA AND PERCENTAGE TABLE 
Improve- 
Current ments, 
Expenses, Debt Growth 
spire — si et Benevo- or 
‘un ‘axes Total 
INLAND EMPIRE DISTRICT: : cas so or 
Moscow, Birat.; s's.ssar-ohasiex 220 29.10 $ 4.31 $ 11.36 $ 44.77 8 
Spokane, Grace............. 479 25.74 8.10 12.91 46.75 13+ 
Spokane, Salem............. 686 31.48 11.76 16.04 59.28 21 
Spokane, St. Mark’s........ 275 34.74 26.07 8.93 69.74 22 
Prov, LEONG ised hea 157 27.56 1.02 7.95 36.53 18t 
Veradale, Good Shepherd. .. . 68 20.21 21.42 2.84 44.47 68 
Tatalcche nee 1,885 $ 29.49 $ 11.50 $ 12.51 $ 53.51 88 
INTERMOUNTAIN DISTRICT: 
Blackfoot, Emanuel......... 78 $ 37.80 $ 2.90 $ 7.85 $ 48.55 1 
Boise, Immanuel............ 292 28.98 26.89 8.84 64.71 12 
Firth, Batheliey, ose 43 43.30 8.23 8.80 60.35 9t 
Idaho Falls, First........... 181 38.45 22.05 14.43 74.93 15 
Nampa, Trinity. . ha 161 29.52 13.80 5.94 49.26 29 
Ogden, Pilim 48, <2 eens 209 31.50 14.11 6.03 51.64 5t 
Salt Lake City, Zion........ 421 22.92 71 7.28 30.91 7 
i Rae ae 1385 $ 20.76 $ 1292 $ 828 $ 50.97 50 
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Improve- 
oe are: 
oxpenses, ebt 7 
Member Pension Payment, Benevo- oe Gots 
‘ MONTANA DISTRICT: ship Fund Taxes lences Total Loss Loss 
Anaconda, First ; $ 23.06 Q ‘ 
Heke aa eee as 3 rae $ ae g 7.18 32.26 24 11.59 
Great Falls, Bethel.......... 124 28.21 5.10 nee eae a aoe 
Great Falls, First Eng....... 460 27.56 13.13 aa Boe 17 15.88 
Helena, St John's. 000...) 486 26.76 18.52 3.08 54.20 2 tn 
iss Q ze we 98 2 9 : 
oula, Immanuel........ 256 28.51 21.48 5.70 55.67 ily (Abt 
1,762 $ 27.03 $ 12.47 $ 7.92 & 47.43 160 i 9.98 
NG aan a BAKER DISTRICT: 
ellingham, First..... 5 PPA ES 98. g 28 ; p 
Haney, B. C., St. Paul's : 73 16.65 : ae : a : ae i ee 
Lake St vens, Ebenezer... .. 181 17.64 58.37 3.86 are 12 19.67 
Lynden, Clearbrook........ 105 51.42 29.72 10.55 1.60 ie on 
Mount Vernon, Salem....... 504 27.23 “9.69 15.85 net Q ees 
New Westminster, Immanuel 147 18.03 7.37 6.13 31.53 . ri 
Sedro Woolley, Bethlehem... 178 24.14 9.96 9.40 42°80 6 4.25 
Vancouver, B. C., Augustana 191 21.39 17.04 3.69 42.19 15 9.20 
Vaneouy er, B. C., Faith... 73 66.17 20.95 2.41 89.53 2 Dao! 
verett, Zion. . tne 251 _ 14.30 6 82 8.03 29.15 6f 2.39F 
*Totalugeee cleats 1,931 $ 25.68 $ 13.04 $ 9.32 $ 48.10 85 4.6 
i CS RAINIER DISTRICT: 
erdeen, Trinity. . Siiate 161 33.77 
Auburn, Messiah......... 246 . ee : 135 es : 3 ; Bae al rie 
Bellevue, Grace. . a 138 30.88 22.10 6.00 58.98 31 mea? 
Hoquiam, Saron. : uae erencryaen 174 37.55 20.31 10.37 68. 3 46 35.05 
Olympia, Gloria Dei... ..... 658 26.33 10.84 9.76 46.93 53 776 
Port Blakeley, Bethany...... 71 33.88 1.05 10.50 45.43 2 273 
Port Orchard, Elim......... 127 40.05 35.17 5.90 81.12 oa! oe 
Redmond, Faith.......-. 135 30.89 18.12 10.77 59.78 34 33.66 
Rochester, St. Mark’s...... 92 23.48 9.17 7.05 39.70 4t 41 
Seattle, Bethany... 525 28.20 5.60 12.08 45,88 16+ os 
Seattle, Emmaus.........-. 240 22:35 6.00 8.52 36.87 14 6.19 
Seattle, Gethsemane....... 974 19.59 69.27 4.31 93.17 18 1.88 
Seattle, Luther Memorial. 132 40.06 39.47 5.67 85.20 25 23.36 
Seattle, Magnolia...... seine 351 38,18 256.67 8.69 303.54 30 9.34 
Seattle, Our Redeemer’s.... . 455 28.04 63.51 4.66 96.21 51 12.62 
Seattle meace reas a salualee soe 216 32.74 12.57 8.20 53.51 0 0.00 
Tacoma, Bethel mien aie esha 158 32.90 9.82 14.94 57.66 3 1.93 
Tacoma, FWSt.5 asc c. oe 722 26.83 5.83 13.29 45.95 7 97 
Tacoma, Ruston........--+. 70 26.37 13.52 3.62 42.51 70 
Yakima, Central............ 625 24.51 18.80 8.96 52.27 34 ae 
Motaleiaes situate 6,270 $ 27.34 & 38.64 $ 8.65 $ 74.64 469 8.08 
PORTLAND Bee 
Astoria, Trinity. Se 359 $ 25.41 $ 9.70 $ 9.37 3 44,45 10 2.86 
Brush Prairie, Elim. Medttiewsiewle is 120 47.12 7.56 3.48 58.16 19 18.81 
Colton, Colton Oe ob itera parr : 157 32.52 2.94 8.58 44.04 25 18.94 
Coos Bay, Trinity.......... 131 28.60 5,27 8.81 42.68 7 5.64 
Gorvallis;: (Grice cece aces 238 45.73 33.69 10.77 91.10 24 11.21 
Gresham, Trinity. 334 28.48 40.94 7.07 76.49 29 9.50 
Tone, Wally scuien «cleincislsteir. 54 8.05 ot 12.46 20.88 0 0.00 
North Bend, First.........- 130 18.23 6.00 5.16 29.39 13 11.11 
Portland, Augustana. . 582 27.13 24.48 15.56 67.35 4 69 
Portland, First Immanuel. 587 26.06 59 13.45 40.19 15 2.62 
Portland, Mt. Carmel....... 96 22.90 36.16 3.55 62.61 28 41.17 
Portland, Pilgrim. ......«.+..< 157 27.66 20.67 3.57 51.90 14 9.79 
Roseburg, Eden...........- 25 31.52 0.00 2.40 33.92 2 74 ¢ 
Roseburg, Faith.......--++: 158 35.18 41.48 1.94 78.60 13 8.92 
St. Helen's, BIS. < cijens sos 138 31.72 2.13 9.58 43.43 2 17.94 
Warren, Bethany.......-.-- 140 29.92 7.42 16.40 53.74 7t 4.76t 
Mo beul tae chetoiee 3,406 $ 29.15 $ 16.80 $ 10.11 $ 56.08 213 6.67 
SUMMARY REPORT: 
Inland Empire District... .. - 1,885 $% 29.49 $ 11.50 $ 12.51 3 OBrOL 88 4.89 
Intermountain District.,... 1,385 29.76 12.92 8.28 50.97 50 3.74 
Montana District.......----. 1,762 27.03 12.47 7.92 47.43 160 9.98 
Mount Baker District....... 1,931 25.68 13.04 9.32 48.10 85 4.6 
Mount Rainier District...... 6,270 27.34 38.64 8.65 74.64 469 8.08 
Portland District....-...--- 3,406 29.15 16.80 10.11 56.08 213 6.67 
Motalacssier suc 16,639 $ 27.93 $ 23.21 $ 9.36 $ 60.50 1,065 6.83 


Yakima, Washington, March 15, 1954 


Respectfully submitted, 
ROLAND H. SWANSON 
Conference Statistician 
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Resolutions on the Report of the Conference Statistician 
Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. We thank God for having blessed our work in the Columbia Confer- 
ence to the extent that we have increased our Baptized membership by 1815, 
our Confirmed membership by 1,065, established two new congregations, and 
increased the number of students in the various phases of our parish education 
program by a net total of 2004. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONFERENCE CONSTITUTION 


Resolved, That: 

Article VI, Section 1, Paragraph 5 of the Columbia Conference Constitu- 
tion be amended by deleting part f, which reads, “To act as Conference Sta- 
tistician.” 


THE OFFICE OF STATISTICIAN 


Resolved, That: 
The office of Conference Statistician be established, the term of office to 
be one year. 


FINANCES 


Report of the Conference Auditor 
March 15, 1954 
To the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church: 


Gentlemen: 

I have examined the books and have followed by test check transactions 
from the book of original entry to the ledger accounts. Without making a 
detailed audit of transactions, I have examined and tested the accounting pro- 
cedures and other supporting evidence. 

This examination was made in accordance with the generally accepted 
auditing standards and accordingly included all procedures which were con- 
sidered necessary for the audit of these books on a basis consistent with that 
of prior years. 

Examination was made of all cancelled checks which had been written 
for the year by your Conference Treasurer. It was noted that the bank deposi- 
tory had been changed according to Board of Trustee action, the change 
becoming effective subsequent to the October Board meeting. At the end of 
the year there was still a small balance on deposit at the Puget Sound National 
Bank. This was reconciled to the check book balance of $1.99. The check book 
balance of $3,863.99 in the National Bank of Washington was also reconciled 
to the bank statement as of December 31, 1953. 

The following schedules for the year ended December 31, 1953 are hereby 
respectfully submitted, which have been prepared by your Conference Treas- 
urer, Mr. Theodore Nelsson. 

The co-operation given me by the Conference Treasurer in conducting this 
audit was very much appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE W. REAGAN 
Conference Auditor 


43 


Report of the Conference Treasurer 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
January 1 to December 31, 1953 


Receipts 
iBalancesonpuandeJanuary: leelOosmme ern meee ees $ 1,486.79 
Reesived On Bid eet rc eee ee eae 73,860.07 
Special Offerings and Collections Received: 
Authorized Offerings: 


Augsustana, Mission Advance sees ee ene $ 9,693.88 













Augustana Seminary Appeal 10,943.48 

Brotherhood Offering. ............... 922.55 

Lutheran World Action. ............. bare 15,020.69 

iuthers heacuesHellowshipnecere eee eer eee 1,905.65 38,486.25 

Miscellaneous Offerings: 

AMERICA MEL DIen SOCIE typ meee eee ener are 51.97 

Augustana Pension and Aid Fund EDR ae 1,900.60 

NUH TCU RES EY, AM AWG) TENT Ue cee coe ate peti neee tere 40.00 

BoardrioreAmerni can VNSSion Steers eee ene meee 95.36 

Board sofs Horeions Missionsse: see een ee 1,011.09 

limmeanwele Deaconess: INSticuteimswanemeer eee 37.00 

IBXSLray ol ols yexey YTS GS oY cee tse Se ne cone reine reece a eee 20.00 

Baill Gs Pee ee ee ee Stee eee eee eae eee we 125.89 

INA GEK CLS BEV o Cayo WS) Was ae eet a Sen ca eae. ana ct ta 236.05 

GGEONS oy sees ere ce i ee ie on eh 10.00 

Pacifie Lutheran College Chapel icine 1,070.84 

Miutheranw sible min stlGu teu meee ete eye reer 328.45 

BetheliGreste Halls iloods Relicteas =e es 537.94 

Preaching wMissions =e eres Se iG ee eae 1,938.77 

Matherans Compasses MISSVOnpeycnteererns nanan na? 66.20 7,470.16 
otal ReECCID ts eee ee ee oe ere eae $121,303.27 


Disbursements 
Budgetary Items: 
Augustana, Lutheran CONarel eccrine $ 40,645.94 
Conference Beneficiaries: 
Bible Camps: 

















CSOT pee ests seer mae cee ne ee reenact vee ee 475.00 

ULE Ten 2¥2 18 eee ern seen TR A eda ir a ee 200.00 

DTG ONTO UET DV ITN se tee ee een eeree eee renee een 160.00 

| AG AVEDA LED AW echccee tie coe rhe ey ey ah aere tee eee rameters: 300.00 

1 Gib el Vs xl C2 00 OP a ereaits te eceo a epee sece ter Misco pred a eoh eED eer eT E 608.00 

(OCEANS TC ee te re eer eee 50.00 

Tether wOOd saccecaticcsecceectntmatcnescesrersee ae ner ie 530.00 2,323.00 
@olumbray Conterencey Elo mG ee erga crete tase tac eareen 3,202.89 
Gioltamb ay EL OS pi Gel ll eect ce etree pres erreattaensrzcereenserncec 1,504.00 
Lutheran Student Service: 

SWiesteri Wie Sim ODO a craeeceertesettesrrettrccec neers caeerr eke 835.00 

Ubakewayel VDpecyoppates xy reereteeerrere= regen cen cecep sree reese Perea 175.00 

COVRIEROT OY tenn seers ntted nn eee poner resea ar G inees tieepenie rarer cere 757.11 

Montana 2. ce a eet hc a naan ere Sper tommpeesaene ete 251.87 2,018.98 
Lutheran Welfare Association: 

WV EUSVU COIN seen eccseceecenteernen te ceeantencennnenepaseneeesezenncsnoneeeeaeer 2,975.15 

Ones ones . 1,650.00 

Ie videe tie weet re ee re aes , : 700.00 

TAC OI Le tein EP 900.00 6,225.15 
Pacific Lutheran College ................ 5,635.00 


Western Lutheran Pub. Com. ft: re 471.89 
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Conference Administration: 


















UY Ee (cley teh -Y0) 1 [- nec eee re wee ee ere ee 
Office EXPeNSeS .ecceccscss: a 
President’s Assistance . 
Printing Minutes ............... ‘ 
Salaries cof OPpicer sia ete cree ee reason terrence 4,219.39 
Transportation: 
Board: of eTrusteGs: ecu eee cers 497.80 
Conference Delegation ...-.:ccvccmecrermmsentnensnnemnenenateninn 1,587.77 
Committee on Lutheran Coordination ......ccccccccccccn 26.06 
Committee on Parish Bducation 2.0... ccssssssssssssseeceeesssseees 163.52 
Committee von’ Social” Missions esses seen econ 29.31 
Stewardship! COmirnyt Ge Gis a eee ace eran 395.48 
President)s. Level Sao eerste 305.32 
Nominating Committee sess ete rte tenes 127.32 
President's’ Installation cece errant 418.15 
Pastoral iGonf erence e..ce meses ere 697.83 4,248.56 
Authorized Offerings: 
Aungustana Mission: Ayer Cer as ctec cs eepee steerer 9,899.90 
Augustana Seminary Appeal yg esc tepsssnsectoe cesses 11,015.55 
Brotherhood? Off eritiges . eee es ee 922.55 
Lutheran, WorldsA Curioni cae ee ae 15,025.11 
Trother:, Lekeivies Helo ws Iceni anes 1,905.65 38,768.76 
Miscellaneous Offerings: 
Americar Bible*Socletyi.c ete soutyrete once 51.97 
Augustana Pension and Aid Appeal... ccccccsssessssssseee 1,900.60 
Augustana: Tractse und p= ee een ee nee 55.00 
Board of Americans Missions. 100.86 
Board: or Foreign Wliskigns se a ee 1,032.59 
Immanuel Deaconess Imstitute occcccccsccscscssssssecccssscesessueseeeee 37.00 
Bethphage Mission ses ee eee 20.00 
Braille. i222): 3 ee ee ee ee 125.89 
GI GONS sce sy attcciaich ae ee BEM te ae os We 20.00 
Lutherland Chapel _ 3.00 
Pacific Lutheran College Chappel occcceccsscsucssscssncemeeesneser 1,602.66 
Lutheran Bible Institute 0000000... 328.45 
Bethel Great Falls Flood: Relief io cccscccsscccssocssccsesntsee 537.94 
Preaching sMissions as fe eee peer a we 1,963.97 
Lutheran Compass Mission cccceccscccsencctecocscacccecncesreecssscusssonts 66.20 7,845.63 
Prepaid, Expenses, "19540 tegen te iaeiee aceon 607.80 
Centennial: Disbursements 22) 137.80 
Cash on Hand and in Bank December 31, 1953.................... ; 3,448.48 
$121,303.27 
COLUMBIA CONFERENCE 
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 1953 
ASSETS 
(OF: (:) ; eee ie ese atl Syl Ree e 
Bank. Account .30.5 205 6.0) 2s ee ee en ee $ (ser se) 
Investment .—~ Columbia. Hospital > oe 8370812 
Miscellaneous ‘Collections <- 4. 2 ee, | ee ; 46.66 


Total Assets 
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LIABILITIES 
Columbia Hospital Notes : $ 3,050.00 
eters CarlsonsHundi.2 : 1,105.00 
Centennial Fund. ........... 230.54 
RSE a) OW AG ESH se a zcob tt es A a pu a Re PTE ee OT 8 Oe ener eee ee 82,817.72 


Motalelatabilitties eesws.sseeee a ee eee ae eee $ 87,203.26 
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Resolutions on the Reports of the Conference Auditor and Treasurer 


Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


2. We thank God for the evidence of progress being made by the Con- 
ference as shown by an increase of almost $12,000 in income for 1953. 


3. We thank those congregations who have paid their 1953 allocations 
in full and express our regret that the failure of 10 congregations to meet 
their allocations made it impossible for the Conference to pay its beneficiaries 
one hundred percent. 


4. We urge the congregations to make every effort to pay their 1954 
allocations in full, and to this end recommend that payments be made on a 
monthly basis. 


5. We express our joy over the fact that our Conference contributed 
$3700 more to Augustana Mission Advance in 1953 than in 1952. We pray that 
this may be indicative of an increased interest in missions which will reflect 
itself in whole hearted support of Advance for Christ during this year. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF STEWARDSHIP 


The Rey. Swen L. Swenson, President, 
Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church: 


Stewardship “is that abundant life which Jesus came to bring to His own, 
without which as a fruit we are not redeemed, we are not the Lord’s. The word 
‘redemption’ must here be thought of also as including the Christian’s personal 
relation to God. My stewardship is my life and conversation, what I am and 
what I do because I have been redeemed by God who loved me and gave his 
only begotten Son, by Christ who shed his blood for my sins, by the Holy 
Ghost who called me through the Gospel and engendered in me saving faith. 
My stewardship is not the result of my generosity, softheartedness, pity, or 
innate goodness, but it is simply my walking with God, my being filled with 
the Holy Spirit. And these things are possible only to him who has been re- 
deemed. “The Lutheran Quarterly, February, 1954, pp. 68, 9: Walfrid Tappert: 
“A Definition of Christian Stewardship.” 


Stewardship is like the attitude we possess when someone has so fully 
entered into our life that everything we possess becomes a means of expressing 
our love to that person. To the degree in which, that which we “possess” is 
more important than that person our love is defective. Real love must first 
possess the heart. 1 Cor. 13. 


Stewardship must mean our hearts have been captured by what the 
Gospel can do for souls in darkness, and how we can be blessed instruments 
for supplying that Gospel. If our eyes be so fixed on what we consider our own 
that we begrudge our neighbor the soul-saving message, then it is clear that 
we value material things above spiritual opportunities. It appears that we 
are amateurs at consecration and dedication. And amateurs need to grow. 

The Stewardship Committee recommends that a Laymen’s Seminar on 
Stewardship be held May 15 and 16 at a place to be announced later, but 
tentatively set for Manucha, Oregon. Representation would include two or 
more ae from each District. The cost of this seminar would approximate 
$1,100.00. 
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It is recommended that the various committees of the Conference co- 
ordinate their meetings so far as possible with that of the pastoral conference 


and other committee meetings of the Conference in order to keep travel costs 
to a minimum. 


The Stewardship Committee recommends that the Conference stewardship 
director serve in the capacity of Conference Lutheran World Action director 
and that the District representatives in turn be the LWA directors in their 
respective districts. 


It will be noted that the Conference beneficiaries including the Church 
received only 94% of their budgeted amounts during 1953. Columbia was the 
only Conference that failed to make a 100% payment of its allocated amount. 
This should spur us on to greater efforts in the year before us. 


Since the Church has asked for another sizeable increase in the allocation 
made on our Conference for 1955, and because of increased administrative 
expenses within the conference, it has become necessary to increase the allo- 
cations on the congregations again. The Church’s request for 1955 is $59,736.00, 
an increase of $8,439.00, or 16.45% over the $51,297.00 asked for 1954. The 
tentative budget of the Conference for 1955 calls for $41,739.00, an increase 
of $1,036.00 over the budget adopted at the 1953 convention. This is 2.54%. The 
membership increase for the Conference was 6.83% during the year. The 
budget increase is $9,475.00 to be allocated on a membership of 16,639, or a 
per capita average increase of just over 56 cents. 


In order to arrive at this increased budget a modification of the computa- 
tion table was made. The table used this year is: 


Members Per Capita % Current Expenses 
*1-100 $2.05 ala 
101-200 2.20 12 
201-300 2.30 13 
301-400 2.50 14 
401-600 2.65 15 
601-800 2.80 16 
801-1000 2.95 yy 


*And Beneficiary Congregations 


The mathematical formula averages the membership and the current 
expense over three years and then multiplies the result by the multiplier in 
the respective column for that sized congregation. These figures are added 
to make the basic Conference allocation on each congregation. The final ad- 
justment is then made on the basis of factors peculiar to the particular con- 
gregations affecting their ability to contribute. 

We are deeply grateful for the consecrated efforts being put forth by 
the congregations in our Conference to buy up the opportunities to tell the 
story of Jesus. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH C. ELMER 
Spokane, Washington, March 10, 1954 
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BUDGET OF THE COLUMBIA CONFERENCE FOR 1955 


Purpose 

Salaries 
President 
Secretary to President 
Secretary of Conference ... 
Statistician 
Treasurer 


1954 


“gee ie ie rae, eee $5,400.00 
900.00 





President’s House 
President’s Travel Fund 
President’s Office Expense 
Equipment for President’s Office... 
Fares—Conference Delegation 
Fares—Committees 
Convention Expense 
Printing Agenda and Minutes... 
Pastoral Conference 
Stewardship Education . 
Parish Education 
Social Service: 
Columbia Hospital 
(Chaplaincy Service) 
Home for the Aged 
Lutheran Welfare Societies 








1,600.00* 
3,200.00 
7,000.00 





Lutheran Student Foundatione........... 
Lutheran” Bible’ Gamps 222200... 
Pacific Lutheran College ... 
The Western Lutheran 
Contingent Fund 





Conference Total 


*Not limited to “Chaplaincy Service” in 1954. 


Conference Allocation to the Church 


Purpose 

Missions: 
American 
——Church Extension 2.2020... : 
Foreign 
—Commission on Social Missions 
—Immanuel Deaconess Institute 
—Lutheran Seamen’s Center 


Social: 
Audio-Visual Service 
Augustana Theological Seminary . 
Board of Parish Education 
Board of Youth Activities 
Brotherhood 
Education: 
Canadian Theological Seminary 
Commission on Christian Higher Education 
Department of Historical Research 
Administration: 
Executive 












1955 
$5,400.00 
1,350.00 
400.00 
100.00 
500.00 
$ 7,300.00 $ 7,750.00 
1,200.00 1,200.00 
1,200.00 1,200.00 
860.00 750.00 
Dt eet tls 500.00 
1,500.00 1,800.00 
1,500.00 1,500.00 
200.00 200.00 
1,200.00 1,300.00 
600.00 750.00 
600.00 600.00 
300.00 300.00 
600.00 
2,500.00 
8,000.00 
$11,800.00 $11,100.00 
2,000.00 2,900.00 
2,700.00 2,700.00 
6,000.00 6,000.00 
500.00 600.00 
1,243.00 589.00 
$40,703.00 $41,739.00 
1954 1955 
$ 15,590.70 $ 18,632.15 
1,984.17 3,005.18 
6,519.85 6,911.93 
ae 141.58 150.26 
Oe ed, 3,685.18 4,808.29 
olan 566.83 841.45 
ame 601.04 
5,409.23 
Pea 2,043.53 
1,021.76 
Pepin 2 270.47 
1,983.42 
ERE 180.31 


2,163.73 
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Board of Finance 















=D chanwment: ots Manancesn.) 560) eee 1,105.45 1,412.44 
—Department of Church Architecture... a 521.69 691.19 
—Department of Stewardship Education ...... ng 515.538 595.03 
—Department of Transportation : oo PALER 2,704.67 
Contingent and Reserve Fund = 850.50 548.87 
Andover and New Sweden Properties... —ah® 1:48 tO ena 30.05 

Lutheran Co-operative Efforts: 
American Lutheran Conference ............ Oe ee 56.94 60.10 
Lutheran World Federation 93.36 99.17 
National Lutheran Council ............. OO ROTTS 4,207.28 
Canadian Lutheran Council oo ee 36.06 

Ecumenical: 

American Bible Society .... SE iia i ee SRE ee 453.47 480.83 
British and Foreign Bible Society... Sc ee 5.64 6.01 
INC LCE CUMS op An on er oe re Stoel a. 397.04 601.04 
World Council of Churches 283.67 240.41 
Total Conference to Augustana Church............ -§ 51,297.00 $ 59,736.00 
Geert T}0 Gell eee epee eee Se Pe atic $ 92,000.00 $101,475.00 


Allocations on Congregations for the Year 1955 
Inland Empire District 





1954 1955 
Moscowsn Hirst) sae see A ee eee a $ 1,185.00 $ 1,300.00 
Spokanes Grace ee 3,265.00 3,265.00 
Spokane, Salem oo. : pee 65:00 5,010.00 
Spokane, St. Mark’s 1,685.00 1,900.00 
LO amin: Oy, eee eee 885.00 885.00 
Veradale, Good Shepherd* 120.00 225.00 


$ 11,705.00 $ 12,585.00 


Intermountain District 






Blackfoot. Emmantiel i250 ee Seta Mee ernrastes $ 345.00 $ 420.00 
Boise Immanuel 22... Pe eee eS, eee we. cactcoastes 1,575.00 1,775.00 
inthe bethell = 285.00 300.00 
Ndahomnalices Hirstenan. ee ees ane couce, OTE HOO) 1,145.00 
UN curr erste urea type eee ee aay 550.00 710.00 
Oodenmhiliini a ss a ee ene _ 1,085.00 1,200.00 
Sa emcee Cit vie il O Neeee errr seer ee ee ee 2,305.00 2,605.00 





$ 7,160.00 $ 8,155.00 






JNSAEWEYS TORO EE tog aL Sn tS) AR perce cee reece eerste eet ey aya eer $ 985.00 $ 1,185.00 
IBADAN, AB aubaaeey el (2) [mere reer ter eer peer ee cn a, -reerioeesrercoemw arora eee 915.00 1,125.00 
Gneatehallssebethiel) See cecre ie ener me ee ct. Eee. 450.00 570.00 
Great Falls, First English fe eee ans 2,540.00 2,840.00 
Hielenapy Ste dO NMS eons se — 2,840.00 3,030.00 
WNW EASASONGU ey, Uae nz Oe CSN a terete eee seeerreng ea eee 1,300.00 1,420.00 





$ 9,030.00  $ 10,170.00 







AE en ira Heh ve pee 1S ameter eet ceeds reer neces ceme tte $ 1,800.00 $ Tee 
FEV ett, ZAM eeeccenseesssteceencseensteceecessenreesneeaneerneeeeceeenesinteereeeuereeteensonnre 1,725.00 aes 
Haneye ot. Pauls see m et ate 
ID eW ee) SER eNueratehy VOCS IAS rece ire eco rere Boe ae 
Lynden, Clearbrook -..nccccccecccsctctcveteticrsttnentninntnectieitittnai : ‘ 


Whe, Wiereaory, Spike) roe Fore SS OTE cee MO Shans tadvstaeneece 3,290.00 3,490.00 
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New Westminster, Immanuel... scccsssssesssuecscesunenencenansseesinnnneesee 580.00 
Sedro Woolley, Bethlenerm .......ccccscscccssssseseesssseesemunsteennannceesnnnsnteeees 905.00 
Vancouver, Augustana ........... 020,00 
Vrcouver, Feaithe, wisissccssecescomsseevnceesressenscsveeeqasieesnnetsntreteindesnbeonsetereteerenoe 180.00 

$ 10,315.00 

Mount Ranier District 

Aberdeen, Trirrity acne ncceccetcesssmmerteremnrieinrsqumneceneangcnsmenearentes $ 865.00 
Auburn, Messighe cccssceiscrssscnsosnsssecsesssunssonesrnnseeeseersesesseenssnnsennrenestatnen 1,000.00 
Bellevue, Grace eccsscssseesnessssssnnnersteveenteneenesetneterstnnemeenseneeneeneineine 560.00 
Hoquiam, Sazonn cersescsesstcsomsessonssenreneecnnsineensivseenteanesmerneernrsstennesbntear 815.00 
Olympiadas Gloria Dei nsec ane KIS on eee Nd 3,390.00 
Port. Blakeley, Bethany seecce eee ece nner ers 365.00 
Port? Orchard, Pliny ts ceake ee coe teat acct peewee 515.00 
Redmond, Waith ye sailie Seen ea eet don ae 480.00 
Rochester, - Sts Mar gs ee acess eect rence souteceersieie oe 365.00 
Seattle, Bethany ..... 27 973;890:00 
Seattle, oimerrr US recs ace eee ee neo 1,500.00 
Seattle, Gethsemand 2 ate ee ek 5,640.00 
Seattle: Gather i error etl ieee estes tee creer etcaecterres 450.00 
Seattle, Maenolia se aes Shame Re ee eee nachoman 2,125.00 
Seattle, “Ours Red eer er Siar ease ects reteectsestegeret 2,440.00 
Seattle, Pes cei yee et tec caeretcete 1,015.00 
Tacoma, Bethel: 2suse ee eee ia ieee 915.00 
MWY Lo aye WI 9 Oy) reese ont n> RUE, Nea Tie Re Sa SS eer 4,665.00 
Tacoma St RUStOT Ge iets tear ee cee ee erence encase 120.00 
Yakima, Central sarenoeeer ete tne eee: Seater 3,265.00 


$ 34,380.00 


Asborign, “Trinity Pee catcetecs cnt nue lex attrac enahsieataiteamnts $ 2,175.00 
Brush Prairies: Wing eae ee a ee ee 615.00 
Colton, Colton peed a ate San SP WMS OR, ed a 740.00 
Coos Bay, "LPAI Y ake es eek pe ree 2d 675.00 
Corvallia, ‘Grace: 2. a0 ee aes ee 1,025.00 
Gresham, Trinity: 6 ee ee eee 2,025.00 
Tones Valby 2 a ee eee 240.00 
North’ Bend; Firvst) 252 eee ee es ns 515.00 
Portland, Augustana .......... dens Ree Ne As <a 4,140.00 
Portland, First Immanuel ... cnet a oer eee ae 4,140.00 
Portland; Mt. Carmel). 2 22. 2) pore oe 340.00 
Portland, Pile rine ee eee ero 600.00 
Rosebtire, | Eider? tee a2) 2 ears oe meen eee ae stat ae ie 160.00 
Roseburp,* Walther ee oe 650.00 
Ste Helen's) Wir stk. eel ee cine eer we ols ty 600.00 
Warren: Bethany:.2.2: 0) bese ee eee 865.00 


$ 19,505.00 


650.00 
950.00 
1,025.00 
225.00 


$ 11,090.00 


$ 930.00 
1,200.00 
680.00 
1,025.00 
3,875.00 
400.00 
675.00 
600.00 
400.00 
4,140.00 
1,525.00 
5,800.00 
700.00 
2,525.00 
2,950.00 
1,200.00 
975.00 
4,990.00 
225.00 
3,610.00 


$ 38,425.00 


$ 2,200.00 
840.00 
850.00 
700.00 

1,540.00 
2,100.00 
225.00 
575.00 
4,340.00 
4,140.00 
400.00 
720.00 
145.00 
750.00 
675.00 
850.00 


$ 21,050.00 


*The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Veradale, and the Ruston Luth- 
eran Church, Tacoma, have volunteered to give $120.00 each during 1954, 





Summary 

Districts— 
Toland | Empire ence te eee $ 11,705.00 
Intermountain 7,160.00 
Montana & 2s 9,030.00 
Mount Baker 10,315.00 
Mount Rainier sit: 34,380.00 
Portland? 2.21 eee eee ee ere 19,505.00 

Total: ikea ak Lee $ 92,095.00 


$ 12,585.00 
8,155.00 
10,170.00 
11,090.00 
38,425.00 
21,050.00 


$101,475.00 


Resolutions on the Report of the Director of Stewardship 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. That a laymen’s seminar on stewardship be held May 15 and 16 at an 
approximate cost of $1100. 

3. Various committees of the Conference coordinate their meeting's in 
order to keep travel costs to a minimum. 

4. The Conference Director and District stewardship representatives 
serve also as Conference and District Lutheran World Action Directors. 

5. The Conference budget for 1955 be set at $101,475.00 and the congre- 
gational allocations be adopted. 

6. That every congregation be reminded that its Conference allocation 
is a moral obligation that has priority in the benevolence program of our local 
churches, and it is urged that each congregation make every effort to fulfill 
its responsibility to the Conference and to the Church. 

7. That we remind all congregations that offerings received specifically 
for authorized Church and Conference causes shall be remitted to the Con- 
ference treasurer labeled for the cause for which they were given. 

8. That recognizing that the Conference deficit to the Church and other 
beneficiaries for 1953 is a moral obligation, we instruct the Treasurer to dis- 
burse proportionately to said beneficiaries all monies received as payments on 
delinquent allocations. 


INSTITUTIONS 
COLUMBIA CONFERENCE HOME FOR THE AGED 
Report of the Board of Trustees 


Pastor S. L. Swenson, President, 
Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church: 

Appended herewith are the reports of the Superintendent and the Treas- 
urer of the Columbia Conference Home for the Aged. They give detailed 
information about the operation of the Home during the year of 1953. It 
will be seen that it was a good year in which we again experienced the 
loving kindness, grace and mercy of a Heavenly Father who cares for His 
people even down to old age. It is also to be noted that this care was delegated 
into the hands of a competent staff of workers who exercised that commis- 
sion in a spirit of devotion to God and love to their fellowmen. As a Board of 
Trustees and as a Conference we owe this staff a debt of gratitude for having 
discharged on our behalf a service of love to the elderly people under our care. 

It had been the hope and the plan of the Board of Trustees that the year 
1953 should witness the beginning of the program of extention in our work. 
Plans for the enlargement of the Home had been prepared, though not finally 
adopted. Ways and means of financing the building program were under 
discussion and sources of loans, etc., were being sought. But during the year 
we met disappointment and at the present time we do not know where money 
is available for the program of expansion. However, the Board is not ready 
to give up, and other avenues of securing monies will be explored in the 
coming year. Our work with the elderly is too important to be sidetracked. 


We must find ways and means to fulfill our obligations to our senior citizens. 


56 


At its first meeting after the convention of Conference in Yakima the 
Board organized itself with Pastor Carl E. Rydell as chairman, Mr. E. C. 
Carlson as secretary and Mr. N. E. Gustafson as treasurer. An Executive 
Committee consisting of Pastor S. L. Swenson, chairman, Pastor Ralph S. 
Johnson, secretary, Messers. Andrew Peterson, C. E, Carlson, N. E. Gustaf- 
son and the undersigned was elected to have immediate supervision over the 
affairs of the home. This committee has met almost every month with the 
Superintendent to advise with him and with one another in those matters which 
are important to the welfare of the institution. 

The term of office of the following members of the Board of Trustees 
expires in 1954: Dr. Carl A. V. Lund, Mr. Gordon Storaasli, Pastor Ralph S. 
Johnson and Pastor S. L. Swenson. To these and to all the members of the 
Board our hearty thanks for their co-operation and prayers. And a special 
thanks to the members of the Executive Committee. 


Before closing this report I want again to thank the staff. God only 
knows all the love and work that has daily been freely and gladly given in 
His Name to the members of the Home community. To Pastor L. E. Jones, 
to Miss Emma Johnson, to Dr. Betty Nilsson and to each of the workers our 
thanks and gratitude for faithful service! May God reward them with rich 
blessings of grace. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARL EMIL RYDELL 
Chairman 


The Report of the Superintendent 


Pastor S. L. Swenson, President, 
Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church: 


The Anniversary 


It was a touching sight to see the men and women who live at the Colum- 
bia Conference Home, Seattle, come into the office during the first week of 
last December bearing gifts for the 33rd birthday of their home. Their own 
birthdays had been observed during the year, now they were going to give 
expression to their appreciation for all that the Columbia Conference Home 
meant to them. They gave a total of $341.00. We often heard them say “I 
wish I could give more.” 

At the Open House on Home for the Aged Sunday, December 6th, the 
visitors — nearly two hundred — left an offering of $322.50. Other anni- 
versary gifts that came through the mail, before and after December 6th, 
amounted to $409.05, a grand total of $1,072.55. 

The list of anniversary offerings of the churches on Home for the Aged 
Sunday will be found in this report (see below under Gratitude). Other 
churches gave offerings through the benevolence quota of the Conference 
Budget. The offerings listed above is a new record ‘in receipt that came 
directly to the Home. It was the answer to the appeal made in the special 
issue of the Western Lutheran of November 9th “Something for the old 
folks within our own gates.” 

At the Open House, Mrs. Elof Olson, a skilled caterer, member of Bethany, 
Seattle, supervised the serving of refreshments. She made the cakes, solicited 
home baked cookies from the ladies of Bethany. The wives of the members 
of the Executive Committee poured. 


West Hall 


One of the problems in the administration of the Columbia Conference 
Home is the housing of the 11 members of the staff without using any rooms 
that can be occupied by the old folks. The top floor of the Cottage Annex 
has been used but the City Building Department has issued orders that this 
floor must be vacated. If and when a new unit is to be added to the Home, 
this cottage must be removed and salvaged. 


The Executive Committee upon the authority of the Board of Trustees 
purchased last April a house and lot across Phinney Avenue from the Home 
to provide rooms for women members of the staff. The new house has been 
named West Hall by the Committee. It is located on the Southwest corner 
on Phinney Avenue and North 48th Street. The purchase price was $10,350.00. 
The kitchen appliances, washing machine, and the furniture and rugs in the 
house at the time were bought for $415.00. A bath and wash basin were 
installed in a two room apartment on the first floor which is for the matron, 
the dining and living rooms were partitioned off for bedrooms and the total 
cost was $11,500.00. The three rooms on the top floor were occupied at once. 

The Rey. Carl E. Rydell, vice president of the Conference, also chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Home, dedicated West Hall during the Open 
House. The women living there held their own Open House following the 
dedication. 


The Census 


The number of men and women living in the Home as of December 31st 
was 28 men and 41 women. All of the 59 rooms occupied are private except 
8, married couples live in 5 of these, two located on the main or middle floor 
are used as wards for those who need continuous care. 


Thirty-six of the 69 are without children, 18 of these have never married. 
Thirty-one of the 69 are supported by the State Department of Public As- 
sistance (Welfare Department), 13 of the 31 are receiving continuous nursing 
care. The Home receives $115.00 per month for those receiving nursing care 
and $68.00 per month for those who pay for room and board. The Home pays 
the salary of Dr. R. L. Camber who serves all of the 31 old age assistants free. 

A total of 22 were admitted during 1953, 10 died, 8 were dismissed, all 
except 2 of these of their own accord. Included in the admissions were Miss 
Louise (Lilly) Cervin in May and Rev. and Mrs. J. E. Shipp in September. 

Miss Cervin was a piano and organ teacher in the Conservatory of Music 
at Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois for 47 years following her gradua- 
tion from the College in 1894. She retired in 1950. Her father was Dr. A. R. 
Cervin, professor at Augustana College and Theological Seminary, beginning 
in Paxton, Illinois and continuing after the school was removed to Rock Island, 
Illinois in 1875. Her mother was a sister of the wife of Dr. T. N. Hasselquist, 
founder of the Augustana Synod in 1860 and later president of both the 
College and Seminary. 

Pastor Shipp was ordained into the ministry of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church in 1900. For 2 years he was a home missionary in Southern Idaho, 
served as pastor of the Emanuel Church in Butte, Montana 1902-04, 3 years as 
pastor of Grace, Spokane, and in the Warren-St. Helens pastorate, Oregon, for 6 
years, a total of 13 years in the area now included in the Columbia Confer- 
ence. He was forced to retire in 1933 by an infection commonly called 
“Speakers sore throat.” The couple lived on their farm near Stockholm, Minne- 
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sota until they came to Seattle in September, 1952 to live with their daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hrvatin. 

It will be recalled from the report for 1952, that Dr. Betty A. Nelsson 
came to the Home that year. During 1953 she has taken over the supervision 
of the medical and nursing service under the house physician. She also carries 
on the noble tradition of a Bible woman in India where she served as a 
medical missionary for 43 years. Miss Cervin gives freely to the old folks 
and the staff, the benefit of her musical talent and training. We all enjoy 
her playing of the great hymn and chorales of the church and the music of 
the masters. 

All of these servants of Christ and His Church are a blessing to our 
Home. The Superintendent counts it as one of his highest joys to have had 
the opportunity of welcoming these servants of the Augustana Church into 
the comforts and security that our Home provides. For them it is God’s 
recompense to a heart rich in understanding but tired and worn from years 
of service given to their fellowmen. It should give the delegates to this 
convention a thrill also to know that they, too, through the Columbia Con- 
ference Home are co-workers with the Lord in this service. 


Life Contracts 
Two life members who had been on free service died during the year. 
One of them had lived at the Home for 33 years on a life contract fee of 
$2,000.00. Another life member was taken to a sanitarium on Bainbridge 
Island by his daughter-in-law because we were unable to provide the medical 
service that his case required. He is now receiving grants from the State for 
his care. 


Early in March, formal application was made to the State Department 
of Public Assistance (State Welfare Department) for old age assistance for 
five life members who had been receiving free service over a period of years. 
The King County office asked for and received a brief, setting forth the 
whole matter. The applications were approved and the grants began coming 
through in September. Your superintendent considers these grants as an 
expression of appreciation on the part of the State Department for the free 
service that our Home has given since the Social Security law was passed in 
1935. The actual savings to the local King County during these years would 
run into thousands of dollars. 


Now there remains only two life members having the old type of contract. 
Both of these entered the Home during the present administration. Both are 
ineligible for State grants because they have resources and this free service 
must continue for their remaining years unless they voluntarily pay for their 
care out of their own funds. Their free service will cost the Home $1,560.00 
for board and room and more if they shall need continuous nursing care, 


Your superintendent has made a careful study of the matter of life 
contracts both in theory and actual experience and has arrived at some definite 
conclusions. (1) As a rule applicants for life contracts are looking for bar- 
gains no matter how much resources they have. (2) It is almost impossible to 
secure the Home against unnecessary free service especially if children are 
involved. The new type of contract adopted in 1947 provides that the Home 
can draw on the other resources of the member when the contract fee has 
been used up at the regular monthly rate, and when these resources are ex- 
hausted the member will be eligible for state grants provided the member 
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has not disapated or given his resources away. (3) The Home can protect 
itself by raising the fee to $8,000.00 or $10,000.00, but this high rate would 
almost be prohibitive. (4) There remains one other alternative, enter into a 
contract only with those who out of a good and honest heart are unable to 
find rest of mind without the security that a life contract provides. This 
practice has been followed during recent years. 


Treasurer’s Report 


The report of the Treasurer, Mr. N. E. Gustafson, represents a lot more 
technical skill and around-the-calendar work than is apparent on the surface. 
Some of the items and what they reveal should be called to the attention of 
the delegates to this convention. 


(1) The increase in the cost of food supplies was held down to $606.81. 
This was made possible by donations of fruit and other food stuffs the largest 
donations, that have been made for 9 years at least. 


(2) The increase in the cost of living over the year before is shown by 
the rise in the cost per month per person from $62.16 to $65.55 for 1953. 


(3) The increase in the income from those living at the Home was 
$10,180.29. 


(4) A careful study of the report will reveal that the income from the 
members, living at the Home exceeded the actual cost of the goods and 
services that they have received. This is a new record going back at least 
nine years. 

(5) There was only one bequest this year and that from the Adolph 
Johnson estate, Anaconda, Montana, in the amount of $46.00. The all time 
high in bequests was reached in 1952, a total of $11,574.00. 

(6) The net worth of the Home property was increased by $11,500.00. 

(7) Sixty-nine dollars of the donations during the year has been ear- 
marked by the donors toward the purchase of a movie projector with sound 
effects. 

(8) The cost of the free service during 1953 was $4,000.00. This was 
offset by the budgetary allowance received from the Conference amounting 
to $3,313.00. The offerings taken by the Churches and sent direct to the Home 
amounted to $734.00, a total of $4,047.00 Other churches included their 
offerings in their quota to the Conference Budget. 

(9) The balance in the Building Fund is $18,603.74. 

Your superintendent is especially pleased with that part of the treasurer’s 
report which reveals that the men and women who have lived at the Home 
during 1953, have been able to pay for their own care and keep, either out 
of their own private income and resources or through Social Security pay- 
ments or old age assistance grants. Living on charity takes some of the 
healthy self-respect from anyone. 

Since the enactment of the Social Security law in 1935, the State and 
the Federal Government jointly have gradually and finally assumed the 
responsibility for old age assistance grants to cover the cost of the care 
of those over 65 years of age who are unable to pay for board, room, and 
medical service. Such grants are not designated as charity but rather as a 
compensation for helping to develop the resources of our country and building 
up a free government. 
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However, it should be emphasized here that these grants are based on 
need and are therefore not sufficient to cover the cost of building homes for 
the aged. It follows that such homes for ambulatory old folks must be 
financed and equipped through gifts, benevolence offerings and bequests. Your 
Superintendent believes that the building of homes for the aged; say nothing 
about free service, is enough, in our present state of grace, to absorb the 
benevolent potential that the Conference membership may have toward old 
folks, even within our own gates. 

The Columbia Conference Home has a favored location, it has room to 
expand, it can attract workers from our churches, it has the know-how 
gained over a period of 33 years. What could we not do if we had the money! 
Sometimes we sigh as did the Psalmist, “Oh, Lord how long?” 


Gratitude 


The year of 1953 has been the busiest year of the last nine and financially 
it has been the best. The increase in donations of supplies has helped materially 
to keep down the cost and add extra comforts for the old folks. In the matter 
of donations of linen and towels it has also saved time and energy on the 
part of the matron and her helpers who are plenty busy with routine duties. 


The ladies’ groups of the Central Church in Yakima donated the fruit 
and prepared it for the canery, a total of 340 gallons which means a saving 
of about 50%. The Sunday schools of Olympia, Bethany, Peace, Our Redeemers 
in Seattle; WMS of Gethsemane, Seattle; Rebecca Circle, Olympia; WMS 
Mount Vernon, WMS Firth and Blackfoot, Idaho; all had food showers. 


The following groups from the Conference churches had linen and towel 
showers: WMS of Grace, Spokane; Mary and Martha, and Sylvia Circles, 
Olympia; Bethany, Port Blakely; Elim, Port Orchard; Blackfoot, Idaho; 
Mount Vernon WMS, 


It is a pleasure to acknowledge those who helped to make a merry 
Christmas for the old folks. The Ladies Aid, Althea Society and Miriam 
Missions Society of Bethany, Seattle, gave home baked cookies, fruit and 
candy to all the members of the Home and personal gifts to those who 
“Santa might forget”; the Friendship Circle and WMS of St. Johns, Helena, 
Montana gave personal gifts to all the old folks; Margeah Guild, Salem, 
Spokane, sent gifts of candy. The Dorcas Society, Gethsemane, Seattle, served 
their annual Smorgasbord, December 18th. The Dorcas, Butte, Montana, 
Miriam Circle, Yakima sent Christmas gifts in money. 

The following Woman’s Missionary Societies sent in donations for the 
Home: Bethany, Seattle; 1st, Tacoma; Bethany, Port Blakely; Bethlehem, 
Sedro Woolley; Bellingham; Augustana, Vancouver, B. C.; Lake Stevens, a 
total of $180.35. 

The following churches sent in anniversary offerings direct to the Home: 
Bethany, Seattle; Bellingham; Bethany, Port Blakely; Salem, Mount Vernon; 
Colton, Oregon; Gresham, Oregon; Trinity, Coos Bay, Oregon; 1st Anaconda, 
Montana; Magnolia, Seattle; Emanuel, Butte, Montana; St. Helens, Oregon; 
Grace, Barber, Montana. Others gave offerings through the Conference Budget. 

Our very personal gratitude goes out first of all to the matron, Miss 
Emma J. Johnson and the members of the staff who gave of their service 
“above and beyond the call of duty,” to the members of the Executive Com- 
mittee and last but not least, to the individuals and groups who sent in 
money and supplies. 
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We reserve our highest praise to God and His Christ, who have guided, 
blessed, and protected our Home during the year. On our own part we have 
done nothing to boast about. If we had prayed more fervently we might have 
been blessed with more gifts for the old folks who are waiting outside our 


very gates. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. E. JONES 


Superintendent of Columbia 


Conference Home 
Seattle, Washington, February 22, 1954 


Auditor’s Report 
To Whom This May Concern: 


1 hereby certify that I have examined the Treasurer’s books and records 
for the Columbia Conference Home for Aged, and have found them to be 


correct. 


CARL G. NELSON, Accountant 


Seattle, Wash., Feb. 9, 1954. 


Treasurer’s Report 


CASH RECEIPTS 
Year Ending Dec. 31, 1953 










Board and Room—Monthly Guests ....W-e ae Cees SS Baek 
HTD) Go eu Gras ape ees ene ee 269.59 
Columbia Conference Treas. 3,508.57 
(Ceemepeges UR Cevny Ge eave were eee creer pee omg as verre ee 71.00 
Sale of Food peas 41,49 
IGeiihavelbiny ee oe 226.18 
Medical Supplies 0... BES ie cela Nea cree tence ea IOs 4 
GREY O) MOVES oe nee eer eee are cer cette eae ee 75.00 
WIMyere) DE BaVeXOKDIS) aviv ener ersten tenon coon ra 75.00 
VR ANACTRESRE, coe eh ak Sn he pe eterna oe Spree aoe eo tree Wren ee eee EEE 264.18 
Livan Weobikolinats Mb Waol vee eee eee eek Neer ee ee ee ee 2,818.77 
Amon) PNMIE (Ob yet ole 1 Reyefent SLES centavos yerrecret perenne eer $ 60,878.83 

paren: die nonmesyenre ly, AUSTRIA ee ie cee acne ay coronene trem reuse IB Miro flO) 


CASH DISBURSEMENTS 














Board and Room Return en..cceeccssccccsssescnseececessestecsesnececrcsstsssnntssesnncessnsret 73.00 
JN (ORY ST ELEISH O22 coe eres preetereter ae 334.68 
Food Supplies Eo ra eee tee 14,845.40 
Brave], Lin, Wee, GES ececsscscrntcneseerereertntsnectnernnereernetnrnrcteniutetshenennenmnae 2,846.48 
General ’and Office [Dp GOURD rch reste se reece omececms eeoerieas 470.01 
Household Supplies ...... ee eee OREN NN SER Ue, 889.53 
insurances DO et ee ee ree rere 368.45 
DN EUOYOR A eters ener eee rere -eefirea Tau peer Pallete 
Medical Supplies .. ee eee terns 221.74 
Pepa certs eer ttre 2,847.03 
Grey Deyn) 60) c= mee ena 403.67 
Taxes: Social Security and Real Estate... 361.34 
Tyravel FLXP@MS@ nceecscsneccescssceueereresinencetneesamantememntstmenmetnensemeneracscties 305.04 
PGTSTOV  ccececcccensseescsccnssnssccersensnerecnsinceesunseceeanecensnanenncesneesesanrceesntentntnuecansennsnaztseeee 150.00 
SPATE WEIS) cree aerate te crestegeeeuecee fe nent ee roe 22,277.66 


Pruneral Services -nrcrcscsscscecsessssesseneessecencesnersnesssunennesseeetneennrensstnresnesseeset 966.98 


$ 74,612.53 
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Increase: in Petty Cash Acconnts2 22 ee ee 




















New?) Mur, and -Bquinset cane 
Purchase of Real Estate, 327 No. 48th...... 
Improvements toisame 3 ee ee 
Total-All “Disbursements sete eee 61,406.28 
Balances Dec. 31;) 1903.0 ee ee $ 13,206.25 
Note: $9,850.00 was transferred from Savings account when real estate was 
purchased. 
N. E. GUSTAFSON, Treasurer 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Year Ending Dec. 31, 1953 
Assets 
Current: 
Cash on Hand and in Bank .nnccccccccesscsssoen $ 18,206.25 
U. S. Government Bonds ¥ 20,500.00 
Petty, (Cash. 8u7)2 or es seripere. ore 150.00 
LotalsGurrent 25 eee eee $ 33,856.25 
Capital Assets: 
Bailding ati Costi= =e eee $ 85,088.04 
Furcand sWixtures eee oan une 20,957.57 
$106,045.61 
Less Depreciation Reserve ooo cocoon 59,850.83 46,194.78 
Real. Detatesi.. act ee ee 7,443.66 
Total Capital Assets oc... 53,638.44 
Prepaid, Future Building Expense........... 12,506.91 
Total Adl (A geety cto, ees $100,001.60 
Liabilities 
Current: 
Accrued Taxes and Withholding... $ 621.64 
Trust Account for Life Members........... $ 887.00 
Reserve for Funeral Expenses and 
Care of Life Members on Free Care... 4,742.75 5,629.75 
‘ Total (352 ip cee eee ad $ 6,251.39 
Building Fund Account wc. 39,915.71 
Surplus January 1, 1968. ee 49,621.73 
Plus operating gain for 1953... 4,212.77 
Total Surplus, Dec. 31, 1958............ 53,834.50 
Total Liabilities and Surplus......... $100,001.60 
OPERATING STATEMENT 
Year Ending Dec. 31, 1953 
Operating Revenue: 
Board and Room—Monthly Guests oo. ce. $ 53,500.93 
Board and Room—Life Members... 808.00 
Garege Rent 220 kee ee 71.00 
Donations to General Acct. .cemmummmmnnmne 269.59 
Unteren§ cet taseesihes tities! gle a ee 264.18 


$ 54,913.70 
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Operating Expense: 


OM GTUIS In Ogee ee tants re eet Oe eee ee ee 334.68 
Food Supplies : 
















wonseenneee 14,803.91 
General and Office ...... 445.01 
Fuel, L., W., and Gas 2,846.43 
Household Supplies ....... 889.53 
ENSUE AT Ce Steet cere re een wena. 368.45 
Laundry PR nee ar Oe ee eee ORS Fa as an, 1,951.57 
Medical Supplies cdc nents = Seelact ser ontario tine 66.62 
I ETOP WU MSG PeGtnit once tlr EMAC CS) TE ae MPs Pine Nee Uetean seein a Aerated 2,797.03 
Mele els Peer ae 328.67 
DURE CE ml oh Ales ee reel OD SR OL, SND SO Fo SI PPE Pea 430.81 
PPL Wie Lk SSG GINS Oueeter ta rneee Oe eee ae SRR 305.04 
IPCNISTON™ cee rene eee ta amt alin pe aera tec eait 150.00 
SS eT: Gs pee eer ee 7 Re eae Ve ce UN pte De are siee nee 22,829.83 
Res $ 48,547.58 
Depreciation. ............... Oe ee eee Ree eet een eek Paiste 
ARojeey! Ohare uioyes ISG OeINES, ete nares Oe 50,700.93 
ING, WOyoreveenmates (ECW Sere pence eee cere rece ee See BSE 2 dr iy 
BUILDING ACCOUNT 
Year Ending Dec. 31, 19538 
Receipts: 
Total Donations and Bequests to Jan. 1, 1953................$ 33,788.37 
Donations by individualssing OSS eee ane 2,813.77 
From Columbia Conference Treasury .......::..:::cccccce 3,813.57 
$ 39,915.71 
CSE Sieacehnigs ip psy op Xe) Seceseee eter ere ar en ye mere eee epee 7,638.48 
ABYaneeayl hy 1 Reet eC 0) Sy eee ee eae oe em yeeseeey eeereieren Sem reese $ 47,554.14 
Disbursements: 
Dbeyegeul MD pg oKealstey coer eee eraser eeere silt ee rN Semel Ago. 
Adv. & Misc. Supplies 952.76 
Architect & Engineers Fees... 10,080.25 
Construction of Sun Porches : 5,101.97 
Real Estate — 327 No. 48th........ : 10,350.00 
Improvements 01 Same cece ccccececreceensncncenmnemnentntintntntntneein 991.79 
UReoyerall UD Yisvoybrec(en(enoiS) sapere heor ore oom co 28,950.67 
Balances cee cadm lb deere teeerects pal ee LO $ 18,603.47 


Summary of Balance in Building Account: 
In Government Bonds $ 14,000.00 
In Savings ACCOUnnt ic csecccceeccc tes cere tee 65.68 
Amt. to be transferred from General 
Checking Acct. to Building Acct........... Aonletg 





$ 18,603.47 


Summary of All Funds: 
Building Acct.: 


Cash in Savings ACCt. cceccccccceccecenssssstneenemnetnetttnenintaemenniet 65.68 


t 4,537.79 
Be a oman, ee eee 14,000.00 18,603.47 
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General Account: 





Cash in Savings Account 867.82 
cj 7,734.96 
Fe ae ee ER RR ie to ead 6,500.00 15,102.78 
Total All Funds as of Dec. 81, 1958. $ 33,706.25 


Resolutions on Reports of Home for the Aged 
Resolved, That: 


1. The reports be received. 

2. We commend to our people the continued giving of gifts in money, 
food stuffs and supplies to our Conference Home. 

3. We commend the Trustees on the purchase of West Hall and we urge 
that the plans for expansion and for the obtaining of funds for that purpose 
be continued. 

4. We set aside the first Sunday in December as “Home for the Aged 
Sunday” in our congregations to present the work of our Home and to receive 
an offering for the home. 


COLUMBIA HOSPITAL 


Administrator’s Report 
Dr. 8. L. Swenson, President Columbia Conference, Seattle, Washington: 


It is with a great deal of pleasure that I submit the annual report for 
the Columbia Hospital for this year will provide an opportunity for those 
in attendance at the Conference Convention to see our institution. 

The year just concluded was a good one for the hospital in that more 
patients were served than during the previous year and we feel that a greater 
service was rendered to care for the spiritual needs of the patients. 

Early in the year a chapel was dedicated providing a place for meditation 
and also serving as a place of worship each Sunday. The attendance at our 
services has been very gratifying with both patients and employees in at- 
tendance. 

The Executive Committee of the hospital has been very faithful and 
diligent in providing guidance and supervision for the hospital operation. 
The Executive Committee is elected by the Board of Trustees and the follow- 
ing served during the past year: Capt. Fritz Elfving, Rev. Roy W. Ryden, 
Mr. Uuno Uunila, Mr. Sven B. Lund, Mr. John Helstrom, Mr. Maurice Wilson, 
Mr. Henry Puusti, Rev. H. Storaasli, Rev. F. W. Kaskinen, Rev. L. Stals- 
braaten, Mr. Roy E. Engbretson, Mr. Clifford Johnson, 

Repairs and improvements in the hospital have helped to brighten the 
atmosphere and to make the patient’s stay more enjoyable, 

We covet your prayers for the work of mercy rendered at Columbia 
Hospital that it might be a blessing to the people of the community, to the 
church, and above all to Christ. 

We are looking forward to your visit to Astoria during the Conference 
Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GORDON J. STORAASLI 
Administrator 


NOM One Paclents = A dim bedanss:s ea. unre e 
No. of Nursing Days (Exclusive New Born) 
No. of Nursing Days (New Born) -.cccccccccccccceece 
No. of Major Operations... Se eat 
Now of MinorsOperations. se 
INGO), Ohi IBSR AIAN) ee tee SoC ae rds Ne Rae er eee 
INI G20 ep) 1 Se cae ere ee er, RE RI Me a ee 





Auditor’s Report 


To the Board of Trustees, Columbia Conference and the Executive Committee 
of the Columbia Hospital, Astoria, Oregon: 
Gentlemen: 

We have examined the balance sheet of Columbia Hospital as at Decem- 
ber 31, 1953, and the statement of income, expense and surplus for the year 
then ended. In connection therewith we have reviewed the accounting proce- 
dures of the hospital, and without making a detailed audit of transaction, 
we have examined or tested the accounting records and other supporting 
evidence by methods and to the extent we deemed appropriate. 

Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted audit- 
ing standards and accordingly included all procedures which we considered 
necessary in the circumstances; however, we did not count the inventories nor 
did we circularize patient accounts receivable. The full nature and extent of 
our verifications is contained in our supplementary audit report submitted 
under separate cover. 

In our opinion the accompanying balance sheet and related statement of 
income, expense and surplus present fairly the financial position of Columbia 
Hospital at December 31, 1953, and results of operations for the year then 
ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on 
a basis consistent with that of prior years. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WAYNE MAYHEW & CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 


OD GSUU eM VN 
COLUMBIA HOSPITAL 
BALANCE SHEET 
As of December 31, 19538 





Assets 
Current Assets: 

Cash on Hand andoin Banoo ise svenesc- $ 10,331.64 
PATE GOUM GS EOC CUA LO cece tere nce $ 55,672.69 

Less: Reserve for Doubtful Accounts... 11,897.26 3,770.43 
Northwest Hospital Service Retains... 867.60 
U. S. National Bank Retains ann ee 275.08 
Contributions Pledged. .................. 610.00 
TriventOries) cic eres 22,638.81 
Unexpired Insurance Premiums 1,427.94 

Mote G@ Urreriy PASS CUS wee cetera reece $ 79,926.50 


Other Assets: 


TRANSL ORMEDIRES) © cohreseeteoen opens Caner oe meme 640.00 
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Fixed Assets: 








Tosti eet ak Se ee eee 40,959.93 
Buildings. ............ ess 157,420.54 
Equipment) 2.22 oe re ree 92,786.29 
Sub-total 22 2a ae ee 250,206.83 
Less: Reserve for Depreciation .............. 120,856.44 128,850.39 
Total Fixed (Assets eee 170,810.32 


Total ASSets 2nsicact seconscctevrreesssssemsemscsneriec $251,376.82 


Current Liabilities: 
Accounts Payable=.. 2 -nsae eee ee, Ae elrgel Wy 3 
Aecrued Expenses: 
Salaries and Wages eee en $ 10,071.73 
Payroll Taxes and Insurance 8,436.55 
Entoreat cr ek ee ce ne 75.70 18,583.98 








Mortgage Notes Payable— ’ 
Gourrent. Portion, ee eee 6,900.00 


Total Current Liabilities i cccccccsssssoeesssceces $ 32,615.66 
Deferred Liabilities: 
Mortgage Notes Payable ounce ine 33,125.00 
Less: Current Portion, Above... 6,900.00 26,225.00 





Twenty Year Trustee Notes.iccccccsscssen 16,265.20 42,490.20 


otal bie bilities. ene ee tee wee $ 75,105.86 
Surplus: 
Excess of Assets over Liabilities, 
from ‘Exhibit Be ae ee 176,270.96 


Total Liabilities and Surplus ................. $251,376.82 
NOTE A: The Hospital is contingently liable on patients’ notes discounted at 
the U. S. National Bank. Outstanding balances amount to $1,533.80 


EXHIBIT “B” 
COLUMBIA HOSPITAL 


STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENSE AND SURPLUS 
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953 
Gross: Income”... oo ae ee erent ae ae $292,915.46 






Less?) Allowances:]2:c. = 29 5 peer ten tee ne SiN 21,420.93 
Neti Patient Income, eo eee $271,494.53 
Miscellaneous Operating ReVenue ooncccccccccsccsnccsnsocissnessevsec 2,530.47 
Total: Operating Revenue. eee 274,025.00 
Operating Expenses: 
Professional Care's5. ta. ee 69,707.74 
Supplementary, Services” --. soe  e 79,335.41 
Dietary) 208 2 Ae en, ee ct ane 42,934.21 
Household oe teen bee a 14,985.08 
Plant Operation and Maintenance 00 cce ccc. 23,301.70 
AGMmINISTPAtION Msc: See ee ree = oS, oDU 
Depreciation ou... = G86162 
Sundry Eoxpense) see eh Noes ees) 6,713.53 
Total Operating Expenses cc cceceseeeteceeteee nce. 276,615.79 
Excess of Expense over Income. .occcccmosecneneeeee (2,590.79) 


at December 31, 1953. 
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Non-Operating Income: 
Contributions—Columbia Conference ........... 1133 
Contributions — Others) 00 eee 
PUL VRC CUi Cre Oe oe at, ek ek Dpeees 4,046.18 





Net Income for the Yeav..................... Ae eM Cate he 1,455.39 
Add: Surplus Balance January 1, 1953 164,409.43 ‘e's 
Accrued Interest on Trustees Notes 








Cancelled ................ I eee ee ee ee ee oe 10,406.14 174,8 
Surplus Balance December 31, 1953— 7 ee 
COR MECHID 1G CAN. cece «ie eu en Dees Ue $176,270.96 


Resolutions on the Columbia Hospital Reports 
Resolved, That: 

1. The reports be received. 

2. That we highly commend the providing of a chapel for meditation and 
worship. 

3. That the Conference recognizes with gratitude the opportunity to 
render this service of mercy, while at the same time also recognizes the critical 
financial problems involved. 

4. That the Executive Committee of the Columbia Hospital be authorized 
to proceed with the use of the first floor of the hospital for the care of am- 
bulatory aged. 


THE EMANUEL HOSPITAL 
PORTLAND, OREGON 


Report of the President of the Board of Trustees 
For the Year 1953 


To the Rev. S. L. Swenson, President Columbia Conference: 


Greetings: 

Over forty years have passed in review since Emanuel Hospital was 
founded. We wonder if the founders would be satisfied with the progress 
made; if they would find that the course they set had been followed to this 
day. 

It seems appropriate at this time in review of the year 1953 to not only 
bring to mind the physical accomplishments of the year, the success and the 
disappointments, but also to bring into focus our personal attitudes and re- 
actions to the present day standing of Emanuel Hospital in this community. 
Ours is the responsibility and privilege of building upon the foundation of 
high purpose that prompted the pioneers of Emanuel Hospital to venture 
the founding of this institution. These pioneers had courage; they had fore- 
sight; they displayed a great faith that God would direct their efforts. Time 
has proven that their faith was not misplaced for we see that Emanuel has 
progressed, that the high standard of Christian service to the injured and ill 
has not deteriorated, but has been carried on to new heights. The physical 
facilities have also been made to keep pace with the advance in care and 
treatment of the sick by addition and modernization of buildings and the 
installation of new instruments for diagnosis and treatment. It is interesting 
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to note that it was necessary to raze the first hospital building originally 
built on the site in order to make way for the new wing. 

It should be our purpose to place our faith in Divine guidance, to pray 
that we might exercise good judgment with respect to daily problems and 
be dedicated to the advancement of the Kingdom of God even through the 
medium of Emanuel Hospital. 

Many articles have been written regarding the responsibilities of hospital 
trustees. These writings seem to boil down to the essentials that trustees 
should be men of character, moral and dependable; they should be successful 
in their own fields, for success engenders success. They should be loyal and 
yet capable of rendering unbiased judgment. They should be informed about 
the hospital field in general and their own hospital in particular. They should 
have a heart for the community. They must be above using their hospital 
position for personal gain in any other field of activity. 

The members of the Board of Trustees of Emanuel Hospital have been 
diligent in the discharge of their obligations as trustees. Each member is 
enthusiastic about the advancing program for Emanuel and endeavors to do 
his part to insure its success. 

We wish to express appreciation to each member of the Board of Trustees 
for his faithfulness, and for the helpful manner in which each one has par- 
ticipated. 











TRUSTEES 

The personnel of the Board is as follows: 

Name Church Term 
Floyd D. Cook, Augustana — Portland Renee ee nee Se et 1951-1953 
Roy Hi. Hngbretsoni, Urry Sheet eee re eats 1951-1953 
Jack Li. Medlar, First: Immanuel) — Porter dics occ ceeccsecccteceecttsentnaccucteroet 1951-1953 
Walter Vernstrom, Augustana — Portlarrden..ccccecccsescsscecccessnneestsnsseresssnnee 1951-1953 
Dr.) R. W. Kullberes, Trinityia eA S001 asc cco ens caer ee ere 1952-1954 
Dr. Julius G. Sture,- Trinity. Grestanie. ee ee 1952-1954 
Casper F. Paulson, First Immanuel — Portlard een cccccccsssescecssssesscescessscneeee 1952-1954 
Kenneth Erickson, First Immanuel — Portlard ec ccccssecssocescsseceesensocessee 1952-1954 
Erie J; Dahlbetey Auguste tide © OP Gaye eee cere ees 1953-1955 
Lawrence, Jensen!) Hirst.) St. bsiens. ee eee eee 1953-1955 






Alfred E. Olson, Augustana — Portland... 0 SS Oe eae ee 1953-1955 
Rev. Carl W. Sodergren, First Immanuel — Portland. seen 1953-1955 


Officers and Executive Committee 
Alfred: Fist O18 0 nimen sneer rs set ee President 
Casper F. Paulson ..Vice-President 
Kenneth A. Erickson Secretary 
LD (ok PRN DEW Narer gion. etna telesales ee Treasurer 
Roy. Ey Png bretsoniseese eee ee Fifth Member 


A beautiful and useful hospital building with its provisions for service 
to humanity is never an accident. It is achieved only by careful and thorough 
planning, hard work, and prayer. Few people realize how very much is 
involved. 

Our new structure is gradually nearing completion. We have witnessed 
the fashioning of material things — bricks, mortar, steel, and glass — into 
a beautiful structure, dedicated to serve humanity in the name of Christ. Our 
faith has made possible this achievement. 
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Departments which occupied their new quarters prior to the end of the 
year were the following: X-Ray, Pharmacy, Nursing Education, General, 
Business and Administrative Officers, Operating Rooms and Physical Therapy. 
All of these Departments are located either in the basement or on the first 
floor of the new structure. The second floor of the new wing was opened for 
patients shortly before the end of the year. 

When the building program was initiated, it was realized that there 
would be a loss of revenue. This could not be helped. Many rooms had to be 
taken out of service, depriving the hospital of income from these beds. Added 
to this loss in revenue was the necessary continuance of the service part of 
the organization which means an unbalanced cost in operations. Thus the 
financial report indicates that the year 1953 has not been entirely satisfactory. 
It is hoped that when the disruption due to remodeling and construction is 
over, the occupancy will return to normal and full use of our facilities will 
increase the revenue and bring about a balanced program. 

The total cost of the project will be nearly $2,225.000. Under the Federal 
Hospital Survey and Construction Act, our hospital received a grant in the 
amount of $418,883.33. A loan of $750,000 has been secured from the United 
States National Bank of Portland. The balance of the funds available for 
construction has come from gifts, bequests, and operating surplus accumulated 
over a period of years. 

Hospital costs continued to rise during the year 1953. On July 1 minimum 
ward rates within the hospitals of Portland increased from $13.00 per day 
to $13.75 per day. Wage increases won through negotiation by both profes- 
sional and non-professional workers were responsible. 

This matter of rising costs has caused great concern on the part of 
hospital Boards of Trustees and Administrators throughout the nation. Cost 
increases experienced by hospitals have been consistent with those experi- 
enced by industry. Nevertheless, while the public appears to be much more 
reluctant to accept these inflationary increases for health services than they 
are to accept inflationary increases for food, clothing and other necessities, 
they are inclined to be somewhat critical and unwilling to accept the facts 
concerning hospital costs. 

We find that there is a lack of understanding on the part of the public 
toward the cost of hospital care. The average patient and members of the 
patient’s family are conscious only of the nursing staff, or those whom they 
actually see caring for the patient. The nursing staff, of course, comprises 
only a portion of the number of employees required in a modern hospital. The 
average person fails to recognize that it requires an average of two employees 
to provide complete and adequate service for every patient confined to bed, 
and that the hospital is required to employ three full shifts of employees daily 
to cover each 24-hour period and extra shifts to cover the week-end activity. 
The major item of expense in the operation of any hospital is the payroll. 
In fact, the payroll comprises nearly 70 per cent of the total expense of 
operation. 

Equipment purchases made during the year are too numerous to list. 
$250,000 was included in the budget for the purchase of new equipment. 
Perhaps listing the cost of some specific items would be enlightening. 

2 X-Ray Machines — $20,000 each. 

1 Operating Room Table — $2,100. 

1 Operating Room Light — $1,450. 

1 Anesthesia Machine — $1,250. 
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1 Hubbard Tank (full body submersion for Hydro-therapy) — $4,500. 
1 Dishwashing Machine — $7,500, 


Equipment for patients’ rooms: 


Single Room — $800. 
Two-bed Room — $1,200. 
Four-bed Room — $1,800. 


Gifts amounting to approximately $9,500.00 were received during the year. 
We are grateful to all who thus indicate their interest in the program of 
Emanuel Hospital and assist in a material way. Thank you to all who have 
contributed! 

More than thirty years ago the American College of Surgeons through Dr. 
Malcolm D. MacEachern became interested in the standardization and accredi- 
tation of hospitals. This organization has been of inestimable value to the 
American public and the America hospital system in its efforts to provide 
workable standards for hospitals to follow and to provide a code of ethics 
for the medical practice within hospitals. 

Approximately three years ago the American College of Surgeons recog- 
nized that the task of accrediting all hospitals of the nation was becoming far 
too great and expensive for them to continue. Effective January 1, 19538, a 
new organization known as the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals 
assumed this task. Where the American College of Surgeons formerly had 
five men in the field attempting to visit and accredit hospitals, the new 
accrediting agency has eighteen. The new Commission is much more exacting 
in its examination than was the American College of Surgeons. In fact, ap- 
proximately one-third of the hospitals examined thus far have not qualified 
for full approval. We are happy to report that our hospital was examined 
during the latter part of July and that full approval was granted by the 
Commission. 

Examinations were also conducted during the year by the American 
Medical Association with reference to our residency training programs for 
doctors in Surgery, Medicine, Orthopedics and Obstetrics and Gynecology. 
We are also happy to report that the Council of Medical Education and 
Hospitals of the American Medical Association and the respective American 
Boards granted continued approval of these residency training programs. 

Through the Chaplain’s Department Emanuel Hospital seeks to provide 
the spiritual ministry so essential in the time of illness. Chaplain H. George 
Randolph conducts this Department in an exemplary manner. Many com- 
ments have been heard regarding the splendid work being done in patient 
contact, counseling and teaching. This work is an essential part of our Chris- 
tian program. 

Since June Mr. Merlin Zier from the Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, 
has been employed by the hospital as an assistant to the Chaplain. On Novem- 
ber 1, Sister Frances Dahlgren from the Immanuel Deaconess Institute in 
Omaha, Nebraska joined our staff. They promise to be a helpful addition to 
our chaplaincy program, 

Last summer the Chaplaincy Department conducted its third six-weeks’ 
course in Clinical Pastoral Training with an enrollment of eight students. 
The lectures were outstanding, practically without a single exception. Another 
six-weeks’ course is planned for next summer. 

A somewhat different program of training in pastoral care has been 
initated at Emanuel beginning this past January. A day a week course for 
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pastors has been in operation since January 18, which will continue for ten 
consecutive Mondays. Eight persons are enrolled in this course. 


Dedication of the new Chapel will be a part of the Annual Meeting. 
We are thankful to God for this beautiful place of worship. It is not only a 
place of worship but also a witness to what our hospital stands for. Our 
Chapel is attracting the attention of visitors, some of whom pause in reverent 
worship. The thought occurs, would the churches of our District want to 
have a part in providing for this beautiful Chapel by contributing toward the 
cost of the furnishings. 


Sixty-one young women were graduated from our School of Nursing: 
on May 25. Fifty-two of this number were graduated under the Diploma 
program. Nine were graduated under the Degree program — seven from 
Lewis and Clark College and two from Pacific Lutheran College. 

Our nurse recruitment program has continued in an effective manner 
under Chaplain Randolph, Mrs. Carol Wahlers and members of the nursing 
staff. Seventy-seven students were admitted to our School of Nursing on 
August 1. Twenty-one of these students are under the Degree program — 
fourteen from Pacific Lutheran College and seven from Lewis and Clark 
College. 

Our Women’s Auxiliary is endeavoring to raise funds to furnish our 
new Pediatric Department. They sponsored two functions during the year — 
A Spring Tea and a Rummage Sale in the fall. Both events were very 
successful. 

The “Green Lady Corps,” sponsored by the Auxiliary, continues to be 
of great service to the patients in our hospital. These women contribute 
several hours per week in helping the nursing staff with some of the duties 
they ordinarily cannot perform. The women help to feed patients, write letters, 
care for the patients’ flowers, etc. We are very grateful to these women for 
their benevolent attitude and their contribution. 

We wish to express sincere appreciation to our Administrator, Paul R. 
Hanson, for the splendid manner in which he conducts his office. Emanuel is 
fortunate to have him as Administrator. His ability and experience are 
certainly being used unstintingly in our service. 

Anton E. Hendrickson, a former member of the Board of Trustees, passed 
away on January 13, 1953. He was one of the organizers of Emanuel Hospital, 
and served as a Board member for thirty of his eighty-two years of life. We 
are thankful for this devoted service which extended over so long a period 
of his years. 

To all who in their various capacities have served Emanuel this past 
year — employees, administration, committee members, trustees, and members 
of the Emanuel Lutheran Charity Board, we want to express appreciation. 
We hope that each one will experience a joy and satisfaction in serving his 
Lord and the Church in this way. 

May God continue to look with favor upon Emanuel Hospital and to add 
His blessing to the work being done here. 


Sincerely, 
ALFRED E. OLSON 
President Board of Trustees 
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Resolutions on the Emanuel Hospital Reports 
Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. We express our joy in the progress reported on the nearing completion 
of additional facilities including space for specialized services. 

3. We express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all who have made 
generous contributions to the construction program at Emanuel. 

4. We note with satisfaction the completion and dedication of the new 
chapel and the plans for further expansion of the chaplaincy department. 

5. We commend the Women’s Auxiliary for endeavoring to raise funds 
to furnish a new pediatric department, and also the “Green Ladies” for their 
voluntary services to the hospital. 

6. We give thanks to God for the services of Mr. Anton E. Hendrickson, 
one of the organizers of Emanuel Hospital, who served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees for thirty years, and who passed away on January 13, 1953. 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN COLLEGE 
PARKLAND, WASHINGTON 


President’s Annual Report for 1953-1954 
By S. C. EASTVOLD 


The sixtieth academic year at Pacific Lutheran College will close with 
Commencement Exercises on Sunday, May 30. The sixtieth anniversary will be 
officially celebrated with appropriate festivities on October 14 to 17, inclusive. 


May I present to you a bird’s-eye view of a few matters that concern 
all friends of the College. 


I. FINANCIAL EXPERIENCES AND NEEDS 


During the year ending July 31, 1953, the total net worth of the College 
was $2,641,844.59, an increase of $156,143.61 over a year ago. This is in con- 
trast with a net value of $284,095.79 on July 31, 1943. The total assets of 
the College as of July 31, 1953 are shown to be $2,815,289.67. Except for the 
fact that we are now setting up one million dollars worth of dormitories on 
the campus, we would be able to completely pay our indebtedness by the end 
of this fiscal year on July 31, 1954. For this we are deeply grateful to Al- 
mighty God and to our co-operating friends who have made this statement 
possible. We have increased our assets, on the average, almost $250,000 per 
year, with no year falling below $150,000 net gain. This means if we can 
continue in this way that in every ten year period we will normally add more 
than one million dollars to the assets of our College. Should this be the case 
during the next ten years, we could very nicely pay the entire indebtedness 
which we will owe to the government after the two new dormitories have 
been constructed at a cost of approximately one million dollars. This loan 
is to be paid in forty years, with an interest rate of slightly more than three 
per cent. The new dormitories will be of the finest fire-proof construction, and 
will house two hundred and fifty students, which will make it possible for 
us to house approximately six hundred students on the campus. We expect 
these dormitories to be ready for use on September 1, 1954. Dedication services 
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will be held in conjunction with the sixtieth anniversary on Sunday, October 
17, at 3:30 p.m. 


In addition to dormitories, we will need to keep in mind that we must 
add a new class-room building to take care of the growing student body. 
The Board of Trustees has resoived that we must have a department of Home 
Economics, as well as a modest hospital on the campus. We should plan and 
pray that this may be possible. We are grateful to those who have included 
us with personal gifts, as well as in their last wills and testaments, thus 
helping us to achieve our goals ahead of schedule. 


Let us be thankful that there are young people in this great western 
country who want to come to a Christian College, thus making such improve- 
ments necessary and good investments. Pacific Lutheran College is happy to 
report that we stand among those who have had the largest percentage of 
gain in student enrollments among colleges in Oregon and Washington. It 
is plainly evident that sticking to a purely Christian program has not hurt 
our enrollment. 


The cost of operating a model Liberal Arts college with pre-professional 
courses has steadily risen so that the budget for 1954-1955 will reach a new 
high in $733,772.40 (this does not include the two new dormitories, $75,000). 
It is very plain to see that with such a budget we operate by faith, since 
we begin each year with a treasury that is practically empty. We thank God 
that we have been able to operate without joining the fifty percent of Liberal 
Arts colleges that have operated in the “red.” This puts us in a preferred 
class among private colleges in America. For this we owe a great deal of 
thanks and appreciation to the three co-operating synods. Standing alone in 
the west as the only Senior Lutheran College in this great area of our country, 
we feel that every dollar that has been given to this College has been well 
spent, and is a good investment for the present and will, increasingly, be good 
as we move into whatever future we will have under God. As I look at the 
student body, varying in numbers from 800 to 1200 students per year, as they 
gather every day in Chapel, I remark to myself and to guest speakers, “In our 
Christian College is to be found the future of our Church leadership, and if 
it isn’t there, there will be none.” 


The Spokane College Assets 


An institution of higher learning was founded at Spokane, Washington 
in 1907, and was known as “Spokane College.” After many years of conse- 
crated service to the youth in the Inland Empire, it was finally closed in 1929. 
This property has been in the hands of the Evangelical Lutheran Church since 
that time, until it was recently sold for $115,000. Adding other assets that 
have been accumulated, there is a total evaluation in the hands of the Board 
of Trustees of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of about $130,000. Special, 
extra-ordinary conventions were called by the Spokane Circuit (February 3, 
1954), and the Inter-Mountain Circuit (February 5, 1954), respectively of 
the E.L.C., to debate the matter of the disposition of these assets, since the 
college was located in that part of the Pacific Lutheran College area, which 
is a part, also, of the Rock-Mountain District of the E.L.C. After long and 
careful discussion, the two circuits unanimously adopted the following motions: 
(1) Moved, seconded, and carried that all the assets of the Spokane College 
property shall be used in the Pacific Northwest. (2) Moved, seconded, and 
carried that it be recommended to the Board of Education and Board of 
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Trustees of the Evangelical Lutheran Church that $75,000 of the assets of 
Spokane College be granted to Pacific Lutheran College, and the remainder 
to be divided between the Coeur d’Alene Homes and the proposed Immanuel 
Sunset Home at Kalispell, Montana. The Board of Trustees of Pacific Lutheran 
College elected Dr. H. L. Foss, Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Pacific 
Lutheran College, Mr. E. A. Morken, representing the two circuits of the 
Rocky Mountain District of the E.L.C. on the Board of Trustees and an 
alumus of Spokane College, and President S. C. Eastvold to present the 
matter to the two circuits, and finally to present it to the Board of Education 
and the Board of Trustees, respectively, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
with the request that the unanimous decision of the circuits involved, plus 
the Pacific District, as well as the petition of the Executive Committee of 
the Northwestern District of the American Lutheran Church, be granted. The 
part of these assets that will be given, we trust, to Pacific Lutheran College 
will be added to the fund that is required by the federal government to guar- 
antee the repayment of the loan in the setting up of the two new dormitories 
on the campus. It is impossible for me to exaggerate the importance of such 
a decision for the College in this strategic hour, nor is it possible to overstate 
the fairness of the appeal on behalf of all of us in the west that this money 
be used in this way. It is our very devout hope and most earnest prayer that 
our appeal will finally balance the decision according to the unanimous request 
of all of our Lutheran people concerned in the west part of our country. The 
Spokane College assets seem to us to be the exact answer to our needs in 
this hour. Since Spokane College has been amalgamated with Pacific Lutheran 
College, it should be easy to see that the natural heir to these assets is the 
only college we have in the west, Pacific Lutheran College. (The Board of 
Education, E.L.C., unanimously approved our appeal on February 19. The 
Board of Trustees, E.L.C., has not acted as of the date of this report, March 1). 


II. THE FACULTY 


Pacific Lutheran College has one of the most able faculties among colleges 
of our kind in the country. Many of our professors have been with us for 
many years, and even decades. However, each year there are some changes; 
and we believe that we have added strength to our teaching staff from year 
to year. Based on the achievement of academic degrees and distinction, we 
are among the very best in the country. We have drawn upon the three co- 
operating synods for our staff, so far as it has been possible. In some cases, 
we have gotten non-Lutheran people on the staff. This year we have confirmed 
into the Lutheran Church three professors and two wives who were of other 
faiths when they came to us. I have personally instructed all non-Lutheran 
faculty people in the basic principles of the Lutheran Church, It has been a 
joy to go with some of them clear to the altar. It seems to me that we have 
seen the Christian College faculty at its best on occasions like that, when, 
almost to a man, they have been present at the altar at the Lord’s Table. 


We are happy to be able to report that we have been able to give increases 
in salary to our faculty and staff from year to year. We have not yet achieved 
the goal of payment that we must reach if we are to be just fair to those 
who entrust their economic present and future to our leadership. I call upon 
the entire Church to unite in praying with us that God’s will may continue 
to endow our faculty with the qualities of love, loyalty, perserverance, faith- 
fulness, and joy in their God-given assignment. 
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WI. THE STUDENT BODY 


The spirit of Evangelism continues to prevail at the College. Some stu- 
dents have been brought out of darkness into light in genuine Christian 
experience. Others have been sanctified in a new understanding of the Christian 
life. During the past ten semester, about 130 young people have been baptized 
and/or confirmed into the Lutheran faith. Because of this emphasis on our 
campus, there have been very few discipline cases which have been of any 
more than minor importance. 

Since Pacific Lutheran College is a co-operative enterprise in which three 
synods have joined, it is interesting to notice the enrollments that come from 
the three co-operating synods together with other Lutherans, as well as non- 
Lutherans, as shown in the following tabulation: 


1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 
ANS Dh Oy reared er eomecneerete Mi 238" 48580) 10255 98) 105) ts) 126 139) 141 
PAU EUS UAE eres We Rey ey Mey Cay Th tea) te Sa} alte 








De Bel Opt reerse tee 125 110 163 275 340 392 411 393 349 423 475 
Other Lutherans...... 22 On One LOR Oe bOme G7 4A 23 Loo 
Non-Lutherans......... 1387 106 230 310 404 437 506 567 489 390 446 

MOGI ES) cote ete 314 287 487 801 1027 1130 1270 1320 1187 1168 1323 


It is interesting to notice that the percentage of Lutherans has again 
risen to its highest point in our history. 


Spiritual Emphasis on the Campus 


It was with fear and trembling that we inaugurated required Chapel 
attendance, with the view to actually putting it into practice. Nothing has 
cheered my heart more, nor has anything been of any more importance to 
our College, than to have this rule agreed to in practice on the campus. Every 
day the total student body with faculty are gathered together at 10 a.m. for 
a spiritual lift in the Chapel exercises. The co-operation has been almost one 
hundred percent. The only known exception we had to that rule in the fall 
semester of this year has written a beautiful letter testifying to the fact 
that he had seen the light and has joined with the rest of the students, with 
penitence and faith. On the other hand, scores of young people who were 
careless before, are now regular in attendance. We praise and thank God 
for this fine co-operation, without which our school would not be what it is 
today. In addition to the Chapel services we have many smaller gatherings 
on and off the campus every day and evening for spiritual worship of God. 

The high point in spiritual emphasis came during the days of February 
7 to 12, inclusive, when Pastor Herbert Loddigs of Concordia congregations, 
Los Angeles, California, was present, and spoke early and late to faculty 
and students. Many testimonies were given to the fact that assurance of 
salvation had come with a new and clearer light into their lives. According 
to any measure that we would use, it was a great week, with great spiritual 


success. 


IV. INTER-SYNODICAL CO-OPERATION 


The co-operation between the three synods involved at this College con- 
tinues to be fine in every way. The Board of Trustees of the College, made 
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up of representatives from these three church bodies, joins me in thanking 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the American Lutheran Church, and the 
Augustana Lutheran Church for having contributed toward the budget, voted 
and paid to the College. 

Beyond the financial support there are other things fully as valuable as 
money. Not least of all are we thankful for the splendid support given by 
pastors and congregations in encouraging the right kind of young people to 
come to take advantage of our offerings. There are about seventy-five young 
men on the campus who are heading for the Christian ministry, and scores 
of others who are entering many vocations with the Christian spirit of service. 

Pacific Lutheran College will likely be more definitely effected by Lu- 
theran unity and proposed mergers than any other educational institution in 
America. We trust and pray that God will guide us in these important matters, 
so that our co-operative efforts may not be hindered or hurt by merger 
problems, but rather that we may be of help and assistance in the general 
work of the Church along these lines. 


V. THE YEARS AHEAD 


We dare to face the future with faith and courage, because as we look 
back we find that our faltering and weak faith has been rewarded far beyond 
our fondest expectations. When we say this, we include the whole field of 
the College life, materially, academically, and spiritually. According to statis- 
tics compiled by the state of Washington and published by the Washington 
state census board in 1953, we are informed that between 1933 and 1965 the 
students in the institutions of the non-tax-supported colleges in Washington 
will have increased by nine hundred per cent. However, Pacific Lutheran 
College draws its students, not only from Washington, but from the great 
territory of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, California, and scatterings from 
other states and countries abroad. The challenge to Christian Higher Educa- 
tion and to our beloved Lutheran Church at this College is tremendous. We 
cannot succeed without the support of the Church throughout the co-operating 
synods. 

Inasmuch as I have finished my tenth year at the College, and am now 
beginning the eleventh year as President, I wish herewith to acknowledge my 
deep and heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the wonderful co-operation that 
has been given to me by the Board of Trustees of the College and by all the 
co-operating synods. Without that kind of co-operation of all concerned, 
together with faculty, students, and staff, it is doubtful that we could have 
had the fine report which we show herewith. 

May I close this brief presentation with the prayer that God will continue 
to bless our united efforts. 

Cordially and humbly yours, 
S. C. EASTVOLD 


President 
Parkland, Washington, March 1, 1954 


Resolutions on the Report of the Pacific Lutheran College 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


BA Pacific Lutheran College be congratulated for having served the Church 
faithfully in bringing Christian education to our youth during the past 60 years. 
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3. We praise the administration of the college for the impressive improve- 
ment of the physical property and for the plans for continued betterment of 
facilities. 

4. The Church recognizes the spiritual training provided for ‘potential 
church leaders by our Christian colleges. We will, therefore, do our utmost 
to prevail upon our youth to attend Pacific Lutheran College. 

5. Since quality of the faculty at Pacific Lutheran College is a matter 
of great interest to us, we express our joy to learn of the high academic stand- 
ing and distinction of the teaching staff. 

6. We note with satisfaction the increase in enrollment of Lutheran stu- 
dents and also that 102 Augustana youth are in attendance this year. 

7. We recognize the contribution of Dr. S. C. Eastvold to the growth and 
development of Pacific Lutheran College during the past 10 years, and invoke 
God’s blessings on him and the school. 


LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Report of the Dean 


On October 10, 1954, the Lutheran Bible Institute will celebrate its tenth 
anniversary. Day-school work began in the fall of 1944 with classes held in 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church (AUG) in Seattle, and that was the head- 
quarters of the school until the spring of 1949. During the last five years we 
have enjoyed the facilities of the new building at 130th and Greenwood. 

The Lutheran Bible Institute is primarily a layman’s school where the 
laity of the church can get an intensive training in the Holy Scriptures. 
Whereas many of the LBI students later enter into specialized work in the 
church as pastors, missionaries and parish workers, the chief function of the 
LBI is to better equip the average lay members to go back home and be a 
better witness for Jesus Christ. During hese ten years over 500 students have 
enrolled in our day school and thousands have attended the evening classes 
in Seattle and other metropolitan areas from Portland to Bellingham. 

Nor can LBI’s influence be measured by that alone. The summer school 
for credit is attracting favorable attention. We receive more invitations for 
Bible conferences than we can possibly accept. The “Psalm of Life” is now 
back on the air, Monday through Friday mornings, over Station KRKL. 
The Pastors’ Week scheduled for August 22-27 will undoubtedly be a spiritual 
retreat for many ministers and their wives. Many in the Pacific Northwest 
are among the 10,000 who in 1953 enrolled in correspondence courses, studying 


the Bible at home by mail. 

Increased interest in the Bible study movement is evident here in the 
Pacific Northwest. Most gratifying is the fact that more and more pastors 
in every synod are wholeheartedly endorsing this program. At the age of 
ten this branch school is ready for more autonomy with attendent responsi- 
bilities. The people are getting under the burden as reflected by increased 


contributions toward the support of this work. At first most gifts came from 


individuals. Then organizations began contributing. During the last two years 
more and more congregations themselves have voted sizeable contributions 
to the advancement of the Institute. 

Whereas the total cost of the building approximated $200,000.00, we have 
jin the last five years paid off about $140,000.00. Indebtedness as of March 1 
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is around $60,000.00. If the friends in the Pacific Northwest will assume this 
obligations, the Minneapolis LBI can plan expansion there, in Teaneck, New 
Jersey and in Los Angeles. The needs are great. 


Whereas we “gave” Pastor Swenson to the Columbia Conference to become 
its president, we thank you all for your good-will, for your support, and for 
your encouragement. The LBI is here to serve Christ and His Church. Make 
the most use of it by urging your laity to enroll as students at the school or 
in the correspondence courses. “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 
Col. 3:16. In the interest of Bible-trained laity, 

E. V. STIME 
Dean 


Resolutions on the Report of the Lutheran Bible Institute 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. We thank God for the continuing advance of the Lutheran Bible In- 
stitute and the blessings that come to our congregations from its program. 

3. We urge our congregations to support the Institute by encouraging 
our people to enroll as students at the school or in the correspondence courses 


and by supporting the work financially. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 
COMMISSION ON PARISH EDUCATION 


To the Rev. S. L. Swenson, President of the Columbia Conference of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church: 


Grace and Peace: 


Two meetings of the Parish Education Commission have been held since 
the last meeting of the Columbia Conference. Both of them were in the lounge 
of the Emanuel Nurses’ Home in Portland. Two other meetings were held 
in connection with Conference activities at which some members of the Com- 
mission were in attendance. The first of these was at Yakima during the 
Columbia Conference Convention, and was attended by the retiring members 
of the commission, the newly elected members, and the district directors. 
At the pastoral conference held at Menucha, Dr. H. Karl Ladwig and Pastor 
John B. Darrah in compliance with the directive of the Commission met with 
the District Directors, as well as presenting the parish education plans to 
the entire assembly of pastors. 

The first regular meeting of the Commissions was August 27, 1953. At 
this meeting the acting officers, Pastor John B. Darrah, chairman, and Mrs. 
Carl E. Samuelson, secretary, were elected to serve as officers for the ensuing 
year. 

Of primary importance the past year was the planning for the visitation 
in the Columbia Conference of three staff members from the Synodical Parish 
Education office in Minneapolis. January was accepted as the time for such 
a visit. After study of governing factors, the Commission agreed upon three 
routes of travel which would permit a staff member to visit nearly every local 
congregation. The request was made that first consideration be given to the 
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outlying and the mission congregations. Scheduling the visits and notifying 
the pastors to arrange for the most profitable use of the staff-members’ time 
was done by the Commission working through the District directors as well 
as by direct contact. 


The three staff members, Miss Ernestine Sanden, Miss Ruth Swanson and 
Miss Hilvie Olson visited the Conference in January. Weather and road condi- 
tions forced cancellation of six meetings. An evaluation of these meetings 
combining the reports of the staff members, some of the district directors, 
and the Parish Education Commission, was the main item of business at the 
meeting of the Commission held on February 13. A summary of this analysis 
should be of interest to the entire Conference, and is continued herewith: 


1. Pastors evidenced a vital interest in parish education which was dis- 
cussed under the following topics: 


(a) The aim and scope of the local Christian Education program. 

(b) The use of curriculum. 

(c) The departmental organization. 

(d) The worship of the Sunday school. 

(e) The arrangement of departments and classes. 

(f) The program of the monthly teachers’ meeting and training 
of future teachers. 

(g) The work with post-confirmation youth. 

(h) The part of the Board of Deacons in the Christian Education 
program. 

2. All congregations are urged to have monthly study and planning 
sessions for the teachers. In addition some areas have quarterly meetings with 
the teachers of other Lutheran congregations in the area. 

3. To meet the problem of securing teachers the Parish Education Com- 
mission recommends to all the congregations of the Conference: 

(a) The use of a Christian service inventory once each year giving 
the adult membership of the congregation opportunity to pledge 
time and talent as teachers. 

(b) Making provision on the inventory to suggest other persons 
should be contacted for teaching — “I suggest the following 
persons for teachers.” 

(c) Provide a training course for all who indicate a willingness to 
teach in preparation for their teaching. 


4, As many of the congregations are not using the filmstrips for teacher 
training, largely because of the prohibitive cost, the Commission deems 
it advisable to make a survey of the visual aids owned or available throughout 
the Conference and if the survey indicates a need, to encourage the establish- 
ment of co-operative film libraries on a district or area basis. 

5. More effective work with confirmands, youth, and adults is a need. 
We are hopeful of assistance in these fields from the intersynodical study now 
being made of the work with confirmands, and the study being made by the 
Augustana Boards of Parish Education and Youth Activities toward further 
co-ordination of the work with youth of the local church schools and the 
Luther League. 

6. “In most congregations the general superintendent of the Sunday 
school needs help to further sense his place in the total Sunday school pro- 
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gram.” Seminars for Sunday school superintendents and other administrators 
of parish education may be a specific need. 

7. January 28-29 a TTT School was held at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Blackfoot, Idaho. In addition to the tree Board of Parish Education 
staff members, Mrs. Carl E. Samuelson, Miss Marlys Backlund, and Pastor 
H. Karl Ladwig served as leaders. About 40 teachers and leaders attended. 

(a) Whereas many teachers could not attend District or Conference 
TTT schools, be it resolved that each local congregation or 
group of congregations conduct their own school in the late 
spring or early fall of 1954, using as faculty or leader’s teachers 
who have already had the TTT training, and making report of 
same to the Conference Parish Education Commission. 

(b) Whereas some areas may not have leaders available, be it 
resolved that the Conference underwrite the transportation cost 
of leaders from other areas as it has done in the past, it being 
understood that all such plans shall be made in consultation 
with the Conference President. 

(ec) Considerable discussion was given to the felt need in future TTT 
schools to offer advanced courses to those who have attended 
previous schools, to vary the method of approach to the problems 
of teaching, and to deal with specific topics such as “working 
with different types of pupils,” “visual aids — types and use,” 
“classroom equipment.” 

8. As a means of strengthening the effectiveness of the Parish Educa- 
tion Commission’s work, the Commission members recommend that the follow- 
ing be considered: 

(a) That the Conference Commission be composed of a representa- 
tive from each district; or 

(b) That the Conference elect only a centrally located small steering 
committee, which would meet once a year with the district 
directors to be elected by the districts; or 

(c) That the district directors (elected by the districts) with the 
Conference President as convener, compose the Conference 
Parish Education Commission. 

Dr. H. Karl Ladwig, Mr. Kenneth Erickson, Mr. Harry Liden, Mrs. Carl 
E. Samuelson and Pastor John B. Darrah are the present members of the 
Commission. Miss Mildred Palmblad declined the election. 

The Commission members express their appreciation to the pastors and 
other parish education leaders for the fine co-operation given in planning 
the visitation program of the past year. Criticism received was interpreted as 
being honest and constructively given and therefore helpful in our common 
task of effective parish education. Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN B. DARRAH 


Resolutions on the Commission on Parish Education Report 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. The Commission be allowed travel expense for transportation of 
leaders for training schools within the budget of the commission. 

3. The Commission be encouraged to assemble needed information 
on visual-aids available within the Conference and Districts, 
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4. We call to the attention of the Department of Parish Education 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church the felt need for an advanced type of 
Teacher Teach Teacher program. 

: 5. We recommend that the Conference elect a three member Commis- 
sion on Parish Education, this plan to go into full effect by 1957 by the election 
of only one member of the Commission each year. 

6. We recommend to the Districts the establishment of District co- 
ordinators to work with the Conference Commission. 


LUTHERAN STUDENT SERVICE COMMISSION 


To the Columbia Conference, Pastor S. L. Swenson, President: 
Grace and Peace! 


The Lutheran Student Service Commission of the Columbia Conference 
met once during the year and that was in connection with the Pastoral Con- 
ference held at Menucha, Corbett, Oregon, October 13, 1953. At this time 
the incumbent chairman and secretary were elected. Reports were given 
regarding Lutheran Student Work throughout the Conference. In order to 
bring to the attention of the Pastors and delegates and constituency of the 
Columbia Conference the ministry to Lutheran Students within the far flung 
area covered by the Columbia Conference, I have asked our new Secretary, 
the Rey. A. Henry Hetland, Western Secretary of the Division of Student 
Service of the National Lutheran Council to give us a report. His report is 
as follows: 

“To the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church: It is 
in order to introduce myself as the new Western Secretary for the Division 
of Student Service of the National Lutheran Council. My office is in Berkeley, 
California, where it has been since this position was established about four 
years ago. I came to this office in July of 1953 from Madison, Wisconsin, 
where I had served as campus pastor at the University of Wisconsin nine 
years. 

“It ig understandable that my attention has been directed primarily 
towards that of acquainting myself not only with the specific responsibilities 
that have now come to me but with the area assigned to the western secretary. 

“British Columbia work is confined to the University of Vancouver where 
the work is under the direction of the Rev. H. C. Satre, contact pastor. Indica- 
tion of interest among these students is seen in the fact that two representa- 
tives were sent to Edmonton, Alberta, as delegates to the Annual Conference 
of the Maple Leaf Region of the ISAA. Students in Vancouver, however, feel 
a sense of remoteness because of the vast distance that separates them from 
other Canadian students. For that reason, some attempt will be made to bring 
about a closer relationship with students in Western Washington. 

“Washington. For administrative purposes our student work in Washing- 
ton is arranged within two Foundations: Western Washington Lutheran 
Student Foundation and the Inland Empire Lutheran Student Foundation. 
Work in Western Washington is under the general supervision of the Rev. 
Albert Dillemuth who came to Seattle in January of 1953 to be the first full- 
time pastor for Seattle and the surrounding territory. He is assisted by Miss 
Ruth Klingensmith, a graduate assistant. All reports indicate that student 
interest has increased. Confidence in Pastor Dillemuth has been expressed by 


82 


many pastors so that it appears beyond question that it was a wise move to 
initiate the full-time service in the Seattle area. 

Replacing Pastor Dillemuth in Pullman, Washington, is the Rev. Karl 
Ufer, who came to his work in August of 1953 from a period of service as 
a military chaplain. He has assumed his responsibilities with eager optimism. 

“Idaho. Work here falls within the responsibility of the Inland Empire 
Lutheran Student Foundation. This newly organized Foundation was prepared 
to engage the services of a graduate assistant to serve in Moscow which is 
a strategic point of concentration, but no qualified worker was available at 
the beginning of the academic year. It is expected that such a worker will 
be placed in Moscow in the fall of 1954. 

“Montana. Plans have been underway during the past several months 
for the organization of a state-wide Lutheran Student Foundation. It is ex- 
pected that the Foundation will take final shape within a few months. In the 
meantime a skeletal structure of the Foundation is in existence for the pur- 
pose of handling the grant-in-aid which comes from the National Lutheran 
Council plus contributions from congregations in the state and from Synodical 
bodies. A graduate assistant, Miss Olga Miller, was placed in Missoula. At 
the University of Montana at Missoula and at the Montana State College in 
Bozeman there are interdenominational arrangements in which Lutherans have 
been urgently requested to co-operate and that will be one of the issues con- 
fronting the Directors of the Foundation when it is completely organized. In 
the meantime there is urgent need for concentrating whatever resources and 
personnel are available, at these schools mentioned above and perhaps also 
in Havre and Billings. 

“Oregon. Points of concentration in this state have been Corvallis and 
Eugene as has been the case for many years. Pastor Edwin Svendsen, Execu- 
tive Director of the Oregon Lutheran Student Foundation, has been giving 
increasing attention, however, to Portland because of the large concentration 
of students in that metropolitan area. With the decision of the state to grant 
the State College in Portland the status of a liberal arts college, it is expected 
that even more attention must be given to Portland. In addition to Pastor 
Svendsen official personnel in Oregon has included a seminary intern in 
Eugene and a graduate assistant in Corvallis. 

“Utah. In this state there are no extra workers. The largest number of 
Lutheran students are to be found in Salt Lake City where the work is 
under the direction of the Rev. Eric N. Hawkins. In this city also there is 
an interdenominational agency set up to work with students. The co-operation 
of Lutherans is urgently requested and directors of that agency have indicated 
a willingness to consider a Lutheran for the position of Director. Because of 
distances involved it has not seemed possible to include Utah in any existing 
or proposed Foundation. But the Division of Student Service will keep in 
close touch with the local pastors. Salt Lake City and Logan are strategic 
areas for Lutheranism in this state. 

“The Division of Student Service ‘exists to assist Foundations, directing 
See congregations, Districts, Synods, and Conferences to provide an 
. pred ne on particular campuses, to co-ordinate, strengthen, and 

ness of our Church in the academic world.’ Emphasis contin- 
ues to be given to preaching, teaching, counselling, calling and recruiting. 
Where student groups are brought into a structural organization, the attempt 
is made to foster in such groups a program of activities which shall give em- 
phasis to worship, study, evangelism, service, and recreation. 
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“Stated otherwise, ‘the basic objective of the Lutheran churches in the field 
of higher education may be expressed as follows: the integration of a person’s 
total academic experience in terms of Christian faith, so that the truth of 
Christ becomes relevant to each discipline, to education as a whole, and to 
every aspect of life. This means that we must so communicate the gospel 
in the college and university that students, faculty members, and adminis- 
trators may be won for Christ and His Church by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and may grow in grace as they live within the community of believers 
and make their witness on the Campus.’ (The above statements which appear 
within quotations are taken from official statements of the Division of Student 
Service of the National Lutheran Council). 


“Finally, grateful appreciation is expressed to the Executives, pastors, 
and congregations of the Columbia Conference for their interest in this signi- 
ficant ministry of our church; and for the assistance that has been given by 
the conference as such through their congregations. Questions, comments, and 
suggestions are always in order. Your new western secretary pledges his 
desire and intention of so guiding student work in this region that it may be 
co-ordinated with the plans and developments of the Lutheran Churches.” 


At the meeting of the Student Service Commission on October 13, 1953, 
the two following resolutions were recommended: 


(1) “In view of the recognition given by the Columbia Conference to the 
Lutheran Student work in the area, and the acceptance of the Commissions 
report, we regret that the Stewardship Committee has found it inadvisable to 
heed the request of the Student Service Commission for an increased alloca- 
tion in 1954.” 

(2) “Whereas this Commission is attempting to allocate funds for Lu- 
theran Student work for the 44 various colleges and universities within the 
boundaries of the Conference, we recommend that the allocation for student 
work be increased to $3,000.00 for 1955.” 

The Commission also recommends to the Board of Trustees the following 
division of funds for 1954-1955. The motivation behind these recommendations 
and distribution of funds is in the light of growing work among the students. 

(a) That the recommendation of division of funds in 1954 be as follows: 


(1) Lutheran Student Foundation of Western Washington... $750.00 
(2) eaicutheran student Moundavion= of (Ores ones eee cen .en reer etnies 700.00 
(8) Lutheran Student Foundation of Inland Empire... cece 220.00 
(4) Lutheran Student Foundation of Montana........................... pe, feet 230.00 
(5) Lutheran Student Work, Idaho State College, Pocatello... 30.00 
(6) Lutheran Student Work, State Agricultural College, Logan............. 20.00 
(7) Lutheran Student Work, University of Utah, Westminster 

College, Salt Lake City.................. Fe ao Ree eee eee re 50.00 


(b) That the recommendation of division of funds in 1955 on the basis 
of a $3,000.00 allocation be made as follows: 





(1) Lutheran Student Foundation of Western Washington... $950.00 
(2) lutheran Student Moundation of Oregons ethernet 900.00 
(3) Lutheran Student Foundation of the Inland Empire. 420.00 
(4) Lutheran Student Foundation of Montana. eee eect 430.00 


(5) That distribution be made to the Lutheran Student Work, Idaho 
State College, Pocatello; Lutheran Student Work, State Agri- 
cultural College, Logan; Lutheran Student Work, University 
of Utah and Westminster College, Salt Lake City, as needed... 200.00 
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We are grateful to God and to the Church for the opportunity to serve. 
Those who served as members of the Commission during the year are as 
follows: 

Rev. J. Hiram Hogberg, W. 410 Park Place, Spokane 17, Washo. 1955 
Rev. Everett Jensen, 435 N. 21st St., Corvallis, Oregon... 

Rev. Eric N. Hawkins, 164 S. 4th East, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Rev. Roderick Johnson, 539 Brooks St., Missoula, Montana... 
Rev. John B. Darrah, 3020 W. McGraw, Seattle 99, Washo... cesses 
Rev. Emil E. Gustafson, 103 S. Van Buren, Moscow, [daho0......cccssssssssessssseesneeses 


The terms of Pastor John Darrah and Pastor Emil Gustafson expire at 
this Conference Meeting. We express our sincere thanks to Pastor Darrah 
for his fine work as Secretary of this Commission. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PASTOR ERIC N. HAWKINS 
Chairman, Student Service Commission 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Salt Lake City, Utah 





Resolutions on the Lutheran Student Service Commission Report 
Resolved, That: 
1. That the report be received. 
2. That we cordially welcome Pastor Henry Hetland to our area and ask 
God’s richest blessings and guidance on His work among’ us. 
3. That the attention of the committee be called to the fact that the pro- 
posed budget for 1955 includes an allocation increase from $2,000 to $2,900. 


REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE HISTORIAN 


To the Columbia Conference, Rev. S. L. Swenson, President: 

Another year has passed which brings the Columbia Conference to the 
respectable age of sixty-one years. Your Historian has received no communi- 
cations of historical import during the year. It is self-evident that the extent 
of the field and the opportunities for American Missions in this field merits 
a full time Conference president as well as Conference Regional Director of 
Missions. 

With thankfulness to God for His manifest blessings, and with a sincere 
prayer for His divine guidance may we all “Life up our eyes and see how the 
fields are already white for harvest.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ek. ARTHUR LARSON 
Conference Historian 


Resolution on the Report of the Conference Historian 


Resolved, That: 
The report be received. 
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SEMINARY APPEAL REPORT 


The Rev. S. L. Swenson, President, Columbia Conference: 

It was a thrill for me and a worthy climax to my special service as 
Columbia Conference Director of the Seminary Appeal to be present on Feb- 
ruary 17th at the cornerstone laying festivities of the new seminary library 
building which is now rapidly building at a cost of about $350,00. On the next 
day the Seminary Board approved the plans and authorized contracts for the 
modernization of the chapel and classroom building at a cost of approximately 
$200,000. At this meeting also the Rev. Martin Carlson, general director of 
the Appeal, announced that the income had reached $500,000 which is $50,000 
beyond the goal. He also submitted the appended report by Conferences, and 
of course I was pleased to see that Columbia was at last over the top with 
105% of its assigned goal realized. The complete report of the Columbia 
Conference by congregations for the last two years is found in the report of 
the Conference Treasurer by agreement with him. 

I have appreciated the opportunity of leading this Appeal for this im- 
portant cause that is now successfully concluded. This responsibility has 
been shared by District Directors who have continued to persevere over a 
two year period. The are the following: Inland Empire, Rev. J. Hiram Hog- 
berg; Inter-Mountain, Rev. Carl E. Samuelson; Montana, Rev. Roderick W. 
Johnson; Mt. Baker, Rey. Gordon W. Loren; Mt. Rainier, Rev. Richard J. 
Bingea; and Portland, Dr. Carl A. V. Lund. May I also express appreciation 
to all Pastors and Boards of Trustees who have co-operated so generously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARL W. SODERGREN 


AUGUSTANA SEMINARY APPEAL 
January 30, 1954 



















Conference Goal *Payment % Paid Balance 
(Galion meen: oe csren $ 19,755.00 $ 18,725.74 95 $1,029.26 
@anadal =e. 3,285.00 6,079.92 185 
Columbia 21,780.00 22,972.48 105 
VUUIDAKONIEE, cate seneeeees ceeeeretecre 103,365.25 141,675.48 ily 
oO Wee eae 285304 ui0 33,879.99 120 
Kansas .... ee eee ee 16,650.00 16,650.00 100 Se 
IW GVGDaVEGROUEEN peoyeneet ae eee eee 115,785.00 115,879.00 TOO eee eee. 
INie Bais cen mentee ene sees 15,255.00 15,255.00 100 Ter ay ae 
ING@ay? LUTON) eshte oe 38,655.00 34,377.82 89 4,277.18 
iNav OM eo nese 39,060.00 35,325.85 90 3,734.15 
Red River Valley ............---- 26,145.00 28,926.84 111 
Superior 16,425.00 16,425.00 100 
SS Cae) MOE ee eres eee -  555385.00 7,153.68 129 

$450,000.00 $493,326.80 _- $9,040.59 
MHSCelAMCOUS cecccctccceccreeccssctiesee 336.25 


$493,663.05 


* (Special Gifts included in this report; except for Texas) 
Aragustama Semira ry cena enwcetetnnere etree phe cnseeeN ra) 
Canadian Seminary. -....--.-- Peete Perea Ser key can Rec ee ee oie 6,433.46 


$493,663.05 
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Resolutions on the Report of the Seminary Appeal 


Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 
2. We express our thanksgiving to God for the attainment of the goal of 


$450,000 for our Seminary and we note with gratitude that our Conference 
met and exceeded its minimum goal. 

3. That our obligation toward this cause will not be fulfilled until all 
congregations have participated according to their ability. 


REPORT OF THE LUTHERAN CO-ORDINATING 
COMMITTEE — 1953 


So then as we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men, and especially 
to those who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10 (RSV) 

When the Lutheran Co-ordinating Committee meets in September 1954, 
it will be four years old. This committee was initiated by a resolution of the 
Columbia Conference at its convention held in Portland in 1950. 

While all major Lutheran groups of the Pacific Northwest have had repre- 
sentation at some meetings, regular representatives have been sent by four 
groups: The Pacific Synod (ULCA) the American Lutheran Church, North- 
western District, the Pacific District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and 
the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church. 

Some modest achievements can be listed. The Co-ordinated Convention 
held in Portland in 1952 was originally suggested by this committee. At least 
one co-operative Youth Leadership School was held as a result of the com- 
mittee’s work. The “‘Western Lutheran” has been selected as the official news 
medium of several regional groups largely through information made avyail- 
able through this committee. More difficult to measure but probably even 
more important, men of various Synodical backgrounds have developed mutual 
confidence and have found certain areas in which greater co-operation is 
possible. 

At a meeting held in St. Stephen’s Church, Gladstone, Oregon, on Septem- 
ber 22, 1953, the recommendation was made that the Brotherhood leaders of 
the various regional groups be asked to convene a free conference of Lutheran 
men to consider the possibility of forming a Federation of Lutheran men. 
This Federation would represent existing intersynodical men’s groups as 
well as the regional Brotherhoods. The purpose of such a Federation might 
be to publicise the Lutheran Church through advertising, newspaper and radio 
publicity, and to sponsor such recreational and youth programs as would 
benefit the youth of the church. This proposal is now being referred to the 
regional Brotherhood presidents. 

On February 9th, 1954, the Lutheran Co-ordinating Committee met at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Longview, Washington. The Committee heard re- 
ports on the work done among students in this area by the Lutheran Student 
Service Commission. Pastor Elmer Johnson of the “Western Lutheran” re- 
ported that if the circulation of that paper would rise from its present 9,000 
to about 13,000, the most pressing financial problem of this unique Lutheran 
publication would be solved. The Committee agreed to publicise this matter 
in the respective regional bodies. 

The Committee has requested Dr. Steinhoff of the Pacifie Synod to place 
before the regional presidents of other groups the proposal of another co- 
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ordinated Lutheran regional convention in 1955. Since Columbia meets before 
other regional groups, action by this body may be decisive on this matter. 
Augustana representatives on this committee urge that the matter of a co- 
ordinated Lutheran convention be considered in selecting a meeting place for 
the Columbia Conference in 1955. 

Dr. Kenneth Swanson moved from the area in August, 1953. He was re- 
placed on the committee by Mr. Fred Johnson who served until the confer- 
ence elects or takes action on future representation at this convention. 

Sincerely, 
NEALE E. NELSON 


Resolutions on the Lutheran Co-Ordinating Committee Report. 

Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. We encourage the work of the Committee toward the formation of 
a Federation of Lutheran men on an intersynodical basis. 

3. While tentative efforts to hold a co-ordinated Lutheran convention 
in 1955 have been unsuccessful, we express our willingness to hold such a 
convention in 1957, and invite other Lutheran groups in the northwest to take 
similar action. 

4, We ask the president of the Conference to carry this information 
to the presidents of other groups before their conventions in 1954. 

5. The members of this committee be elected for a term of two years 
and that two be elected each year. 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION REPORT 


Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church, Rev. S. L. Swenson: 

The response of the Columbia Conference Churches to the Lutheran 
World Action appeal for 1953 is shown in the following tabulation of receipts 
by Districts from January 1 to December 31, 1953: 





Goal Received 
TBI Tite AGINUIDS) ES) VEIT Hy ecg recente eaten eer cea reer ee es yea) 83 alloy! 
ATSUSHI GN ALUN eee ere eet te ee re 1,735.50 1,576.12 
MONTANA .. 2,082.60 1,072.65 
AVES [UNS ES ACIR reece eerie grececn oeeeee pe eee 2,399.80 1,915.55 
FIVE) TURIN ERAN TNT Teg tee ee ee eee 7,541.30 4,310.21 
PORTLAND ......... Sot Oe ect ea ae re Bren 4,150.90 4,015.12 





20,246.20 $ 15,020.69 


Twenty-five congregations of the Conference met or exceeded the 1953 
goal of $1.30 per adult member while twelve made no contribution during 
the year. ' 

While the overall goal for 1954 remains the same as in the preceding 
year the National Lutheran World Council recommends that our congregations, 
of work may be carried on. 
as far as possible, give a ten per cent overage in order that the present level 

Our earnest and prayerful co-operation in this appeal will result in 
blessing to the world and to our Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
OLIVER A. NELSON 
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Resolutions on the Lutheran World Action Report 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. We urge each congregation to voluntarily accept a ten percent increase 
in its quota for 1954 in order that our minimum goal may be realized. 


THE WESTERN LUTHERAN 


General Report by the Editor-Manager 
For the period — January 1, 1953 to December 31, 1953 


To the Columbia Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church, the Rev. 

S. L. Swenson, President: 

It is the duty of the undersigned to present the following report to you 
regarding the affairs of The Western Lutheran, which you sponsor jointly 
with eight other Lutheran Church bodies in the West. 

Two factors are evident in this report: 1. God has blessed the cause 
of The Western Lutheran so that we have made great strides forward. 2. The 
progress made during the past year, great as it has been, is far from sufficient 
to maintain the set-up as voted by the sponsoring bodies. 


CIRCULATION 


We are happy to report that, since we established our full-time office in 
Portland in September, 1952, the circulation has increased from 5,941 to 8,283, 
a gain of 2,342, or 39.4 per cent. For the year ending December 31, 1953, we 
received 7,375 subscriptions, including 2,897 new subscriptions. There are 24 
congregational club subscriptions with a total of 2,722 subscriptions. The 
Columbia Conference has seven such clubs. 

Last spring and also in October, pastors were asked to organize sub- 
scription campaigns in their parishes. Exclusive of the seven clubs, only 21 
of the 54 remaining churches of the Columbia Conference responded with a 
total of 346 subscriptions. Of these 21 churches, only seven sent us the 
minimum number of 20 subscriptions requested. 


In this connection, your Publishing Committee would remind your con- 
ference of the following resolutions adopted at your 1953 convention: 

“We express our joy over the fact that the office of editor-manager 
has been established on a full-time basis. 

“In order that this office may be continued on a full-time basis, we 
urge our congregations to give their wholehearted support to The Western 
Lutheran by increasing the circulation. 

“We recommend to our congregations that they adopt the ‘Congrega- 
tional Club Subscription Plan’ for placing the paper in every home.” 

The activation of these resolutions is exceedingly important to the future 
of The Western Lutheran. 


APPROPRIATIONS 


: In the 12-month period covered by this report, the W. L. received $2,941.78 
in appropriations from its sponsoring bodies. The Publishing Committee is 
very grateful for the appropriation from the Columbia Conference. 
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FINANCES 


Our operating revenue for the year ending August 31, 1952, the last year 
under a part-time set-up, was $8,256. For the year, 19538, the operating revenue 
totalled $13,329, or a gain of $5,073. 


On the other hand, the cost of publishing under the full-time set-up, in- 
cluding full-time salary, office rental and higher printing costs, has increased 
from $9,000 per year to more than $16,000 per year. Therefore, we incurred 
a net loss of $2,968 for 1953. 

The Publishing Committee has repeatedly told its sponsoring bodies, who 
are the actual publishers of The Western Lutheran, that it is imperative to 
receive from 10,000 to 12,000 subscriptions per year. If we had received 10,343 
in 1953 (netting $1.00 each), instead of 7,375 subscriptions, we could have 
shown a balanced operating statement for that year. 

Now your Publishing Committee is faced with the problem of securing 
sufficient revenue to balance the accounts for 1954 and, in addition, to carry 
the burden of the indebtedness incurred in the past. The solution for this 
dilemma is comparatively simple if there is the will on the part of our 
sponsoring bodies to do it. The solution is this: Each congregation of each 
sponsoring body send subscriptions equivalent to 15 per cent of its confirmed 
membership. This is the solution — PROVIDED that it is done with dispatch. 
Each month of delay makes the problem that much greater. Any one of our 
seven major sponsoring bodies could, singlehanded, solve our problem by 
taking a club subscription for its entire constituency (at the rate of 75 cents 
per subscription, or about 37’ cents per confirmed member). What an ex- 
tensive news coverage we would then be obligated to give such an aggressive 
church body! 


CONCLUSION 


As we see it, our church bodies in the West have pioneered a most worth- 
while project in The Western Lutheran. This medium serves, not only our 
intersynodical work in the West, but also as the official church publication 
for each of our nine sponsoring bodies. Perhaps we have over-emphasized the 
intersynodical angle. For the Columbia Conference, we need to stress that The 
Western Lutheran is Your Conference Paper. We want you to use the Western 
Lutheran as such. It is your paper. If the Western Lutheran is to be the 
spokesman for your conference, then it follows that it must have a wide reading 
among the laity of the conference. If it has that (and the other bodies follow 
suit) then our financial struggle of 17 years is over. 

Your Publishing Committee and the editor-manager are willing to serve 
you to the best of their ability, but the sponsoring bodies must supply them 
with the necessary tools — a substantial subscription list and a continuous 
flow of live news articles. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of 
The Western Lutheran Publishing 
Committee 
ELMER M. JOHNSON 
Editor-Manager 
Portland, Oregon 
March 1, 1954 
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Resolutions on the Report of the Western Lutheran 
Publishing Committee 


Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. While we rejoice over the editorial progress that has been made by 
the Western Lutheran under the full-time editor-manager plan, we express 
our concern over the $2,968 deficit incurred over the past year. 

3. We urge our congregations to help meet this crisis either by adopting 
the “congregational club subscription plan,” or by securing as many individual 
subscriptions as possible. 

4. The secretary be instructed to order 2,500 copies of the Columbia Con- 
ference issue of the Western Lutheran for proportionate distribution among 
our congregations. 


REPORT OF THE CHAPEL FUND COMMITTEE 


The Reverend S. L. Swenson, President of the Columbia Conference: 


The Pacific Lutheran College Chapel Fund Committee met and organized 
at Pacific Lutheran College, Parkland, Washington, September 30, 1953. Mem- 
bers present were Pastors Roland Swanson, Oliver Nelson and Theodore 
Palmer. Pastor Nelson having been appointed to take the place of Pastor 
Richard Bingea who had left our Conference. Pastor S. L. Swenson, President 
of the Conference, sat in on our meeting and offered his counsel. 

Pastor Palmer was elected chairman and Pastor Swanson secretary of the 
committee. 

Dr. S. C. Eastvold, President of Pacific Lutheran College, reported that 
the cost of the Cassavant organ was $41,385.40. (The College Board of Trustees 
had previously voted that the money which would come in from the Columbia 
Conference Appeal would be used to pay for the chapel organ). As of Septem- 
ber 30th the Columbia Conference had turned in the sum of $14,351.33 which 
left a balance of $27,034.07. A payment of $11,094.50 will be due November 
11, 1954. The College used the money received from our Conference plus an 
additional $5,345.07 drawn from College sources to make the down payment 
on the organ. 

Pursuant to the continuation of the ingathering it was decided to ask our 
Conference President to gather pertinent information regarding the whole 
cause of Christian Higher Education within our Conference to be made avail- 
able to all pastors and congregations of the Conference. This has been done 
and the resume included the names and addresses of Augustana youth currently 
attending Pacific Lutheran College. 

It was further agreed that each congregation which had not met its quota 
should be confronted with its immediate responsibility through its pastor 
and/or board of administration. If a canvass of the congregation would not be 
possible, the congregation would be asked to put the balance due in the appeal 
in the local parish on the budget for a period of one to five years. 

The committee also felt it advisable to revise the congregational quotas 
on the basis of the 1952 membership and actual cost of the organ, plus a small 
allowance for possible shrinkage — or $2.75 per member. 

Pastor Roland Swanson presented the plans for the continuation of the 
appeal to the Conference pastors at the annual Pastoral Conference held at 
Menucha last October. Members of the committee discussed the appeal in- 
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dividually with the pastors from the respective districts. We came away 
from Menucha encouraged by the feeling that our congregations would come 
through and that we might bring the mechanics of the appeal to a close by 
this Conference Convention. In addition to presenting the appeal at the 
Pastoral Conference, members of the committee have contacted the churches 
within the Conference through mail, meetings with the pastors and some 
church boards. 

Last January your committee, through its chairman, called for a report 
on the progress of the appeal in the local churches and forty churches re- 
ported as follows: 

Salt Lake City, Zion — placed on budget for 5 year period 

Bethany, Warren and First, St. Helens — $5.00 contributed — hope to make 
some contribution next year. 

Central, Yakima, Wash. — placed on budget for 5 year period 

Gethsemane, Seattle — placed on budget for 5 year period 

Trinity, Gresham — completed 

Faith, Redmond, Wash. — placed on budget for 5 year period 

First, Moscow — disposition to be determined 

Sedro Wooley, Wash. — placed on budget for 2 years 

Peace, Seattle — Board refused to place on budget — $62.00 pledged during 
every member canvass 

Messiah, Auburn — placed on budget for 3 years 

Magnolia, Seattle — completed 

Salem, Spokane — placed on budget for 3 years 

Gloria Dei, Olympia — completed 

First Immanuel, Portland — completed 

First, Tacoma — completed 

Idaho Falls — completed 

Bethany, Seattle — placed on budget until paid 

Lake Stevens — unable to meet in 1954 

St. Marks, Spokane — Special offering in 1954 — placed on budget in 1955 

Boise, Idaho — placed on budget for 1954 

Grace, Corvallis — congregation shows no interest in P.L.C. 

Trinity, Astoria — balance of income over expenses toi e@: 

Blackfoot — special offering 

Firth — special offering 

Augustana, Portland — not possible this year 

Grace, Spokane — delay action because of fund raising campaign — obligation 
carried through as soon as possible 

Port Blakely, Wash. — completed 

Bellingham, Wash. — will undertake in future 

Emmaus, Seattle — $100 in 1954, balance in years following 

Lynden, Wash. — will take action following recommendation at Conference 
in Astoria 

Ruston, Wash. — no quota — organized in 1953 

Ogden, Utah — action at later date 

Butte, Mont. — $100 in 1953 — balance on 1954 budget 

Pilgrim, Portland — not in position to do anything further now 

Salem, Mt. Vernon, Washington — balance to be paid in 1954 

Immanuel, Missoula, Mont. — placed on budget in 1955 

Aberdeen, Wash. —$50 per year or as funds are available 

Mt. Carmel, Portland — organized after appeal made 

Faith, Vancouver, B.C. — placed on budget for 5 years 


& 
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It is hoped that other congregations have taken favorable action cane 
has not been reported. If no action has been taken it is hoped, and we tart 
urge, that they do so, that our obligation to our Lutheran College in the 
Pacific Northwest may not go in default. We appreciate keenly the loyal 
support of our pastors and congregations in this worthy enterprise. 
Yours sincerely, 

THEODORE E. PALMER 

Chairman 
March 15, 1954 
Seattle, Washington 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN COLLEGE CHAPEL FUND 


October 1, 1953 
INLAND EMPIRE DISTRICT: 














Congregation Quota Paid Balance 
Moscow idaho; First 222 ece ee ee 583.00 $ 816.388 $ 266.62 
Spokane, Wash., Grace ........... 1,353.00 438.00 915.00 
Spokane, Wash., Salem ................ : 1,828.75 761.28 1,067.47 
Spokane, Wash., St. Marks Gobo eee 695.75 
Troy, :ldsho. Troyes eee 481.25 426.50 54.75 

DISTRICT TOTAL ceccmocsmnen $ 4,941.75 $ 1,942.16 $ 2,999.59 

INTERMOUNTAIN: 

Blackfoot, Idaho, Emanuel on... %. 211.75. $ 16.00 $ 195.75 
Boise, Idaho, Immanuel ................... ae 770.00 407.65 362.35 
Firthy Idaho, \Bethelc. eee - 143.00 45.70 97.30 
Idaho Falls, Idaho, First .......... 456.30 614.36 completed 
Nampa, Idaho, Trinity ............ SSO 0 wie ansen ee 363.00 
Ogden, Utah, Elim) 588.50 588.50 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Zion 1,138.50 1,138.50 

DISTRIGTALO IA | ee ene $ 3,671.25 $ 1,083.71 $ 2,745.40 

MONTANA: 

Anaconda, Montana, Wirst 2. eee $ 250.00 $ 319.25 
Butte, Montana, Emanuel occ a ak eee oe EE 508.75 
Great Falls, Montana, First English... 746.00 354.00 


Helena, Montana, St. Johns.eccccccccc. 100.00 1,176.00 














Missoula, Montana, Immanuel .......................... DO peracaaee 657.25 
DISTRICE: TOTAL)... eee $ 4,111.25 $ 1,096.00 $ 3,015.25 
MT. BAKER: 
Bellingham, Wash. Pee nn Aes $ 607.75 $ 429.00 $ 178.75 
Everett Wash.g°2a0H o:.,. be 706.75 919.30 completed 
Hammond, B. C., St. Paul’s............ LOTT OPY eek Oe 167.75 
Lake Stevens, Wash., Ebenezer 412.50 127.45 285.05 
Lynden, Wash., Clearbrook .............. 280.50 8.35 272.15 
Mt. Vernon, Wash., Salem 1. ae ee 1,320.00 962.40 357.60 
New Westminster, B. C., Immanuel....... Ste PAS imem SCReT Be Ts 387.75 
Sedro Woolley, Wash., Bethlehem __ A48.26 Wii Ue a 448.25 
Vancouver, B. C., Augustana... 550.00 5.00 545.00 
DISTRIGC COTA. 2 eee ee $ 4,881.25 $ 2,451.50 $ 2,642.30 
chee ee DISTRICT: 
erdeen, Wash.,) Trinity... 54. 448,25 
Auburn, Wash., Messiah ....... : 591.25 bial ae. : sola 
Bellevue, Wash., Grace 294.25 50.00 2.44.95 
Hoquiam, Wash., Saron ................ 352.00 61.00 291.00 


Olympia, Wash., Gloria Dei... 1,663.75 1,690.00 completed 
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Congregation Quota Paid Balance 
Porte Blakely Wash mbethiany o...e eee 200.75 224.00 completed 
Redmond, Wash., Faith .................. be PUTATAS © 6% oh ee dtr PART ATS 
Rochester, Wash., St. Marks .. eh 26420 eee cee 264.00 
Seattle, Wash., Bethany ..... a WAS TLT5 438.50 1,049.25 
Seattle, Wash., Emmaus ......... oe 621.50 167.00 454.50 
Seattle, Wash., Gethsemane —...00.00.20.00- .. 2,629.00 800.00 1,829.00 
Seattle, Wash., Luther Memorial a 294.25 110.00 184.25 
Cebu Lem Wits Kiewmely leue Olen teeter nore 882.75 901.00 completed 
Seattle, Wash., Our Redeemer so aan) 46.00 1,065.00 
Calc Grmvyicls em yea Cet eee eee ee eee 594.00 7.95 586.05 
Abeveouaney, NEG, Ibid atell ee ee A eee 426.25 368.50 57.75 
MacomaraWashseeH insti ees 1,966.25 2,553.00 completed 
Waterman, Wash., Elim a 283.25 97.00 186.25 
Yakima, Wash., Central 1,625.25 75.00 db bOLZo 





Feo ipieeette area eare $16,013.25 $ 7,603.95 $ 9,063.80 





DISTRICT TOTAL 
PORTLAND DISTRICT: 


PNGumenaltey, (Oneereouie AMON mancemeemeersr sts eer SiO D Oe Ones © 2b 00M Se Ooee 
Brush Prairie, Wash., Elim mie Pes 50.00 PETES) 
(Col Lon Ores ons COLO lense ae cee 363.00 379.00 completed 
Coos Bay, Oregon, Trinity 341.00 10.00 331.00 
















Corvallis "Orecon, (Graces. (uN OE eset eccere teen e 618.50 
Gresham, Oregon, Trinity 838.75 1,061.00 completed 
iIonays, (Oineyedownis, Wiillosin eee ee eee 148.50 150.00 completed 
North Bends @Onesonis HItst a e-cens eee OE age eee ee 319.75 
Portland, Oregon, Augustana ............... Pees 1,589.50 96.8 1,493.16 
Portland, Oregon, First Immanuel .................. 1,573.00 1,663.00 completed 
Portland, Oregon, Pilgrim oe 393.25 267.00 
Roseburg, Oregon, Eden ........ : OAS, 74.25 
Rosebunes Orecon) blige. plier 398.75 398.75 
St. Helens, Oregon, First ..... oir ae a5 ie Ma bt B21 1b AeA Leas) 
Weneeral, (Oreereroyo, Veal nateniny? (use pee ere 404.25 404.25 

RES ADU BS ROADS OM BLO TARY it Sec ere rote: PES.02 18 Or oust o LOO eo, LOO. oll 

(ERVIN OY LCG MWUAN bey cote she vere ey) ee $42,240.50 $17,968.91 $25,626.25 


Resolutions on the Report of the Committee on the Pacific 


Lutheran College Chapel Fund 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


2. The Conferences recognizes and confesses its failure to have success- 
fully completed its expressed pledge to Pacific Lutheran College, and further 
that the Conference reaffirm its pledge to the Chapel Fund. 

3. We urge each congregation by special communication to assume 
its full responsibility toward the Chapel Fund and authorize the Committee to 
continue its work until the obligation has been completely discharged. 

4. That the revised congregational quotas be included with the Com- 
mittee’s report and printed in the Conference minutes. 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY DIRECTOR OF 
THE COLUMBIA CONFERENCE 


During the first five months of 1953, the Rev. Richard J. Bingea served 
as Conference Publicity Director. He was re-elected at the Conference Meet- 
ing held at Central Lutheran Church, Yakima, Washington. Upon his resigna- 
tion and leaving the Conference, Dr. Carl A. V. Lund and President-elect 
S. L. Swenson appointed the undersigned to serve as Director. 

Monthly reports have been submitted to our two Church papers, the 
“Lutheran Companion” and the “Western Lutheran”. Our Conference is one 
of the most strategie areas of Lutheranism at present and we need therefore to 
let our lights shine to the glory of God, to the inspiration of other Christians, 
and to other Lutheran Churches in and without the area served by the Colum- 
bia Conference. In order to do this effectively, we solicit the co-operation of 
each District to submit news to their District reporters. 


The following have served as reporters this past year: Pastors William 
Peterson, Mt. Baker District; Roderick Johnson, Montana District; Willis F. 
Erickson, Inland Empire District; O. E. Clauson, Portland District; Ernest 
Bergeson, Mt. Ranier District; and the undersigned, Intermountain District. 
The Rey. O. E. Clauson deserves a special word of thanks because of his 
faithful reporting each month to the Publicity Director. 

I would recommend that each District elect a Pastor or a layman 
with journalistic ability, an interest in writing up events that catch the atten- 
tion of our reading public, and one who is regular in reporting. We must 
report to both the Lutheran Companion and the Western Lutheran by the first 
of each month, therefore we would solicit news early enough so that articles can 
reach the offices of Dr. Ryden and Pastor Johnson by the fifth. I would 
recommend that the Conference convey a word of appreciation to the editors 
of the Lutheran Companion and the Western Lutheran. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PASTOR ERIC N. HAWKINS 
Columbia Conference Publicity 
Director 


Resolutions on the Report of the Conference Publicity Director 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


2. We commend the Director and reporters for publicizing the activities 
within our Conference. 


3. We urge each District to elect a layman or pastor with journalistic 
ability to serve as reporter. 


4. Letters of thanks be sent to the editors of the Lutheran Companion 


and the Western Lutheran for the many fine articles covering the Columbia 
Conference and its member congregations. 
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AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS 


COLUMBIA CONFERENCE BROTHERHOOD 
President’s Report 


Dear Pastor Swenson: 


Paul said, “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature be thus minded; and 
if in anything you are otherwise minded, God will reveal that also to you. 
Only let us hold true to what we have attained.”’ — Philippians 3:14-16. 

The task of doing God’s work on earth is ever before us and the Spirit 
is prodding us on to greater accomplishments. 

The Columbia Conference Brotherhood is striving to go on to greater 
goals this year through the support of the Advance For Christ program. 

The Brotherhood membership drive is on to acquaint the men of the 
accomplishments of the collective efforts of men through boy’s work and 
scholarships. 

The Executive Officers are proud of the support the men of Columbia 
have given during 1953 and gifts totaling $150 were presented to church 
institutions in the Conference in appreciation of this support. 

All brotherhood groups show a growing strength with special recognition 
being given to the newly organized brotherhood at Helena, Montana. 

The annual convention held in September of 1953 at Missoula, Montana 
with the theme “Living our Religion” was unique. The entire program, includ- 
ing the guest speakers, were men of the Conference. We believe that this 
local talent gave our Conference great success. 

All of the Executive Officers were re-elected to serve a second term. 
Three of the district representatives were re-elected. Dr. Raymond Fehr is the 
new district representative for Inter-Mountain; Harry Liden will serve in 
Mt. Rainier and Ed. Lagerlund represents Mt. Baker. 

The program for 1954 includes among other things a laymen’s rally 
in connection with the Columbia Conference Convention at Astoria, Oregon 
and for an inspirational Brotherhood Convention at Camp Menucha, Corbett, 
Oregon in October. 

I thank God for His patience and His unfailing support in time of turmoil 
and doubt. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DON C. GRANLUND 
President 


Resolutions on the Report of the Brotherhood of the 
Columbia Conference 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


2. We encourage all men of the churches to actively participate in the 
program of the Brotherhood. 
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CONFERENCE LUTHER LEAGUE 
Report of the President 


To the Columbia Conference and its President, the Rev. S. L. Swenson: 

“We work together in God’s service; you are God’s field to be planted, 
God’s house to be built.” I Cor. 3:9. What a tremendous challenge to each one 
of us is the youth work of our church! 

This past year has been a busy and fruitful one for our Conference. The 
first big event of the year was for most Leagues the Fellowship Service and 
offering. We continue to see a steady growth in the size of the offerings. We 
passed the goal set for our Conference, although we did not have 100% par- 
ticipation by the Leagues. The value of Fellowship services is not only to 
provide means for Synodical and overseas Luther League work — vital though 
this dynamic leadership is to the total youth work — but participation in 
Youth Sunday also serves to strengthen the local league program. It has been 
our observation that these Fellowship services stimulate an interest in Luther 
League work. They acquaint the adult Church membership with the program 
of the League and arouse our congregation’s interest and support in our Church 
of Tomorrow. Simultaneously, our Leaguers are strengthen spiritually as 
they witness to the congregation. 

The Boston Freedom Conference was attended by about 150 Leaguers from 
Columbia. The excellent reports that have come out of the International Lu- 
ther League Convention are an indication of what was accomplished there. 
The inspiration and helpful ideas we received will be bearing fruit in our 
home congregations and, we pray God, on our mission fields, for years to come. 

The second Leadership Training School was held at Pacific Lutheran Col- 
lege in August. It was attended by 65 Leaguers, The schools are designed to 
give the Leaguers practical experience in League work, to develop leadership 
in the entire program of the Church, and, above all, to deepen their spiritual 
lives as they study the Word. Any church that neglects sending at least two 
of its youth to these schools yearly is missing a vital cog in the building of 
their Church of Tomorrow. The next schools are being planned for August 
22-27 at P.L.C., and August 15-20 at Ricks College, Idaho. 

There is no more important phase of the Luther League program than 
that of the Pocket Testament League. If our Christianity is to be vital and 
growing, we must spend time in meditation and prayer. Only in the measure 
that our Leaguers are Bible reading, Bible loving Christians, will our Leagues 
count in the Crusade of Youth for Christ. Our Synodical office has replaced 
the office of P.T.L. Secretary with that of the Devotional Secretary in order 
to broaden the scope of this program. 

Our Conference Board voted to include a missionary project in its 1954 
budget. We pray that this will be the beginning of a vital missionary program 
within our Conference Luther League. 

At our 1953 convention at Corvallis, Oregon, our Conference Luther 
League went on record as recommending to the Columbia Conference the 
formation of a Board of Youth Activities. It is felt that such a board ean do 
much in formulating and co-ordinating all youth work within the Conference. 

It is a privilege to work with the fine group of consecrated Leaguers on 
the Executive Board, and I want to thank them for their co-operation. To 
Pastor Everett J. Jensen, Advisor, a sincere thank you for your enthusiastic 
and valued leadership. To Dr. Wilton E. Bergstrand and Rev. Carl Manfred, 
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Synodical Youth Directors, and to Mr. Gordon Storaasli, President, go our 
thanks and our prayers as they continue to serve Christ through the youth of 
our Church. 

Let us continue to pray and work to the end that the Leagues of our 
Conference will truly count for Christ and His Kingdom! 
“Well then, my beloved brother, hold your ground, immovable; abound 
in work for the Lord at all times, for you may be sure that in the Lord your 
labour is never thrown away.” I Cor. 15:57-58. 


Respectfully submitted, 
RODNEY E. OLSON 
President 


Resolutions on the Report of the Conference Luther League 
Resolved, That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. That we note with interest the new missionary project of the Con- 
ference Luther League and we congratulate the League on its assuming a new 
missionary endeavor. 

3. That a Youth Board be created, the members to be appointed by the 
Board of Trustees of the Conference. 


THE COLUMBIA CONFERENCE WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


To the Columbia Conference, Pastor Swen Swenson, President: 


“Let God Work a Miracle’ within us and through us is the prayer of the 
Women’s Missionary Society and our theme at this 40th Anniversary of our 
organization. It is with grateful hearts to God that we think of our progress 
since the small begining on March 2, 1914, when as a Columbia Conference 
Women’s Missionary Society we organized at the First Lutheran Church, 
Tacoma, Washington. 

Our total gifts that year amount to $33.50, of which $23.50 was 
sent to the Women’s Missionary Society synodical headquarters and 
$10.00 was sent to the Conference Treasurer. 

No meeting was held in 1915—“‘due to the distance to Astoria, Oregon.” 

In 1916 the report shows a membership of 152, and total gifts received 
$193.22. From then until now GOD HAS WORKED A MIRACLE, for we 
have grown in these 40 years from 152 members to 2,542 members; from 
$33.50 in gifts to $26,672.45; from 1 society to 79 societies. It speaks well 
for the women of our conference, because it shows their desire to serve. 
The four Divisions of the Missionary Society continue to function in the 

work of arousing interest in Missions. During my term of office as President 
of the Conference Women’s Missionary Society, I have discovered that the 
more active the missionary societies are in a congregation, the better the 
response is to the local work of the congregation. 

The Women’s Missionary Society at present has 56 societies, the Business 
Women’s Division has 18 societies; the Teen-agers 5 societies, and the Chil- 
dren’s Division has 46 societies. Our goal is at least a Missionary Society and a 
Children’s Society in every church. We are hoping that churches that do not 
have these societies will organize in the near future. 


98 


It is interesting to note that our conference records show that we have 
2,542 members or 28.7% of the total number of confirmed women which is 
8,869. There is much room for growth in the three Divisions, and in our Chil- 
dren’s Division as well. 

The financial reports show a total receipts of $26,672.45 for the year 1953, 
which is an increase of $1,811.55 over 1952. The conference pledge of $2,200 
to American Missions has been paid in full. Two newly organized churches in 
the Columbia Conference have been given a $50.00 gift to be used as they 
desire. Almost $10,000.00 has been given to the various phases of the foreign 
mission program. Our 40th Anniversary Gift which will be given to the Colum- 
bia Conference Home for the Aged is a MIRACLE OF GOD’S LOVE from the 
women of the missionary societies. The amount of this gift will be made known 
at the Mission Festival Program when it will be presented to the Home. 


During 1953—our general President, Mrs. John §S. Benson visited the 
Columbia Conference Convention and shared with us the inspiration of her 
office. Pastor Paul Holmer, Missionary to Africa, toured our conference last 
spring, speaking at 57 churches, and covering 8,300 miles on his tour. 

Our conference protege, Miss Inez Olson (teacher in the Ruruma School 
for Girls, Tanganyika Territory, East Africa), is being taken care of finan- 
cially, as the Conference Women’s Missionary Society pays her salary, insur- 
ance, and pension and aid, in 1953 to the amount of $1,625.13. 

We are fortunate in having in our conference two retired missionaries— 
Dr. Betty Nilsson and Miss Anna Olson. They are willing and ready to speak 
for and share their missionary experiences whenever called unon. 

Our prayer for the coming year is that in this ADVANCE FOR CHRIST 
year, as well as in the years to come, we as a Women’s Missionary Society, 
an auxiliary of the church, may grow in service, in sharing, and in giving, 
to the furtherance of the work of His Kingdom. 

We appreciate the fine coopertaion of most Pastors throughout the confer- 
ence in furthering the work of our Missionary Society. As I close my term of 
office as Conference President of the Women’s Missionary Society, I would 
express my personal thanks to Dr. Carl A. V. Lund, and Pastor Swen Swenson 
for their help and guidance. : 

There is much work for all of us to do. May we continue to work together— 
church and missionary society, for the extension of our Lord’s Kingdom and 
the realization of His command “to make disciples of all nations.” 


Respectfully yours, 


MRS. RALPH 8S. JOHNSON 
President, Columbia Conference 
Women’s Missionary Society 


Resolutions on the Report of the Women’s Missionary Society 
Resolved, That: 
1. The report be received. 


2. The Conference express its sincere appreciation and gratitude to the 
Women’s Missionary Society for its faithful and zealous program of mission- 
ary education and giving among the women of our Church. 
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PETITION FOR ADMISSION TO THE CONFERENCE 


A petition was received from the Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Bellingham, Washington for admission to the Columbia Conference. The con- 
gregation was organized on March 24, 1954 as the result of a merger of the 


First Lutheran Church of Bellingham (Augustana) and the St. Mark’s Luth- 
eran Church of Bellingham (U.L.C.A.) 


Resolution on Petition for Admission to the Conference 
Resolved, That: 
The petition be granted and that Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Bellingham, Washington be cordially weleomed into the fellowship of the 
Columbia Conference. We thank God for the organization of this congregation, 


recognizing this action as an evidence of the spirit of Lutheran intersynodical 
cooperation. 


PETITION FROM THE INTERMOUNTAIN DISTRICT 


The Intermountain District hereby requests that all elections of the Con- 
ference officers at this convention be by nominating ballot. 


Resolution on the Petition from the Intermountain District 


Resolved, That: 

1. The election of Conference officers at this convention shall be by 
nominating ballot. 

2. Election of Conference officers by nominating ballot shall be the auth- 
orized election procedure at all future conventions. 


PETITION FROM THE MOUNT RAINIER DISTRICT 


WHEREAS the polity of the Washington Council of Churches of Christ 
of the United States of America and the local Council of Churches of Christ 
with respect to membership is in disagreement with the polity of all Lutheran 
Churches, and, 

WHEREAS the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church has spoken con- 
firming its belief in the necessity of membership according to church bodies 
(cf. page 54, Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church, Report of the 94th 
Synod, 1953) and, 

WHEREAS the President of the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
has pointed out certain definite weaknesses in the Constitutions of the Councils 
in question: 


BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. That it is the sense of the Mt. Ranier District of the Columbia Con- 
ference of the Augustana Lutheran Church that member pastors and congre- 
gations as such should not hold membership in said councils. 

2. That copies of this resolution be sent to state and local councils in 
question. 

3. That we request said councils to refrain from claiming to represent 
the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church in their public statements. 

4. That the Mt. Ranier District ask the Columbia Conference to study 
the matter of ecumenical relations in view of the action of the District. 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Mt. Ranier District memoralize the Columbia 
Conference to procure a President’s cross to be worn on official occasions. 
EARL SAKRISON 
Secretary, Mt. Rainer District 


Resolutions on the Petition from the Mount Rainier District 


Resolved, That: 

1. The matter of the Conference’s ecumenical relations be referred to the 
Board of Trustees of the Conference. 

2. The Columbia Conference procure a President’s Cross to be worn by 
our Conference President on official occasions and at his discretion. 

3. The Board of Trustees be authorized to procure the cross. 


INVITATIONS 
March 10, 1954 


Pastor Roland H. Swanson 
1604 W. Yakima Avenue 

Yakima, Washington 

Dear Pastor Swanson: 

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Seattle, Wash., herewith extends an 
invitation to the Columbia Conference to hold its Annual Convention here for 
the year of 1955. 

We sincerely hope that the Conference will find it possible to accept this 
invitation. 

Respectfully yours, 
LOWELL L. BERNARD, Pastor 


Rev. Roland H. Swanson, Secretary Columbia Conference of Augustana Lu- 
theran Church, 1604 West Yakima Avenue, Yakima, Washington. 


Dear Reverend Swanson: 


The congregation of the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, Washing- 
ton, at its annual meeting on January 14, 1954, passed a resolution that an 
invitation be extended to the Columbia Conference to hold its annual meet- 
ing in 1955 at Olympia, Washington. 

During the year 1955, our congregation is celebrating its fiftieth anni- 
versary and, as part of our anniversary-year program, we would like to be 
host to the Columbia Conference. The Columbia Conference has never met 
in Olympia and, considering the fact that our congregation has become one of 
the larger congregations in the Columbia Conference, we feel that we should 
not only have the pleasure of being host to the Conference, but also feel that 
we have an obligation to extend such an invitation. 

We shall appreciate, therefore, if you will present this invitation to the 
Columbia Conference at its annual meeting at Astoria, Oregon, in April 1954. 

Yours sincerely, 
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH 
By F. E. Edlund, Secretary 
P. O. Box 232 
Olympia, Washington 
ec—Rev. S. L. Swenson, President 
Columbia Conference Augustana Lutheran Church, 12521 Fremont Avenue, 
Seattle 33, Washington. 
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Resolved, That: 


We accept the invitation of the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church of Olympia 
Washington. 


COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, President, Columbia Conference 

The Committee on Excuses presents the following report: 

Excuse was granted for absence from the entire Convention to Pastor 
Carl E. Rydell, First, Tacoma. 

Excuses were granted for absences from a portion of the Convention to 
Mrs, Alfred Johnson, Emmaus, Seattle; Pastor Theodore Palmer, Gethsemane, 
Seattle; Pastor H. George Randolph, Emanuel Hospital, Portland; Mr. R. T. 
Reep, Salem, Mount Vernon; Pastor Eric Hawkins, Zion, Salt Lake City; 
Pastor Robert Collick, Holy Trinity Mission, Salt Lake City. 

Excuses were not granted for absence from the entire Convention to Pastor 
H. C. Alden, Troy, Idaho; and Pastor Enoch Sandeen, First, North Bend, 
Oregon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
O. E. CLAUSON, Chairman 
CARL E. SAMUELSON, Secretary 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS 


Resolved, That: 

The Committee on Resolutions of Thanks presented its report, which was 
received and adopted by the Convention as follows: 

1. We express thanks to Almighty God for the advance shown in the 
work of the Kingdom within the borders of the Columbia Conference and for 
the unity of purpose evidenced by the representatives at this Convention. 

2. We extend thanks to the members of Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Astoria, to Pastor and Mrs. Roy Ryden and to all who helped make this Con- 
vention an unforgettable experience. 

3. We extend thanks to the Columbia Hospital and in particular its ad- 
ministrator, Mr. Gordon Storaasli, for the help and direction given to make 
our stay in Astoria enjoyable. 

4, We extend thanks to the Grace Episcopal Church and her pastor, the 
Rev. V. L. Livingston, for their hospitality in providing a meeting place for 
our sessions. 

5. We express our appreciation to the Astoria Budget and its editor, Mr. 
Fred Andrews, for the excellent coverage given this Convention in the local 
press. 

6. We express thanks by rising to the officers and trustees of this Con- 
ference, as well as to our honored president, for the efficient and capable way 
in which this Convention has been organized and directed. 


MINUTES 


Resolved, That: 
1. The Board of Trustees be instructed to conduct any unfinished business 


of this Convention. 
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2. The Board of Trustees be instructed to audit the minutes of the closing 
business session of this Convention. 

3. The secretary be instructed to order 1500 printed copies of the minutes 
of this Convention for distribution proportionately among the congregations 
of the Conference. 


FARES 
The Fares Committee reported that the fares of this Convention totalled 
$2,081.60. 


Resolved, That: 
Inasmuch as the fares of this Convention exceeded the budget allowance, 
the matter be referred to the Stewardship Committee for necessary action. 


ADJOURNMENT 


The Conference adjourned its session, sine die, at 10:30 a.m. The chaplain 
for the session, Pastor Earl Wall, closed the convention business sessions with 
prayer. A service of Holy Communion fittingly climaxed the 62nd annual Con- 
vention of the Columbia Conference. 


CONVENTION PROGRAM 
Convention Theme: 
“That They May See the Light.”—Luke 8:16 


TUESDAY, APRIL TWENTY-SEVENTH 
9:30 a.m.—Columbia Conference Board of Trustees, Meeting at Columbia 
Hospital 
12:00 Noon—Luncheon, Trinity Church Parlors 
2:30 p.m.—Pastoral Conference, Grace Episcopal Church, one-half block west 
Leader—Pastor John Darrah 
Devotions—Pastor Oscar Rolander 
Address—“‘BiblicalaPredching’? q.e ee ee eee Dr. Erie Wahlstrom 
3:45 p.m.—Business meeting of Ministerium 
2:30 p.m.—Conference for Laymen and Laywomen, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Leader—Mr. Gordon Storaasli 
Devotions—Mr. Don Granlund 
Address—Mr. Sam Edwins 
Address—Mr. Tom Myklebust 
3:45 p.m.—Consideration of Conference A emdar.icccccccccccccccccccecccen Mr. Don Larson 
Dinner Hour—First Serving 5:30, Second Serving 6:00 
7:30 p.m.—Opening Convention Service 


Organ Preparations,—2 “Lergpoa ee ee Handel 
Miss Ethel Wicks, Organist 

Processional Hymn—“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”’........0.0.......... No. 153 

Latureica) Service 2.25. tee eee Pastor Rudolph Johnson, Liturgist 

Epistle Lessoti. 2) oe he, 5 os oe ee Hebrews 12:1-3 

Gradual Hymn—“Hark! the Voice of Jesus Graney SN ULES goths Pea ae ees No. 80 

Gospel Ti@pe01<qicscacs nates eget hte a ae es Matthew 5:13-16 


Confession of Faith 
Anthem—“Create in Me a Clean Heart, 0 God? occcccccccccsctomunsccseceeeeeeccccoc.. Mueller 
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Pulpit Hymn—“Arise, O God, and Shine” 


Caan Re eee et ere ne ee No. 70 

The Sermon—“That They May See the eee ee ee seed Pastor S. L. Swenson 
President, Columbia Conference, Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
pCO Se aw Linn Sra very eke ie he hgh ee Henschel 
Mrs. Clitord Johnson 

NDT a TS: Re, aCe re on ee a ae ae ae a Pastor Roy W. Ryden 
Offertory—“Contemplation” From Ones aby ity’ oo) esas. cnancnee eet Gaul 
Closing Hymn—“O Saviour, Bless Us Ere We Go”... a Parsee NOUS ON: 
Organ Gonclusiona—“Joyous BOStUde arn atase te ie Bere ee abe oe Mallard 


9:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hour—Arranged by the men of Trinity—Church parlors 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL TWENTY-EIGHTH 
8:30 a.m.—Bible Study, Ephesians—“God Elects”... .Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 
9:30 a.m.—First Business Session, Grace Episcopal Church 


1:30 p.m.—Memorial Service 
Memorial Sermon ................ Reve Se Re ara ete 2. Wem Srl Dr. Carl A. V. Lund 


2:15 p.m.—Second Pocest Session 


7:00 p.m.—Convention Banquet, Hotel Gearhart 
Guest Speaker, Mr. Sam Edwins 


THURSDAY, APRIL TWENTY-NINTH 
8:30 a.m.—Bible Study, Ephesians—‘“God’s Elect’’... sais Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 
9:30 a.m.—Third Business Session 
2:00 p.m.—Fourth Business Session 
7:30 p.m.—Missionary Festival 


FRIDAY, APRIL THIRTIETH 
9:00 a.m.—Fifth Business Session 
10:45 a.m.—Convention Communion Service 


Organ Preparations—‘“‘Consider and Hear Me’”’................. Pee een ocean Pfleuger 
Miss Ethel Wicks, Organist 

Hymn of Preparation—“Behold, by Sovereign Grace Alone”. No, 444 

Communion Address—“The Fellowship of the Saints”... Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 


Confession of Sins—Page in Hymnal: Large 615; Small 622 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Celebrant—Pastor Earl Sakrison 

Assistants—Pastor Hiram Hogberg, Pastor Everett Jensen and Pastor William 
Petersen 

Hymns (During Communion)—235, 237, 239, 247 

Organ Conclusions—“Glory Be to God”............. [aes AE aes rete eee eed ofa Kelol 
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“Let God Work a Miracle” 


OURSELVES 
OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 
OTHERS 
{ for OUR PERSONAL LIVES 
OUR CHURCH 


ANNIVERSARY 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
COLUMBIA CONFERENCE OF THE 
AUGUSTANA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
April 27-30, 1954 


“And Isaiah said, This sign shalt Thou have of the Lord, that the Lord 
will do the things that He has spoken.” — II King 20:9 





MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY’S 40TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The Columbia Conference Women’s Missionary Society convened April 
27-30, 1954 at the Trinity Lutheran Church, Astoria, Oregon, for its 40th 
annual convention. An Executive Board meeting was held at 1:30 p.m. At 2:30 
p-m. a meeting for Laymen and Laywomen was held at which Mr. Sam Edwins 
and Mr. Tom Miklebust spoke. The opening convention service was on Tuesday 
evening, April 27, 7:30 p.m., Pastor S. L. Swenson delivering the sermon on 
the subject “That They May See the Light.” Dr. Eric Wahistrom conducted 
Bible study on the Epistle to the Ephesians on Wednesday and Thursday 
morning's. 

Mrs. Ralph Johnson, Conference Women’s Missionary Society President, 
declared the 40th annual Conference convention open “In the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” The Women’s Missionary Society convention 
guest, Pastor Elder Jackson, missionary to Africa, was weleomed and intro- 
duced, 

At the first business session, Wednesday, April 28, 9:30 a.m., the reports 
of the following were given: President’s, Treasurer’s, Auditor’s, Statistician’s, 
Historian’s, Business Women’s, Teen-agers’, and Children’s. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT—YEAR 1953 
To the members of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Columbia Con- 
ference assembled for their 40th annual convention. 
“It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those 
who heard him, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various 


miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His own 
will.” — Heb. 2:3, 4. 
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“YOU ARE THERE” This is the title of one of the currently fascinating 
television programs, It presents events of the recent or remote historical past 
with such graphic authenticity that one feels like an eye witness to the 
original occurrance. On our 40th Anniversary may we turn our thoughts and 
imaginations back over the years, and thank God for the many MIRACLES 
expressed in the historical development of our Columbia Conference Women’s 
Missionary Society. 

We are meeting at the First Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Washington. Here 
a group of women, under the direction of Mrs. C. R. Swanson of Seattle, met 
on March 2, 1914, to organize a larger group activity, namely the Columbia 
Conference Women’s Missionary Society. This was the beginning. There were 
just a few women ‘present. The day was spent in planning the work of the 
Conference, and in the election of officers. We thank God for these pioneers. 
On that occasion officers elected were: President, Mrs. C. R. Swanson; Vice- 
president, Mrs. G. A. Anderson; Recording Secretary, Mrs. A. M. Green; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Mrs. H. E. Sandstedt; Treasurer, Mrs. O. R. Karlstrom. 
Because the only Society in the Conference at that time was the First Lutheran 
Church, Tacoma, Washington, a total of $33.50 was collected for that year. 
$23.50 was sent to the synodical Women’s Missionary Treasury and $10.00 was 
sent to the Conference Church treasury. In 1915 the Conference met in Astoria 
but “due to the long distance no Women’s Missionary Society meeting was held 
at that time.’’ At the meeting in 1916 four societies were reported with a mem- 
bership of 152, 13 life members, and 20 subscribers to Mission Tidings. The 
financial report at this meeting showed that $192.22 was sent to the synodical 
Women’s Missionary Society Treasury. From then until now — GOD HAS 
WORKED A MIRACLE — for we have grown in these forty years from 152 
members to 2,542 members—from $33.50 in gifts to $26,672.45; from one 
society in 1914 to 56 societies in 1954. LET US PRAISE AND THANK GOD 
FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE MERCY AND GOODNESS TO US — Women 
of the Columbia Conference! 


OBJECT 
If we are Christ’s and are willing to obey His commandment “GO YE 
INTO ALL THE WORLD” His promised MIRACLES will take place through 
us. That the full extent of His promise has not yet been reached is manifested 
in the fact that too many have failed to make the best use of the object of our 
Society — “Every woman and every child winning someone else.” 


ORGANIZATION 
We welcome with joy the following new societies organized the past year: 
1—-Women’s Missionary Society—First Lutheran Church, North Bend, Ore. 
4—Business Women’s Society — First Immanuel, Portland, Oregon; St. 
Marks, Spokane, Washington; St. Johns, Helena, Montana; Emanuel, 
Butte, Montana 
4—Children’s Division—Grace, Bellevue, Washington; Faith, Redmond, 
Washington; Colton, Colton, Oregon; Emanuel, Butte, Montana 


Our total organizations in 1953 were: 


Women’s Missionary Division ......... we sshioeies cig D6 ee 
ean: ‘ 
Business Women’s Division Reet Sanne aa’ avi 
ivisi ene ocieties 

Teen-A ge DivislOn ececceccenrececc Pe Sar: Lae tis soc 


: ae Oe 46) societies 
Children’s Division ccccccecrecccssecaneumnnmnanienmninnsnt 
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We report with regret that two societies have discontinued: 

Business Women’s Division, Clearbrook, Washington 

Children’s Division, Coos Bay, Oregon 

Two societies are delinquent: Teen-agers, Magnolia, Seattle, Washington; 
Children’s, Central, Yakima, Washington. 

Our hope and prayer is that these will again become active in the service 
of our Conference and in the work of the Kingdom of God. 


MEMBERSHIP 


In the Book of Habakkuk (1:5) we read these words: “Look among you— 
and find, for I am doing a work in your days.’ Our Conference records indicate 
that there are 8,869 confirmed women members in our Conference. Our Statis- 
tician’s report shows that we have only 2,542 members in our Missionary 
Society. WHERE ARE THE 6,327: My tasks as President for the past years 
have brought home to me the firm conviction that every man and woman that 
have names on the church records MUST BE A MISSIONARY! The insistent 
command of our Lord is “GO AND MAKE.” Our Synodical primary program 
for this year is “STRENGTHEN OUR MEMBERSHIP.” Why not let “GOD 
WORK A MIRACLE” in your church? Doesn’t it shock you to know that in 
the Columbia Conference only 28.7% of our women actually acknowledge their 
missionary mindedness by belonging to the Missionary Society. Many of the 
women on the Conference Church rolls may be mission-minded, but do not 
show active participation in any missionary society. God tells us to “LOOK 
AMONG YOU AND FIND.” Find what? Find women in our local churches 
that should be enrolled, activated, and sharing in our missionary program. 
Too often much of our spiritual emphasis is confined to local Ladies Aids or 
to the work of the local church, when our vision should be broadened to carry 
the Gospel message “to the uttermost parts of the world.” While we have 
grown in these 40 years from 153 members to 2,542—there is still much harvest 
material available. What we could have been as a Conference Missionary 
Society is like the story from our African Mission fields. A missionary was 
asked by an African, “How many years ago was it since Jesus was born?” The 
missionary replied, “About 2000 years ago.” The African Christian then asked, 
“Where have you been all these years? Why haven’t you been here sooner?” 
Will this same question be asked of us someday because we fail to Strengthen 
Our Membership in winning someone for Christ each year? 


DIVISIONS 


WOMEN’S We are grateful for the many women in this group who 
faithfully through the years “declare their faith in God, 
and God bore witness to various miracles” through 
them. They have been inspired, and continue to inspire 
others. They have been taught to seek to teach others. 
Their vision has been raised and they continue to seek 
to carry out that vision by allowing God to work 
MIRACLES through the growing strength of our Co- 
lumbia Conference. 

BUSINESS WOMEN During the years the Business Women’s Division has 
shown fluctuating action—some years seeming to take 
on new life, and make use of its wonderful potential 
powers, and then in other years lose interest and mo- 
mentum. We are happy to note that an up-turn in activ- 
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ity now seems to be in evidence and we pray that the 
Holy Spirit may continue to inspire other groups of our 
young Mothers and Business Women to join the parade. 
Churches having such an organization in addition to a 
Women’s Missionary Society show that local activity 
does not lessen, but rather increases by such participa- 
tion. 

TEEN-AGERS Due to the ever increasing pull of our young people— 
this is one of the most difficult of organizations. On the 
other hand it is one of the most fertile fields available 
for the development of missionary interest and activity. 
We need more faithful mothers who would give of their 
time and talents to direct the Teenage program. “LET 
GOD WORK A MIRACLE HERE!” We are happy to 
note that the Office of the Luther League is cooperating 
in promoting Luther League Missionary Societies to 
interest boys as well as girls in this work. 

CHILDREN’S While we confess that it is God that must work the 
MIRACLE—He has commanded us to sow the seed, and 
He will take care of the increase. Children’s Missionary 
Societies can be the nursery wherein the seed is planted. 
Here they receive their first missionary interest and 
learn the meaning of sharing with others. There are ten 
(10) Women’s Missionary Societies in our conference 
whom we note are not sponsoring a Children’s Division. 
We pray that during the coming year this responsibility 
will be assumed. 


AMERICAN MISSIONS 

“YOU ARE THERE!” — and letting God work a MIRACLE in the great 
work of the American Missions department of our Augustana Lutheran 
Church, as new churches are being established throughout the United States 
and Canada. Your dollar that has been pledged to American Missions through 
the Women’s Missionary Society presents itself in the stones of the new 
church, and says, “I AM HERE” because someone loved the Lord Jesus Christ 
enough to share in His Kingdom’s work. Our pledge to American Mission for 
1953 was $2,200.00. Our pledge for 1954 is $2,300.00. We need the help of 
every member to reach this goal. Let us pray for our new churches and the 
work of our American Missions department. We think especially this year of 
the “ADVANCE FOR CHRIST” program and the gifts which will make pos- 
sible new churches for worship and service. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 
“YOU ARE THERE!” — as we think of all the activity involved in our 
Foreign Mission Program. We thank and praise God for all the sacrifices that 
are represented by this program to spread the gospel to all the corners of 
the world. During the year our conference Women’s Missionary Society has 
contributed a little less than $10,000.00 to the work of Foreign Missions. May 
the years ahead see not only an increased response but the fruits of our labors. 


OUR MISSIONARY PROTEGE 
“YOU ARE THERE!” — in Tanganyika Territory, British East Africa, 


as you share in supporting Miss Inez Olson, our Columbia Conference Mis- 
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sionary. We know that God is working MIRACLES through her as she serves 
Him. She sends her personal greetings to us as follows: “May the Lord richly 
bless your meeting this year, and I pray the Lord that He will guide you and 
all your co-workers in the preparation for this convention. Please express my 
thanks to all the societies for their financial support. I appreciate all the boxes 
which have been sent to me to the Ruruma Girls School.” 

As you give your gift this year, add a special prayer for your Conference 
Protege. 

SOCIAL MISSIONS 

A rapidly growing department of our Women’s Missionary Society is the 
Inner Mission Work within our own conference as well as that within our 
Augustana Lutheran Church. Here again each one of us are on the spot of 
activity as we support such work as Immanuel Deaconess Hospital, Bethphage, 
Old Folk’s Homes, Lutheran Bible Institute, Welfare Societies, Children’s 
Camps, Lutheran Student Service, and Bible Camps. This department will re- 
ceive greater emphasis and activity in the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society program next year. 


40TH ANNIVERSARY GIFT 


At its convention last year the Columbia Conference Women’s Missionary 
Society voted to make a substantial gift to the Columbia Conference Home for 
the Aged in Seattle; as a 40th Anniversary Thankoffering, to God for the many 
MIRACLES He has bestowed upon your Church and Conference. It is with 
grateful hearts that we report that to date $3,538.53 has been received. Why 
is it that when out of the ordinary sums are mentioned we become skeptical 
as to whether we shall make such a goal or not? Don’t we have faith enough 
that God will work MIRACLES in us and through us if we only give Him an 
opportunity ? How many times must He continue to show us that when we ex- 
pect “great things from God” we shall receive great things from God. A sincere 
expression of “Thank You” to all societies and members for making this gift 
possible. May it continually remind us of God’s goodness and eternal loving 
kindness to us. 


EMANUEL HOSPITAL SCHOLARSHIP : 

“YOU ARE THERE!” — as your society’s gift goes to help one or more 
girls attain their desire to become a Christian nurse. Each society’s gift of 
$7.00 adds to this scholarship fund. Here is a wide field for Christian witness- 
ing. We can encourage many young women from our churches to enter into 
this field of service through the means of this scholarship. 

DEACONESS INSTITUTE—HOME FOR RETIRED DEACONESSES 

“YOU ARE THERE!” — as Immanuel Deaconess Institute erects its home 
for retired Deaconesses. Our Columbia Conference share of $1,800.00 was over- 
subscribed by $321.38, as we have turned over a gift of $2,121.38. God’s prom- 
ises have a way of proving themselves fulfilled. 


MISSION TIDINGS 

For many years the goal of the Women’s Missionary Society has been that 
every missionary member be a subscriber to Mission Tidings. This is the 
official magazine of our society which gives general information needed for 
planning and developing the work of your local society. We note with sorrow 
a considerable loss in subscriptions this year. According to the Secretary’s 
report our Conference shows a loss of 151 subscriptions plus (one district not 
reporting). 
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IN MEMORIAMS 


We would pause in thankful memory for faithful members who have been 
called by God to a greater reward that of sharing eternal life with Him in 
glory. 32 W.M.S. members, and 1 B.W.M.S. member have received their final 
summons to a higher service in the Kingdom. Let it remind us also to be 
ready for that eternal call. 


FINANCES 

From a total year’s receipts of $33.50 forty years ago, our conference 
has grown in its concept of giving to $26,672.45 this past year. This is a total 
increase of $1,811.55 over 1952. It is interesting to note that the increase for 
1952 over 1951 was $1,841.37. It has certainly been true as one goes back over 
the years that continually increasing the vision of the need seems to make 
more concentrated effort result in more funds with which to work. In the past 
God has proved He can work MIRACLES. May we allow Him to continue to do 
so. My sincere thanks is expressed to every member, to all local Treasurers, 
district Treasurers, and to Mrs. Hazel Skog, our Conference Treasurer, for 
faithful and well-done service rendered to the Lord. 


TRAVEL 


Your President has enjoyed many worthwhile and interesting visits among 
the Districts and local churches in the Conference. The fellowship in service, 
the sharing of ideas, add to the store of memories which I shall cherish for 
many, many years. 


EXHIBITS—POSTER—INDUSTRIAL—LITERATURE 


We hope that each one will take time to visit and examine the material 
in each of these exhibits. Our poster work has been done by the Luther 
Leaguers who are encouraged by the Women’s Missionary Society in this type 
of endeavor by two awards: a week’s registration at a Bible Camp, and a gift 
of a new Standard Revised Version Bible. 

The Industrial exhibit has been made possible by the folks at Emmanuel 
Deaconess Institute. Encourage them by your purchases. 

The Literature display is under the auspices of the synodical Women’s 
Missionary Society and is provided for increasing our interest in Missions. 


OUR WORK 
There are many departments and interest manifested in the various phases 
of our missionary work. We should continually check the conference Informa- 
tional Booklet as well as the Mission Tidings magazine not only to see how 
much and how far our work progresses but also to be reminded that certain 
Conference goals are to be met. The following are musts: 


AMERICAN For 1953, $2,200.00 was pledged and paid. This means 

MISSIONS that each member should have contributed at least $1.00. 
A new recommendation will be presented at this conven- 
tion to raise our pledge to $1.25 per member. This in- 
crease will take care of the synodical increase for 1955 
which is $2,400.00, as well as the special gifts to newly 
organized churches within our conference. 
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CONFERENCE In addition to her salary, Pension and Aid, Insurance, 

MISSIONARY each Conference is asked to assume the responsibility 
of providing travel funds for our Conference protege 
It is our responsibility to see that she is well provided 
for. She is our representative on the foreign field. To 
meet this quota — every Woman’s Missionary Society 
member and every Business Women’s member is asked 
to share by contributing $1.00 per year. 


EMANUEL For a number of years our quota has been $7.00 from 
HOSPITAL each Women’s Missionary Society and Business Wo- 
SCHOLARSHIP men’s Missionary Society and $3.00 from each Teenage 


Society. We hope that every organization will partici- 
pate in the coming year. 


CONFERENCE As the program and activity of the Conference expands 

ADMINISTRATION _ it should be obvious that expenses for travel, and other 
general expenses are not only necessary but essential. 
To cover this expense a goal of 50c per member per 
year is allocated from each member in the Women’s 
Missionary Society and Business Women’s Society. 
(This includes the Travel Fund for conferences.) 


OUR GUESTS 
Pastor Elder Jackson, our Missionary to Africa, will tour our Conference 
sharing with us God’s continued MIRACLES in Africa. We are happy to wel- 
come him to our Conference and to our local churches. 


We are happy also to welcome Dr. Eric Wahlstrom, Professor at Augustana 
Theological Seminary, and Mr. Sam Edwins, Co-Director of the Advance for 
Christ, who as guest of the church, will share in our program. Our sincere 
thanks to these guests for their inspiration. 


CONCLUSION 

As I conclude this 40th report of the Columbia Conference Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society and six years as your President, I thank God for the MIRACLES 
of love, and support He has given to me during these years of service among 
you. Without His everlasting assurance, guidance, and help, I know that I 
could not have carried on. My praise and thanks is to Him Who has given 
needed strength, thoughts and ideas, and also inspired me to serve. The re- 
sponsibility seems heavy at times and the longer one ig in the work, the more 
one depends upon God, and the co-workers within the organization for support 
and activity. Two conflicting emotions are ever before me: So much to be done 
—so little time to do it. As I look back upon these six years I am conscious of 
failures and shortcomings, but pray that God will overrule and cover all and 
any mistakes. 

My sincere thanks to all—every member, every officer, every friend, for 
your prayers, your cooperation, your confidence and your support. To the new 
officers I pray God’s richest blessings and guidance in the years to come. 


For our Conference my prayer is that in this ADVANCE FOR CHRIST 
YEAR, as in the years to come we may become GOD’S MIRACLES as we grow 
in grace, love, service, numbers, and in our sharing and giving. May our lives 
be a constant reflection of this great truth: 


“Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father” 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not—Thy compassions they fail not 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 


Pardon for sin, and a peace that endureth 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
Strength for today, courage for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand besides! 


“Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness” 
Morning by morning—new mercies I see 
All I have needed—Thy hand has provided 
“Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me.” 
Yours, in the Master’s Service, 
MRS. RALPH S. JOHNSON, President 
Columbia Conference 
Women’s Missionary Society 


The second business session was held Thursday morning, April 29, 9:30 
a.m. The following officers were elected for a two year term: President, Mrs. 
Hazel Skog, Inland Empire District; 1st Vice-President, Mrs. Henry Hoken- 
son, Portland District; 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. E. Arthur Larson, Mt. Rainier 
District; Recording Secretary, Mrs. A. D. Mattson, Jr., Montana District; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Mrs. Edith Johnson, Inland Empire District; Statistician, 
Mrs. Harvey Warren, Mt. Rainier District; Historian, Mrs. Forrest Schmeil, 
Inland Empire District; Division Chairman-Business Women, Mrs. Ralvh Lind- 
quist, Portland District; Children’s, Mrs. Sidney Jones, Mt. Baker; Department 
Secretaries—American Missions, Mrs. O. E. Clausen, Portland District; Boxes 
of Blessing, Mrs. Paul Hanson, Portland District; Christmas Cheer, Mrs. Eric 
Hawkins, Inter-mountain District; Dime Books, Mrs. Ernest Bergeson, Mt. 
Rainier; Industrial, Mrs. Clifford Carlson, Mt. Rainier; Jewish Missions, Sister 
Hilda Erickson, Mt. Rainier; Literature, Mrs. Earl Sakrison, Mt. Rainier; 
Mission Tidings, Mrs. C. Stanton Peterson, Mt. Baker District; Promotional, 
Mrs. H. C. Tegelberg, Mt. Baker District; My Missionary for a Day, Mrs. 
James Hjelvik, Montana District. 


Recommendations presented from the Executive Board were: 

(1) That $2400.00 be pledged for 1955 for (No.) American Missions. 
Moved, seconded, carried. 

(2) That the quota per member for (No.) American Missions be $1.25. 
Moved, seconded, carried. 

(3) That the Conference Women’s Missionary Society pay Miss Inez 
Olson’s travel expenses, but that the travel fund be held in local funds until 
time for her furlough. Moved, second, carried. 

(4) That $1700.13 be pledged for our missionary protege’s salary, pension 
and aid, and insurance. Moved, seconded, carried. 

(5) That Districts have bi-annual elections. Moved, seconded, carried. 

The Statistician reported a total of 2,542 members for 1953; 2,032 W.M.S., 
450 B.W.M.S. and 60 Teen-agers; a gain of 72 members for the year. 

The third and final business session was held Friday morning, April 30, 


1954 at 9:30 a.m. 
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Moved, seconded, carried that the 1955 recommendations of the National 
Society be accepted. 

Moved, seconded, carried that each local society be asked to contribute 
25¢ per member for the travel expense of District Presidents to the national 
W.M.S. convention to be held in Los Angeles in June, 1954. 

Moved, seconded, carried that the District Presidents be allowed coach 
or bus fare plus upper berth. 

Moved, seconded, carried that the Districts be asked to pay their president’s 
hotel and registration costs. 

Moved, seconded, carried that $50.00 be given for registration of other 
W.M.S. delegates attending the national convention. 

Moved, seconded, carried that each society give 50c per member during 
1954-55 for the purchasing of pews, pulpil and altar furnishings in the new 
girls’ school as requested by Miss Inez Olson, subject to the approval of the 
Foreign Mission Board, the African Mission Board and the W.M.S. National 
President. The total cost would be approximately $750.00. 

There were present at the convention 97 delegates, 29 visitors, 2 retired 
missionaries, 1 missionary, 8 Department Secretaries and 5 District Presidents. 
The Industrial Secretary sold articles totaling $48.90, the Literature sales 
amounted to $47.95. Fred Spoerl of Great Falls, Montana, won the postet 
contest. 

On Wednesday evening a joint banquet of the Columbia Conference and 
the Columbia Conference W.M.S. was held at which time Mr. Sam Edwins, 
Co-director of Advance for Christ spoke on the Effects and Results of Steward- 
ship. Pastor Elder Jackson gave the address on Thursday evening at the Mis- 
sionary Festival and the Emanuel Hospital Nurses Chorus sang. 

The 40th annual convention was brought to a close with a communion 
service conducted by the Columbia Conference, Dr. Eric Wahlstrom giving the 
communion address on the subject “The Fellowship of the Saints.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. C. A. GRAHN, Ree. Sec’y 
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Disbursements to Headquarters ccccccccse:csesssesecccsseeuennon $ 21,487.79 


DISBURSEMENTS—INNER-CONFERENCE 
American Mission Gifts: 


Church of the Good Shepherd—Veradale.............. $ 50.00 
Luther Memorial Church—Seattle 









ete Ae ca eee 50.00 

Columbia Conference Home for the Aged... 172.10 

Latheran Compass: Missive ccctec-cctc cas ccnecoossaccenntcince. 123.00 

Associated Lutheran Welfare—Seattle 0c. 81.63 

Lutheran Welfare—Montana iccccccccccccccccsussscscssccsssetnseceeeeee 20.00 

Emanuel Hospital Scholarship 20.ccccccccccscccccsnutrnsscsenrrn 447.14 

Lutheran Student Foundation—Oregon ............. ae. 60.00 

Lutheran Bible Institute aes 208.00 
Racinenwutheran: Covlete, sce aes ake ee, 25.00 

Lutherland Bible Camp Pi ee RE Boek eee 65.00 
Lutherhaven Auxiliary occ ccn sal 50.00 

CancHt orgimone agence. 1s, kere ee mean, Gire in k  ea 5.00 

Bethel Church—Sun River oc cceccceccccsne pee pect beeen 20.00 

DPalieet VANCED ser eR i ee os 16.75 

Total Disbursements Direct o.oo ccc eee $ 1,398.62 

Travel Expense—Yakima Convention oreo 126.40 
Administration Expense: 

Posters ContestiGitts~ 22 ee Weene a ee 23.50 

Conference Meeting Expenses ..... mie 136.40 

Synod) Delecates se. 50.00 






40th Anniversary Promotion Bseduaee 9.29 
President’s Travel, Telephone, Postage, ete... 100.56 
President’s Honorarium—1952 0 ee sre Seu 100.00 
President’s Honorarium—1953 ... 








ae Je. EON 100.00 
Treasurer’s Travel, POStagze ccccccccsccccnsanns SAE Bet ie 59.54 
ireasurer’s Honorartm 22.02.00... Dye nas kes 100.00 
Printing—Minutes, Work Books, ete. ccc cece 159.45 
Total Administration Expenses oo. cicccccccccee: cscsseseecsen 838.74 
Total Disbursements—Year 1953... cccccccccccccsccsen $ 28,846.55 
Cash on Hand December 1, 1952 sik 1,841.37 
RECelpts—— LOD oie ee ee ee ee a vat eee 26,672.45 
NOMUA Vian Gam eer. 5 Se erate ert fer eet no ee $ 28,513.82 
Disbursements—1953 eccccccscccccccsssccceseeee St SL pee SAG DD 





BALANCE December 1, 1953.......... ae ee CR ee ee $ 4,667.27 
Funds on Hand December 1, 1953: 

AOTC aim VLSSIONS mee trenecee denne ee ne ne ate 

Missionaries Salaries 
Administration Account 
40th Anniversary Gift 
Conference Travel 





Jegeeer aula nies $ 4,667.27 


HAZEL J. SKOG, Treasurer 
Audited and found correct: 
March 13, 1954. 
ALICE SCOTT 
CLARA SCHMEIL 
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Have You Taken Advantage 
of Our Fidelity Bond Offer? 















This coverage offered only to officers of Augustana 
Lutheran Church, affiliated churches, inter-church or- 


ganizations, institutions and boards. 


Most eligible organizations have joined—don’t be left 
out. 


Position is covered rather than individual. It is not 






necessary to notify us when new officers are elected. 


If position is covered, they are automatically bonded. 
NEW LOW COST 


$5.00 per $1,000.00 of coverage for Three Years 


PT WILL PAY YOU TO INVESTIGATE 


Address card or letter to: 
ANDERSON AGENCY 
501 WCCO Building 
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


All inquiries will be given prompt attention 





